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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan

“Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving them—the children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you.” – Joshua 1:2-3
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Akemashite omedetou.  Happy New Year!

Just before New Year’s dinner at my grandparents’ house started, I looked around the table and realized that we were going to be eating sashimi and crab.

Yeah, life is hard.


Visiting my grandparents was great.  I had a good time.  And I discovered a few surprises at the same time.  Like the kid in the picture.  She’s my cousin Futoshi’s daughter.  Before seeing my grandparents this year, I didn’t even know that Futoshi was married!  
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The new year brings change in Japan in preparation for the new fiscal and ministry year that starts in April.  So, things are-a-changin’.  Here at Date Gospel Church, we’re trying out a new worship service program style that focuses more on singing worship songs and less on reading recitations out loud.  

And on February 9th, during the end of the year church meeting, I have a scheduled slot to give a presentation on church planting, the reason for my being here.  So, why am I here at Date Gospel Church?  Why church planting?  What does the Bible say about church planting?  These are the types of questions I’ll be answering in the presentation.  Seeing that I know just a little bit about the subject, I need your prayers for wisdom in preparation and boldness in presenting the materials.
After the meeting, we as a church will be taking the first step by marking on a map of the city, the people we are actively ministering and evangelizing to.  Hopefully, by visually seeing how God has already been using the church to reach out to the city of Date, we’ll have a clearer picture of where He is leading us to plant a church.  Please pray for unity as we take these first few steps, and that we would be able to see the city of Date through God’s own eyes.

In preparation, on February 1st, we’ll be having another PCN church planting coaching meeting, and on February 2nd, our church’s leadership ministry team will be meeting together to discuss what those first few steps will be.  Yoi otoshi o.  Hope you have a blessed year.
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Grandpa with his great granddaughter Kaya.
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