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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan

 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” –Luke 2:14
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“I first experienced God through the gospel choir. Later, I came to this church and experienced more of Him, and his love for me.”
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On Sunday, December 14th, Mrs. Kayaba was baptized.  A housewife, piano teacher, and mother of two, Mrs. Kayaba started coming to Date Gospel Church about 2 years ago.  Soon after she dried herself off from the water of the baptism pool, she shared her testimony in front of the congregation.  There wasn’t a dry tear in the house.  Pray for Mrs. Kayaba, that her faith be strengthened and that she be overflowing with thankfulness (Col. 2:6-7).

In the meantime, English classes in Mareppu started again for the winter term starting December 5th.  For publicity, we passed out ads in front of Mareppu’s elementary school starting at 7:00AM in 35-degree weather and chilling gusts of wind.  It wasn’t one of the most enjoyable experiences of my life but it certainly was a memorable one.  That morning I thanked God for gloves, scarves, thick socks, and big puffy jackets.


On December 19th, we had our first ever Christmas party in Mareppu with the children from the English class!  We made a Christmas ornament, snacked on all sorts of goodies, and watched a Veggietales video that talked about the real meaning of Christmas.  Pray for the four kids and their mothers who came and celebrated Christmas with us.  In the picture above, from left to right, their names are Megumi, Madoka, Akari, and Shouichi.


The Christmas English play on the 20th went well.  As it was last year, the house was packed.  Our tiny, 40 person capacity sanctuary had 60 people in attendance for the event.  Though stuffy, crammed, and uncomfortable, it was also amazing, encouraging, and hopeful.  The kids performed well.  The Gospel was preached.  We sang Christmas carols.  And it was just plain fun.  

The events continued, so did the crowds, and so did the potlucks.  Thank you all for your continued prayers for all of us during this busy time.

Akemashite omedetou!  Happy New Year.  May you find God’s love to be new every morning!
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The winter term Mareppu English class with our Christmas craft.
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