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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan

 “Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” – 1 Corinthians 15:57
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Hallelujah!

Thank you all for praying on behalf of Date Gospel Church.  Just last week, two people, grandpa Miyazaki and Tomoe Nakatani got baptized!  Upon grandpa Miyazaki’s baptism, his son, Tadashi, an elder at the church, was moved to tears.  “This day has finally come after so many years of witness and prayer.”
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As for Tomoe Nakatani, for the first time, her mom and a family friend visited the church.  During the luncheon that followed the baptisms, Tomoe’s mom stood up saying, “You all have been so warm and friendly. It’s been a joy to meet you all.”

I forgot to mention this in the previous newsletter, but for the past month and a half, I’ve been helping the city of Date put a kids’ English play together.  As part of a sister-city program with a city in Montana, Date annually has an English play involving elementary and junior high school students in the area.  This year, about 50-60 kids are participating with an additional 25 adult volunteers.  I am one of those 20 adult volunteers.  After going to the first few practices, I’ve been struck by two things.  First, I am the only Christian in the room of almost 100 people.  And second, after talking with some of the adult volunteers, some of them are ready or have been ready to hear the Gospel.  Before every practice, I’d be excited to see who God’s prepared for me to share my faith with for that week.  Pray especially for Mr. Murai, Mrs. Aoyama, Ms. Kawamoto, Mr. Ogawa, and Ms. Kawagishi.

Church planting strategy-wise, the meetings continue.  Things have progressed over the last month though!  On the 2nd Wednesday and 4th Sunday of each month, we as a congregation will come together to ask God for vision and direction through prayer.  “Who will lead the way?”  “Where are we to plant a church?”  “How will we reach the people in the target area?”  Won’t you join us in asking God “who,” “where,” and “how”?

Pray also for our Easter program on April 20th.  Congregation members are encouraged to bring family members and close friends to the special Easter worship service in what is being termed as “Andrew Evangelism.”  After the worship service, we’ll have an Iron Chef-esque egg luncheon (all the dishes have eggs as an ingredient) followed by an egg object lesson Gospel message.  Please join us in prayer for those closest to us who are not yet saved.


Hallelujah!  He is risen!
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Newly baptized!  Mr. Miyazaki and Tomoe Nakatani.
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