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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan
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“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.”– 1 Corinthians 3:6-7
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The gospel choir group has been a lot of fun recently.  With performances starting this month, we’ve been practicing with intensity.  And being not only a singing member but also an English pronunciation coach, I’ve been spending a lot of time with the choir.  This month, we will be performing on the 20th and the 22nd, followed by a performance in July on the 7th.  Pray not only for our singing and the message that it communicates, but also for all the non-Christians in the choir (and there are many), that they would realize the reality of what they are singing about.  As a quick note, in the performances, I’ll be singing as part of a trio for a gospel version of the song “Jesus Loves Me.”


As for the chuch planting, we will be having a Parent Chuch Network meeting (or PCN for short) on July 6th.  The three churches in Hokkaido who have LIFE missionaries, will be meeting together to discuss how they plan on planting a church in the next 3 years.  These meetings are quarterly.  This particular meeting, however, will be focused on practical first steps to achieve the general vision for church planting.  I don’t like having a whole lot hinging on a single event, but basically, this meeting will determine what I’ll be doing for the rest of my time here.  Pray that we would listen for God’s direction and that we would come away with a sense of unity and mission.


For those of you who are still scratching your heads, trying to figure out the opening story, the 4 year old kid (Takeru) wasn’t thinking about G-sus the musical chord, but Je-sus the guy we talk about all the time!  Keep praying!
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A 4 year old kid was having trouble with his ABCs and his mom was trying to help him out:


	


“Ok, so what goes after G?”


	“(Pause) Sus!”





After we all laughed, I couldn’t help but smile, thinking about the impact these English classes are already having toward the Kingdom.  The classes have been going extremely well over the last month.  The classes have been growing!  Every week we’ve had at least one new student.  In a program that started out with 19 students in 6 classes, we now have 31 students in those same 6 classes.  Thank you all for your prayers!  Continue to pray that I’ll have the energy and joy to teach the English classes.  But also pray that these English classes would help us reach people in the church planting target areas.














3-6 year olds learning about Moses after studying English.
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