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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan

 “Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.” –Psalm 86:11
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Itsuko, the Mareppu English class chaplain was going over past lessons with the children.

“What did we learn about Jesus two weeks ago?”

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”

“Great! What did we learn about Jesus last week?”

“I am the yagi-kai (goat keeper). No wait, I am the hitsuji-kai (shepherd).”


Hard to imagine, but this week, on February 27th, the winter term Mareppu English class will come to a close.  However, this doesn’t mark the end of ministry in Mareppu!  The church leadership team decided to restart English classes in April.  And in an added effort to reach the adults of the neighborhood, starting April 16th, Date Gospel Church will hold a “culture school” in Mareppu where there will be cooking classes, movie showings, craft workshops, and the like.  

[image: image4.png]


On March 24th, however, I will be leaving the city of Date.  Goodbyes.  Boxes.  Travel plans.  The logistics of leaving the country.  In preparation, these last few weeks have been frantic and tiring.  Pray that I would seek God for the strength and energy necessary to finish my time well in Date.  

On a related note, LaVera the new missionary, arrived as planned on Feburary 16th.  This last week, her first week, was a particularly busy time as she met a flood of people, observed the ministry in Date, and took care of a handful of logistics.  As time passes and her experiences in Date increase, she will be adding some responsibilities, lightening my load especially in the last few weeks.  Pray for a smooth transition as the baton exchanges hands.

Lastly, on March 21st, my last Sunday, I will be preaching.  Seeing that I will have to preach in Japanese and that it’ll be a time of transition, it will prove to be a major challenge.  Pray for my preparation for the message, that I would seek to speak the very words of God.


Though the end of my time here is fast approaching, we still need your prayers.  Much love.
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Mareppu kids and their version of Genesis.
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