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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan

 “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” –Lamentations 3:22-23
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Jumbi.  Preparation.

It’s all quiet on the northeastern front.  The aftermath of the Christmas flurry of activity has been calm.  Since coming back to Hokkaido from a week long vacation with family in the Tokyo area for New Year’s Day, we haven’t seen much in terms of events and activities.  At the same time, “preparation” seems to be the buzz word of the month.
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Preparation for the new year.  Living in Praise, the gospel choir kicked off the new year with a weekend retreat in Niseko, a ski resort here in Hokkaido.  Great food, even greater conversations, and great fun.  

Preparation for April.  In Japan, the business calendar begins in April.  The question, “What will we start in Mareppu in April?” has been the focus of much of our attention.  Pray that the church leadership team would seek God for direction and guidance for the new year in the church planting effort.


Preparation for LaVera Monroe.  LaVera is a new church planting associate (same as me) from North Carolina.  Since I will be leaving this March, LaVera will finish the three year term (until March 2005) with Date Gospel Church.  She will be arriving in Date on February 16th.  Pray for LaVera as she transitions to life in Japan and that God would bless her especially in these first few months.
Preparation for the annual Date city English play.  Last year, I met a ton of great people at this annual event, the crowning jewel of Date’s sister city program with Missoula, Montana.  Every year, about 50-60 elementary and junior high school students from the area get together to perform a play in English.  Because it is in the English language, they need help during the weekly rehearsals that begin in the month of February.  Pray for God led appointments with the volunteer helpers and kids, and that I would reflect Christ in those times.


His faithfulness is truly great.  And so is yours.  Thank you for pleading on our behalf.
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Living in Praise Gospel Choir members at a weekend retreat.
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