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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan

 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” –Matthew 7:7-8
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“Next week, I’m going to be in the school play.  Can you come?”

We were all sitting around a table, munching on some snacks after the English class in Mareppu had ended.  Akari, a 3rd grade student, invited Yuko (the class chaplain) and me to come see her perform at Mareppu Elementary school.  

It was hours of dramatic fun.  The pictures on the right are taken from the school play.  Better yet, I was introduced over and over again to both friends and teachers by the Mareppu kids as their English teacher.  
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Our first term of English classes in Mareppu is soon coming to a close.  Soon after the last class, we’ll be using the same community center to show the movie Shiokari Pass, a movie based upon the bestselling novel by Ayako Miura, a famous Japanese Christian author.  Through the movie night, we are planning to introduce the Bible study we’ll be starting.  Pray for the movie night on November 8th.  Pray also for the church leadership team as we plan the specifics of the Bible study (who will lead the study, when we will begin the study, what we will study, and how we will study).  We need the wisdom badly.

For a number of different reasons, the church leadership team consisting of Pastor Igarashi, his wife Mitsuko, his son Nobuo, his daughter-in-law Itsuko, Mr. Miyazaki, Mrs. Kazumata, and myself are now studying the book of Acts together.  It’s been incredibly difficult to lead this study.  But ever so slowly we’re putting what we’re learning into practice and holding each other accountable to the things we’re committing to especially in regards to the church planting project.  Pray for us as we study God’s Word together, that it would convict us, guide us, and transform us together.

It’s that time again.  The holidays are coming.  And here at Date church, that means preparations for the English Christmas play have started.  The children from the English classes held at Date church are just beginning to learn their lines.  Begin praying for the people who will come to see the performance on December 20th.

Much love.  Grace and peace to you all.
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The Mareppu kids (clockwise: Atsushi, Akari, Tsubasa).
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