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                                                 Part One:  The War Begins











          He-Man and Fisto made their way through the rocky tunnels beneath Snake Mountain.         Both of them were as quiet as possible so they would not alert the guards.      They wanted to make this visit as quick as possible.     After an additional twenty minutes He-Man and Fisto finally made it to the throne room.      Skeletor watched silently as the two Eternos warriors made their way towards the throne.    "I had a feeling you would come." said Skeletor,  "I am guessing your sensors in Eternos found the same thing as Tri Klops did."              He-Man stood rigid.   "An armada of Horde Warships are in orbit of the planet.    We came here to enlist your aid."      Skeletor hunched forward and asked "My aid?    You want my help?"    The vlie lord of wastes chuckled a little.      Fisto scowled.   "We didn't really want to come here in the first place but the fact is within the warships are armies of Horde Troopers.     Too many for the forces of Eternos to handle alone."            He-Man then added  "With the forces of Eternos and Snake Mountain joined together perhaps the threat of the armed forces of the Horde can be stopped."








            Skeletor leaned back in his throne.   "Yes, the chances of defeating the Horde forces could increase greatly if our factions joined together."    He-Man waited silently for a moment while Fisto spoke.    "We must put aside our differences this once to unite and defend both of our kingdoms from the Horde."       "What is it going to be?      Try to defend yourselves alone with little chance of survival or join with us and increase the odds."   said He-Man.        Skeletor leaned forward.   "I shall consider your offer for alliance.   That is all I will guarantee.    If I decide to join with you I will know where to find you." answered Skeletor.      He-Man nodded and he and Fisto turned to leave.      Skeletor watched them go.     If the circumstances had been different he would have called his henchmen to take care of the two intruders.        Skeletor leaned back in his throne and pondered what should be done.














         Atop the palace of Eternos   Royal Guardsmen  took battle positions all along the roof of the majestic palace.      Inside the throne room King Randor, Queen Marlena and all of the warriors of the kingdom were attending a briefing on the military situation that threatened the planet.     "As you know," said Duncan the kingdom Man-At-Arms, "several hours ago our scanners detected the presence of an armada of Horde Imperial warships in orbit around Eternia.    This is an act of undeclared war on their part and we must do what we must to insure the safety of this kingdom and the planet."        Duncan cleared his throat and continued.    "Within the last hour our intelligence sources have detected the presence of Horde Troopers and Batmek aircraft heading towards the vicinity of Central Tower.      That is why  I am taking command of a force of Defenders and Royal Guardsmen to Central Tower to defend it from the oncoming threat.    I am leaving Clamp Champ and Snout Spout in charge of the Royal Guard forces that shall remain here to pretect the king and queen and the city itself."


          


       Without another word a select group of Defenders and Royal Guardsmen boarded   Wind Raider aircraft and took flight for Central Tower.    Teela, wife of Prince Adam and with child, came along against the wishes of her father.    She was dressed in her protective cobra armor and rode in the same Wind Raider as her father.     "I wish you had listened to me and stayed in the safety of the city." said Duncan.      Teela grinned at her father.   "And miss this?   You have got to be kidding.    I am only a couple days pregnant.   I am in no shape to slow down our forces at this time."     Duncan cast a glance on his daughter.  "  I just want you to be careful.   For the sake of you and my grand child."        Teela  touched her father's arm.   "I shall.    I will stay close to the tower and protect it from the forces that may slip by ours."       Duncan cast his gaze back to the horizon as Central Tower came into view.








         Deep inside Castle Grayskull a portal of liquid like energy  opened up.     Fisto, atop his mechanical horse Stridor, came through first followed by He-Man.     Once He-Man was clear of the portal he pressed a button on the mechanical rod shaped device in his hand.     The portal closed silently.    "That is the quickest trip across the planet I have ever taken." said Fisto.   He-Man placed the cosmic key back in his belt.    "Our Wind Raider would not have brought us back here in time.     We shall retrieve it later."          He-Man quickly left the room as The Sorceress appeared in front of Fisto.   "The Horde forces have landed on the planet.    Did your talk with Skeletor yield the right results?" asked The Sorceress as she stretched the graceful wings on her back.      "Not sure.   Skeletor said he would think it over but we don't have time to wait for him." replied Fisto.     





      He-Man hurried down a stone staircase and came to a door with a crimson cross emblazoned on it.    He-Man rested his hand on the emblem and the door opened at his very touch.     The warrior entered the armory stocked with his own personal armors and weapons.     It would take only one suit of armor to protect him in this battle.     He-Man cast his gaze past all of his other armors to his protective battle armor.       He  hurriedly pulled the armor over his head and snapped it into place on his upper body.      Grabbing his axe he headed for the door.     He-Man had no time to waste.











        The Eternos forces were now gathered about Central Tower with weapons in hand.      The wait could be long or it could be short depending on the swiftness of the Trooper army.     Wind Raider squads  hovered around and over the army of Eternos.      Teela, Ram Man and some Royal Guardsmen surrounded the base of the tower  while Duncan was at the head of the army that would  be called to action first.       Mekanek and Extendar stretched their necks high into the air to search for the oncoming assault.         It was Mekanek who spoke next.    "Batmek forces are coming in.     The Trooper forces are moving so fast they will be here in a few moments."       Batmeks were the first to come into view.      The Wind Raider squads primed their weapons.       Horde Troopers were the next to come into view.    Horde flags were hoisted high over their heads and blaster rifles were mounted firmly in their hands.            Batmeks  soared over the tower and the Wind Raiders opened fire.       Crimson laser fire streaked through the air from Wind Raiders and Batmeks.        As the Horde Troopers neared  Duncan cried out  "Attack!!"          The Eternos forces moved almost as one towards the oncoming army of robotic Troopers.   








      Inside Castle Grayskull He-Man leapt onto the back of Battle Cat.  "Sorceress.   It is time."  said He-Man.    Fisto tightened his grip on the reins of Stridor.      The Sorceress silently nodded.     With the wave of her hands a portal opened in front of the warriors.    "Good Journey my friends." said The Sorceress.       Her comment was met by a Good Journey in unison from He-Man, Battle Cat and Fisto.        They hurriedly proceeded through the portal not knowing what dangers they would find once they emerged.








       Batmeks opened fire down upon the ground and Royal Guardsmen were hit by the laser fire.     The explosions ripped the soldiers apart and tossed them through the air like rag dolls.    Smoking severed limbs tossed about as well.        The entire battle field as well as the sky was filled with violent commotion.        Horde Troopers opened fire upon the Eternos combatants.       Mekanek was struck through the chest by a crimson blast and fell to the ground.        Roboto was in the middle of the Horde swarm and he opened fire from his arm mounted blasters.       The laser fire from Roboto screamed through Horde Troopers and ignited their mechanical insides.          He-Man and Fisto emerged from the portal in the midst of a sea of Horde Troopers.      He-Man swung his axe out and decapitated a few Troopers while Fisto struck one with his mighty metal fist.      Battle Cat's claws tore through another.          Duncan swung his mace and dented in the head of a Trooper.       





       From a near by hillside Skeletor, clad in his dark battle armor, and his warriors watched the ensuing carnage.       "Our decision has been made.    We shall slaughter the Horde." said Skeletor.       He leapt onto the back of Panthor.   The massive violet cat roared and bounded down the hill followed by the loyal warriors of Snake Mountain.         In a small moment of calm about him He-Man cast an eye towards the hill side and spied Skeletor and his forces on the way.        Wind Raiders screamed over the battlefield and crimson bolts lanced from their cannons at the nearby Batmeks.      Explosions rocked through the air as several Batmeks exploded.       Enemy fire from the ground crippled a Wind Raider.    The Wind Raider  spiraled out of control and crashed into a nearby Batmek.     Both aircraft ignited in a fiery aerial explosion.       Glowing debris rained down on the combatants below.











       Panthor sunk his powerful jaws into the head of a Trooper while Skeletor blasted away at a swarm of others with his havoc staff.      Whiplash leapt through the air and tackled a Trooper while the nearby Beast Man struck a Trooper with his whip.        Syklone flew over these two combatants and launced a powerful shockwave of wind into the middle of a gathering Trooper swarm.    The Troopers flew about in all directions from the strike.        Troopers began to make their way over  bloody bodies of Royal Guardsmen and neared the entrance of Central Tower.      Ram Man moved quickly and rammed into several with his helmeted head.     Teela's cobra staff met her hands and she swung it striking down two Troopers.        Battle Cat violently shook the severed metal head of a Trooper as He-Man leapt from the saddle and cleaved his battle axe into the back of a nearby Trooper.        Evil Lyn raised her scepter and blasted away at Troopers that encircled Lizard Man.    The Troopers exploded.    The heroic Lizard Man cast his gaze to Evil Lyn.    She looked away.       Lizard Man unsheathed his sword and swung it out at a nearby Trooper.         





      Ninjor and Jitsu stood back to back and swung their weapons about as Troopers tried to surround them.           Blade, wielding two swords, cut off the arms of two attacking Troopers and twirled around to decapitate a Trooper behind him.        Strong Arm swung his massive metal arm at three Troopers knocking them to the ground.      A blast from a Batmek overhead struck Stonedar and tore the rock warrior to shreds.         Tri Klops fired a burst of optic energy at a Trooper in front of him and one of his Doom Seeker drones  blasted at encircling Troopers behind him.       Spikor cried out in pain as a Trooper stabbed him in the back with a short sword.           Skeletor heard the cries of Spikor and fired a blast of energy at the Trooper.      The machine soldier was ripped apart as Spikor slumped to the ground.








       He-Man picked a Trooper up and hurled it through the air.    The Trooper collided with a small group on the ground.          The battlefield, now littered with smoldering Trooper remains and dead  warriors, had erupted into a helish battle of carnage.        The sun began to set as the battle raged on and the stars of the night emerged in the sky.  Dark clouds then slowly gathered and rain poured down on the battlefield.    The Second Horde War, on the twenty year anniversary of the conclusion of the first,   had begun bringing about the Hell Age that would haunt Eternia for generations to come.                


