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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan

 “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” –1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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“Is that a pig?”

“No, it’s a chicken.”

“Then where are the wings?”


Just before the Thanksgiving coffee house dinner on November 22nd started, I was waiting with a Japanese preschooler for the stuffed hens to cook in the oven.  Apparently, he’s never seen a whole chicken.  
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We had tons of food, about 12 people came to the event, and we read from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, talking about why Christians can truly “give thanks in all circumstances.”


Thanksgiving, of course, ushers in the holiday season, and we, here at Date church are gearing up for Christmas.  On December 20th, we will be hosting the 2nd annual Christmas English play.  The children ages 5-12 are doing a great job rehearsing and remembering their lines.  Later that day will be the gospel choir Christmas party.  The following day, December 21st, is the Sunday morning Christmas service followed by caroling and retirement home visits.  And to cap it all off, on December 23rd, we will host a Christmas candle service.  Please pray for energy for all of us during this busy time.

Thank you all for your prayers for the movie night we had in Mareppu on November 8th.  Because of the concerted effort and God’s mercy, 36 people came to the showing of Shiokari Pass!  A number of those who attended said, “I was really moved. Thank you for showing this movie.”  As for the Bible study, for a number of reasons, we won’t be starting one in Mareppu in the very near future.  Please continue to pray for the leadership team as we plan the who, what, when, and how of the future Bible study in Mareppu.
In the meantime, English classes in Mareppu will resume on December 5th.  After taking a break for the month of November, we will once again hold English classes in the local community center (Midori kaikan).  This “winter term” will last until the end of February.  Pray for the people who will come to these classes, that God would prepare them to hear the awesome message of the Gospel.

May your holidays be seasoned with grace and peace!
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Cutting the chicken with friends for the Thanksgiving dinner.
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