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  Hideyo Satake’s News About What God’s Been Doing in Japan
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“When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”– Matthew 9:36
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And so, I asked Pastor Igarashi, “How does this relate to the vision of church planting?”  After all, it looks like we’re opening up a language school in the city of Date.  And he explained, “This first year I feel that we should focus on ministering to the people of Date and building contacts so that we can gradually start to reach Toya, Sobetsu, and Abuta with the Gospel and plant churches in the following years.”  Whoa.  That’s big picture stuff.  In the meantime, it looks like I’ll be having a relatively heavy workload that will just increase as we go along, and so, pray that I’ll have the energy and joy to serve God and the people of Date.


In related news, randomly, a non-Christian teacher from Toya has been coming to Sunday worship services for the passed two weeks.  To fully understand how completely God-led this happening is, you have to know that the town of Toya is about an hour drive from the church in Date.  It’s almost a complete confirmation of the vision given to Pastor Igarashi to reach the people of, and plant churches in, Toya, Sobetsu, and Abuta.  At the same time, it reveals a great need for the realization of the vision of church planting.  A person living in Toya has to drive for an hour to be able to go to church!  Thank you for your prayers for the people of these three towns over the passed month!  Things are beginning to change!  Continue to pray for the people of Toya, Sobetsu, and Abuta: that Ms. Fujimoto would be the beginning of spirit-led appointments.


And starting the 22nd of this month (Japan time), I’ll finally be connected to the internet!  It’s taken a long while, but hopefully, I’ll do a better job of keeping in touch.  God bless.
http://www.geocities.com/hopping_keroppi
hsatake@lifejapan.org
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The dialog in a kids’ class went a little like this:


“What are we doing here?”


“We’re going to learn English!”


“And where do people speak English?”


“In other countries!”


“Ok, what other countries?”


“Ooh, I know. Other Country!”





And with that I started leading ministries in the city of Date.  For now, every ministry I lead centers around some English teaching.  Starting last week, the week of the 5th, we opened up a private tutoring session, an elementary school kids’ class, a kindergarten/preschool class, and two adults’ classes.  Five classes.  And starting from the beginning of June, we are adding two high school classes and an English coffee house time that follows the weekly gospel choir practices.  Eight.  

















� EMBED Photoshop.Image.4 \s ���





The sheep of Hokkaido.
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