2006 HHS Varsity Game Reports


Winnebago

Tuesday, March 21, 6:30pm @ Kelsey Stadium, Hononegah High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda (c), Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal, Kelsey  Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Becca Marion, Ana Hayes, Tiphanie Truax
Result:     6-0 final; 1-0 halftime
Team Record:  1-0-0, 0-0-0 (NIC-9)

First game of the 2006 season was a triumph in several areas:  (a) it was the team's first victory and over typically stubborn Winnebago, (b) it was a return to our "home" - Kelsey Stadium - after playing "away" nearly all of last year, and (c) it was a glimpse as to the potential of this team for the rest of 2006 and hopefully years to come.   Winnebago came in not boasting as strong a team as in the past, but yet again with a strong physical team prepared to go the full 80 minutes.  Our girls took to attacking imediately and found the net on a rebound off the keeper by  forward Vicki Booth after only
3 minutes had passed.  The team took charge of the opening 20 minutes, but slowly let Winnebago gain a foothold on some of the possession from the midway point on.  The halftime score: 1-0.  At halftime we talked of being more assertive in going to goal and that the ladies were as the second half goals came pouring in as a result of some hard working play from all areas of the field.  Goals from Vicki Booth, Tiph Truax, Kelsey Carroll and Natalie Johnson proved to be too much for the opposition.  Goalkeeper Courtney Shelton had little work to do in the net as she was rarely tested in the last 40
minutes of the match.  A great victory to kick off what hopes to be a very eventful season.  Nicely done, ladies!!  Next up... NIC-9 opponent Rockford Auburn.   ~ Coach Eiss

Auburn

Thursday, March 23, 6:30pm @ Wyeth Stadium, Auburn High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda (c), Ana Hayes, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal, Kelsey  Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Becca Marion, Danielle Mathieu, Tiphanie Truax
Result:     5-1 final; 3-0 halftime
Team Record:  2-0-0, 1-0-0 (NIC-9)

Thursday's match against Rockford Auburn provided another first for 2006... playing in the snow!!  Thankfully it was not enough to cancel the match as the Spring season is short enough already without the painful rescheduling process added to the mix.  The ladies came out minus a few players who were absent due to illness (Danielle Mathieu, Caroline Cooper), but were equally up for the challenge of player the Knights on their home field.  The game started out with a bang:  3 goals inside 15 minutes all from the same player - forward Kate Young.  The ladies put on the attacking pressure from the start and could have easily added to the tally by halftime, but he 3-0 score stood at halftime.  The second half saw more goal scoring action in the first 10-15 minutes, as senior captain Kym Kovanda and Katie Fluegal put in the final two goals for HHS on the evening.  Auburn pulled back a consolation goal late in the second half on a miscue from the back, but nonetheless a great outing on the road for the ladies and a step in the right direction in the NIC-9.  One victory down, several more to fight for!!!  Next up:  Chicago Lane Tech. ~ Coach Eiss

Chicago Lane Tech

Monday, March 27, 3:00pm, @ Jornt Field, Amundson High School
Lineup:  Molly Bender, Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Ana Hayes, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal, Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Courtney Shelton (c), Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Kym Kovanda (c), Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:     3-1 final; 3-1 halftime
Team Record:  3-0-0, 1-0-0 (NIC-9)

Monday's contest was our annual trek to Chicago to face Lane Technical School.  The game was in a different location, on a much more soccer conducive field thatn last year's, but the weather wasn't all tha much different.  Decent by kick-off, with a spattering of drizzle, the chill crept in midway through the game and stayed until the end.    Cold and wet and sluggish... similar to how the game got underway.  Once the ladies shook off the 2-hour bus ride and the conditions, things started to heat up on the field a bit.  Our offense started to click and find its rhythm, and once it, did the goals came at a decent rate.  After some great opportunities had gone to waste inside the first 10 minutes, a nice build-up in midfield provided sophomore Katie Fluegel with a through ball that she powered past the keeper's near post for the opening goal.  Almost immediately on the next goal kick of HHS, Lane Tech's talented #13 struck a 35 yard blast to level the score.  Some better build-up continued and resulted in goal #2 from sophomore Danielle Mathieu, who struck from 20 yards out.  The scoring was capped off for the half (and game) on a great follow-up from a shot that the keeper could not handle by
junior Tiphanie Truax.  Halftime score, 3-1.  The second half did not do much else but bogged down in the midfield.  Fatigue seemed to be setting in from the lengthy drive and cold weather, so any sort of attacking rhythm seemed absent at times, but most of the play seemed to concentrate in Lane Tech's half of the field.  Somes chances went beckoning in the course of the 40 minutes, and Lane's one chance to counter was thwarted by second half goalkeeper Courtney Shelton.  The final result - 3-1 victory for the ladies in their 3rd outing of the season.  A nice victory on the road and a chance for the defense to be put under some much needed pressure at last .  Great job ladies!!  Onto Thursday's home game versus NIC-9 rivals Rockford Boylan. ~ Coach Eiss

Boylan

Thursday, March 30, 6:30pm @ Kelsey Stadium, Hononegah High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:     1-0 final; 1-0 halftime
Team Record:  4-0-0, 2-0-0 (NIC-9)

Thursday night's game was a piece of NIC-9 history.  Rockford Boylan, who had yet to ever lose a NIC-9 contest, came into Kelsey Stadium with that record on the line.  After last year's amazing contest that ended in a 1-1 overtime tie, this contest was on line to be just as intriguing a match.  And that it was!  Our girls had nothing on their mind but keeping their winning streak at home alive and playing 40 minutes of soccer at a time.  Right out of the opening whistle, the girls pressed the attack at  Boylan's defense.  It was a furiously active 15 minutes, but that is all it took for the lone goal of the match to be tallied -- a nice through pass from sophomore Kelsey Carroll found Kym Kovanda running passed the defense, where she then beat the sweeper and calmly tucked her left-footed shot (!!!) under the oncoming goalkeeper.  The rest of the half saw a more determined effort from both sides, and was a tough task defending the Boylan attack with the wind in our girl's face.  Halftime score, 1-0.  After the half, the game changed as now we had the advantage of the elements and therefore decided to put Boylan back into their own half as often and as much as possible.  The tactic nearly paid dividends as a second goal was almost scored off one of the many dangerous throw-ins our ladies had, but unfortunately a well-timed save kept the insurance goal from happening.  The defense put up an amazing effort, especially the backline and keeper, in thwarting every attack the opposition threw at them.  In the end, with 7 seconds remaining, our girls held strong and hung onto the victory that had eluded so many NIC-9 teams before.  It was a historic moment, and, man, am I proud to say it was Hononegah who did it!!!  AMAZING job ladies!!!  Next up... Rockford Lutheran.  ~ Coach Eiss

Lutheran

Saturday, April 1, 5:30pm @ Kelsey Stadium, Hononegah High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:     3-1 final; 1-0 halftime
Team Record:  5-0-0, 2-0-0 (NIC-9)

Well, after such an emotional win on Thursday, it was inevitable that the next match would take some "extra" incentive to bring out the best in the ladies. Coupled with the fact that Lutheran are a much improved team from last season and that they were coming off their own emotional 2-2 tie with NIC-9 contenders Harlem, this game would prove to be a huge character test for our ladies.  I wasn't sure if the pregame routine was merely "jetlag" from the battle fought on Thursday night or simply a poorly timed April Fools joke on the coaches, but after both coaches talked with the team, it was evident to each of us that this match would be a struggle from the opening whistle.  Lutheran came charging after us for the entire 1st half, and rather than play simple and keep the ball, we simply played very direct and winded ourselves much much to soon.  The only "ray of light" in the first half was senior captain Kym Kovanda's run down the endline with the ball that found sophomore Kate Young eagerly ready to pounce on the pass and bury the ball in to the far side netting.  Halftime score:  1-0.  At the break, with GREAT restraint, I simply made the ladies think through the process of beating the
opposition, ending it all by simply stating that we were a much smarter team than we were letting on and needed to show it.  The girls responded with great resolve and took control of the second half from the start.  Sophomore Kate Young netted her second of the contest, while freshmen Becca Marion added a late insurance goal to the victory.  The only blemish on the night would be an "alleged" penalty call that was awarded with only 11 seconds remaining in the contest, stealing a well deserved shutout from the team.  All in all, tremendous second half effort to prove that these ladies mean
business this season!  Next up, a rescheduled match with Woodstock High School. ~ Coach Eiss

Woodstock

Friday, April 7, 4:30pm @ Woodstock High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:     4-0 final; 1-0 halftime
Team Record:  6-0-0, 2-0-0 (NIC-9)

Friday's contest was a new experience from a lot of different viewpoints:  first, it was the time we have faced Woodstock after rescheduling from the previous contest that was called off; and secondly, it was the first time any of us have played ina literal "ice storm" successfully.  The day was bitter cold and only went from bad to worse by kickoff.  As we began play the ice began to come down and would have its affect on the game from then on.  The ladies played very well right from the opening whistle, and midway through the half built up play beautifully out of the back to the opposite flank where
sophomore Kelsey Carroll finished a well timed run with a glorious strike in the upper far corner of the net.  The rest of the half would see a handful of other opportunities go beckoning, but nothing would find the net.  At the other end our defense kept things tight and at halftime the score remained 1-0.  As the second half continued the ice storm had left behind a terribly muddy pitch to play on, so the task of controlling anything, let alone standing, that was not on grass became almost pure comedy.  No names mentioned =).  The ladies would continue to attack and found the net three more times on goals by Vicki Booth and Kate Young (2).  The defensice had little else to do but keep the ball from Goalkeeper Courtney Shelton, who gets the award of most miserable expression for having to stand at the top of her penalty area trying to stay warm for an nearly an entire match.  A memorable, but rather costly match - two defenders went out with injuries - but another one for the books and a Fox Valley team at that. Well done, ladies!!  Next up, the
Rockets from Burlington Central.  ~ Coach Eiss

Burlington Central

Saturday, April 8, 3:00pm @ Kelsey Stadium, Hononegah High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:     0-1 final; 0-0 halftime
Team Record:  6-1-0, 2-0-0 (NIC-9)

After Friday's eventful weather, Saturday was a welcome sight -- sunny and mindly windy -- a beautiful day for a match.  To give you some background on the Burlington Central-Hononegah rivalry, the games have always been very tough, physical, hard fought matches that seemed to be determined by a fluke goal, no goals, or a decision by an official that helps add the process of either or.  This match would prove to be no different.  Always a challenge, the pesky Central team came in clearly with one mission in mind... ending our unbeaten run of games so far in 2006.  Having struggle of late, the opposition were bound to put it all behind them and give us a good run.  The first half saw our ladies defending for much of the opening 20 minutes before finally putting together some attacking runs of their own; however, it was evident after the opening 20 minutes that our girls looked a bit fatigued from the previous nights work.  However, very reminiscent to the Lutheran game, the ladies we oh so close to putting away a goal just before halftime.  However, halftime score remained 0-0.  The second half saw some better composure from our girls in midfield and the forwards started to provide some opportunities with the space they created.  There were a handful of chances that simply skirted across the goalmoath untouched, or tested the keepers skills, but to no avail.   As mentioned at the outset, having had the better  of  "questionable" calls in the previous 3 meetings between these two squads, it seemed as though fate had other plans.  The Burlington team was determined enough to find the open door on a counter attack late in the game that drew a foul on the endline from our defense.  With a minute remaining the opposition scored leaving our ladies little time to made amends.  In the end,   it would be the first defeat of the season - always tough to swallow, but inevitable.  As mentioned to the girls, a well deserved day off and a good sound training on Monday, coupled with some "fire in the belly" after losing this close fought game, a more rested and ready team will be on hand Tuesday night against  NIC-9 neighbors and title contenders Harlem should not be hard to come by.  Well played ladies, regardless of the result.  The true result will be Tuesday night!!! ~ Coach Eiss

Harlem
Tuesday, April 11, 6:30pm @ Harlem High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:     3-3 2OT final; 1-2 halftime
Team Record:  6-1-1, 2-0-1 (NIC-9)

Tuesday was the 2nd big conference test for our Lady Indians as they took on Macheseney Park Harlem for rights to an early lead atop the NIC-9
conference.  Harlem came into the match with a talented, senior-dominated squad that has been putting pressure on NIC-9 title chasers for the last 3 years.  Our girls were all to familiar with the team that beat them 3-1 last season, and were prepared to take on the next big foe in the conference race. The night was extremely windy and favored one goal, so it would be a long night of defending for one half and some golden opportunities to attack with the wind in the other.  Both teams started out very tentatively, and after only about 5 minutes, the girls conceded the first goal on a blown offsides trap
that lead to a soft goal to open the night.  Miraculously, and ever so timely, the ladies battled back and immediately attacked Harlem resulting in a collison with the goalkeeper and sweeper that allowed Kate Young to get a foot onto the game tieing goal.  The rest of the first half saw some back and forth action, but mainly Harlem attacking the ladies goalmouth with the wind at their backs.  Just one minute prior to halftime, a corner kick did not get properly cleared and Harlem seized the opportunity to score.  Halftime score: 2-1 Harlem.  At the half the girls we left to themselves to sort out the situation; once the captains were through talking to them, the ladies were encouraged to go out and put together 40 minutes of non-stop attacking soccer.  It could not have started any worse in the second half, as a Harlem goal was struck only 10 minutes into the half.  This seemed to finally ignite something that may have been missing for much of the game in the ladies, as they now started to push the issue of scoring goals.  The ball literally spent much time in Harlem's half for large spells as the ladies kept bombarding the defense with attack after attack.  Finally the score would break as senior captain Cristi Brandt buried a 30yard freekick into the top net to make it a 3-2 game.  The pressure on Harlem's goal was continuous, and 5 minutes later a great combination in the midfield opened sophomore Kate Young up on the right flank where she lobbed a pass in behind the defense to on-rushing junior Tiphanie Truax.  Tiph's got a touch on the ball at the precisely the same time as the advancing goalkeeper, but the rebound went immediately off Tiph and into the Harlem goal for the tying score.  The rest of the half saw more near chances for the ladies go just wide, but that elusive final goal was never to produce itself.  Final score after regulation: 3-3.  This led to extra time, which by definition in NIC-9 play must be played in hopes of determining a result it the score is tied after 80-minutes.  The two overtime periods must be played in their entirity, no sudden-death goals.  So the ladies opted to take the wind advantage and still continue to attack the  arlem defense.  Although the strategy did not pay dividends in the form of the winning goal, it did however wear down a weary Harlem team so much so that when it was Harlem's turn to attack wit the wind, they were nearly spent from all the activity of the previous 90 minutes.  All in all, the ladies pulled off a major "moral" victory of sorts... yes it was actually a tied scored, but to come back against a senior-dominated team with only 25 minutes remaining and down two goals, was a huge and outstanding accomplishment for this young team.  I very well deserved congratulations is in order for the ladies as they continued to put up results in the NIC-9 and paving the way for a potential conference title with the top two contenders now behind them.  WELL DONE girls!!!!  Next up.... NIC-9 opponent Rockford Jefferson.  ~ Coach Eiss

SECTIONAL SEEDING

Wednesday night will be the IHSA Sectional Seeding meeting for all teams involved in the state tournament from this area.  The teams included in no order are:  Belvidere, Freeport, Dixon, Huntley, Harlem, Marengo, Rochelle, Aubun, Guilford, East, Jefferson, Boylan, Hononegah, Sterling, Sycamore, Woodstock, Woodstock Marion.   The top four seeds (seeds 1-4) will be assigned to one of the four Regional locations:  Freeport, Jefferson, Harlem, or Woodstock  Marion.  The next four (seeds 4-8) will each be placed in a Regional dependent upon geography, and the rest of the seeds will be place solely based on geographical locations in relation to the Regional host site.  The winners of the Regionals will advance to the Sectionals at Rockford Boylan High School for the semifinals and finals.  The winner of the Sectional will then face off with the winner of the Lake Park Sectional in the Super-Sectional match to be held at Indoor Sports Center's Wedgbury Field in Loves Park.  The winner of that game travels downstate to play in the State quarterfinal game on Friday, June 2nd.  Winners of those matches will advances to the State semifinals, 3rd place game and championship on
Saturday, June 3rd.

RESULTS:
Hononegah garnered it's first ever #1 seed in the Seeding meeting last Wednesday night.  Congratulations ladies!!!  The bullseye just got bigger. =)
1) Rockton Hononegah
2) Rockford Boylan
3) Machesney Park Harlem
4) Huntley
5) Belvidere
6) Syacamore
7) Freeport
8) Winnebago
9) Rockford Guilford
10) Woodstock Marian
11) - 18) ....
~ Coach Eiss

JEFFERSON

Thursday, April 20, 6:30pm @ Kelsey Stadium, HononegahHigh School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:    8-0 final; 4-0 halftime
Team Record:  7-1-1, 3-0-1 (NIC-9)

Thursday night saw HHS playing NIC-9 opponent Rockford Jefferson.  It was the first game in 8 days, the last since a tough 3-3 overtime tie versus Harlem.  The player's were anxious to get out on the field and play for once, as were the coaches.  The ladies started out well, and after 15 minutes found themselves on the score sheet with two goals.  The team did not have to work very hard for the goals and so the rest of the half was rather lax and unmotivating.  The ladies scored twice more before the break and took a comfortable 4-0 lead into the half.  At the halftime the ladies were encouraged to start take less time on the ball and start playing 2-touch soccer while working the ball around to everyone.  The "threat" was to take off a player and play a man down the rest of the game.  The ladies responded brilliantly after some pressure by the opposition to start the half, and netted 4 times in just over 10 minutes time.  Scorers on the night included: Kelsey Carroll, Katie Fluegal, Tiphanie Truax, Cristi Brandt, Vicki Booth.  (If I left any out, my apologies... don't have the stats in front of me).  A great game to everyone involved in and prepare for the upcoming Boylan Invitational Tournament at Sportscore on Friday and Saturday.  Great victory ladies and one step closer in the NIC-9!! ~ Coach Eiss

BOYLAN TOURNAMENT

WHEATON NORTH
Friday, April 21, 5:00pm @ Sportscore 1 field 103
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Ana Hayes, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson,Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:    1-4 final; 0-2 halftime
Team Record:  7-2-1, 3-0-1 (NIC-9)

Friday were faced top-seeded Chicago area team Wheaton North in the first match at the Boylan tournament.  The coaches or ladies had no idea what to expect from this side, but quickly found out what they were all about.  After a promising start, the Wheaton team started to establish themselves and kept the ball in their possession for good periods of time.  Unfortunately a well-timed offside trap was not rewarded by the AR and the ensuing 1on1 was put away by the opposition for an early lead.  A second goal would follow to make the halftime score 2-0 for WN.  The ladies responded well after the immediate setback of goal three and found some space to hit a strike of their own, a nice shot off the topbar by Molly Bender that was put away by Tiphanie Truax.  However, in the end, the Wheaton team was just too much to handle -- a bit quicker, a bit more experienced and thus the victor.  It was nice to face a top tier team this season.  Some great lessons learned and chance to measure up against the best.  ~ Coach Eiss

MADISON MEMORIAL

Saturtday, April 22, 9:00am @ Sportscore 2 
Lineup:  Molly Bender (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Natalie Johnson, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson,  Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:    1-4 final; 0-2 halftime
Team Record:  7-3-1, 3-0-1 (NIC-9)

Saturday's first match was against ever-strong Madison Memorial.  We knew what formation they would throw at us and adjusted for that, and dispite a good opening 10 minutes, unfortunately gave up back to back goals in the first half.  Halftime score: 2-0 Memorial.  Putting more emphasis on our attack after the break, we went to a 4-4-2 formation and proceeded to concede a 3rd goal before Vicki Booth took a ball out of the air and put in the top corner of the net.  The second goal was oh so close minutes later, but it was Madison that capitalized on our mistakes this day, putting away the fourth and final goal late in the half.  Final score 4-1, just like Friday night's outcome.  Again, a tough lesson to learn about high pressure and the speed of play in which we need to play in order to beat such defensive pressure.  A frustrating two games as a coach, since we clearly were not deserving of the 4 goals against in each match and we capable of putting more chances on goal than we did.  ~ Coach Eiss

ALGONQUIN JACOBS
Saturtday, April 22, 1:00pm @ Sportscore 2 
Lineup:  Molly Bender (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Natalie Johnson, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal,Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson,  Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:    3-1 final; 1-0 halftime
Team Record:  8-3-1, 3-0-1 (NIC-9)

Saturday's second match was our annual test version Fox Valley Conference opponent, Algonquin Jacobs.  Typically this is a very physical game and today's contest would be no exception.  Jacobs were not the same team they were a year or two ago, but nonetheless, the ladies were up for the task of finally getting a victory against this program.  Almost immediately, our girls found the back of the net, which we stressed before the game, with a nice goal from Tiphanie Truax off a great run and service by freshmen Natalie Johnson.  The rest of the half saw plenty of more chances for the ladies as they battled uphill with the wind at their backs, but nothing else would find the back of the net.  The second half provided more entertaining soccer and a mix up in the lineup to spark some more attacking ball.  The results paid off with two goals from captain Kym Kovanda and sophomore Kate Young.  Jacobs seemed to wake up for that last ten minutes of the match and threated to add more than one goal to the game, but freshmen goalkeeper Molly Bender made two clutch saves to preserve the game and give the ladies that elusive victory over Algonquin Jacobs.  Congrats ladies!!! Coach Eiss

GUILFORD
Thursday, April 27, 6:30pm @ ISC, Sportscore 2
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Katie Fluegal, Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion, Tiphanie Truax
Result:  3-1 final; 1-0 halftime
Team Record:  9-3-1, 4-0-1 (NIC-9)

Thursday night saw HHS playing NIC-9 rivals Rockford Guilford on the stadium field at ISC.  For those of you not initiated with this field, it is the largest, widest field in the area, so playing on it would be a test of fitness in itself.  Add the notorious wind that can be found out there anyday of the year, and you have a different sort of battle on your hands.  After a rather abbreviated warmup (?!!), the ladies took to the field and promptly put their stamp on the march, scoring in just under 10 minutes on a failed offside trap by Guilford.  Sophomore Kate Young calmly put away the opportunity for the 1-0 lead. 
However, despite the best efforts of our ladies, the second goal would not find the back of the net, due to some spectacular play by the keeper for the Vikings.  Guilford gained confidence with each failed attempt and with the wind at their backs, counter attacked very effectively for a majority of the 1st half.  Our defense did well to keep the score in check and halftime score remained 1-0.  At halftime the lineup was adjusted to eliminate the counter attack options for Guilford and the ladies were encouraged to just simply go out and score goals.  The wind helped in this cause and some wickedly
driven corner kicks by senior captain Cristi Brandt provided the passes necessary for the scores added in half two.  Guilford narrowed the margin to one goal after the second goal was scored, but the 3rd and decisive tally would follow some 5 minutes later as the girls took command of the match with a 3-1 lead.  The attack still pressured the Guilford goalmouth, but ultimately no more net finding would be done.  The final score 3-1.  A well deserved but hard fought victory where the field and elements did as much damage as a ready opponent.  Nice job ladies!!! ~ Coach Eiss

EAST MOLINE UNITED TOWNSHIP

Friday, April 28, 6:30pm @ Kelsey Stadium, HHS
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda, Vicki Booth,, Kate Young, Ana Hayes, Natalie Johnson, Becca Marion
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Kelsey Carroll, Danielle Mathieu, Katie Fleugel, Tiphanie Truax
Result:    4-1 final; 1-1 halftime
Team Record:  10-3-1, 4-0-1 (NIC-9)

Friday night's visitor to Kelsey Stadium was East Moline United Township... a program who typically comes in with a very aggressive attacking style of play.  We have never faired well going down their to play (to be corrected in the not-so-distant future), so having this one at home was nice.  After playing through the first half of the season, I felt it was time to mix up the lineup and positions slightly to give some girls a chance to prove themselves in different roles as both starters and non-starters.  The team reacted initially with some dismay but I must say the overall effect was very good and proved
what we all know about this team... they are extremely competitive.  The first half got off to an early start in the first 5 minutes with a goal from Kate Young off another failed offside trap after some nifty working of the ball on the part of our girls.  The half continued with some chances here and there, but the lack of dominance in the air was a concern.  East Moline tied things up midway through the half on a low throw-in that found a players head on the back post.  Again, the wind in our faces defensively (beginning to sound like a broken record, huh?), the ladies did well to keep things in check until halftime, where the score remained 1-1.  After the break the ladies we instructed to play early and fast, and not hesitate to finish.  If I said the half could have been scripted any better, then I would be lying -- the ladies went out and absolutely dominated the rest of the match!!  The three goals scored where all great strikes from Kym Kovanda (sen), Danielle Mathieu (soph), and Kate Young (soph).  The ball was moving very well and the ladies dominated in the air in the center of the field.  A much improved effort and a great showing on a Friday night!  Excellent work ladies!!! ~ Coach Eiss

EAST

Thursday, May 4, 6:30pm @ Kelsey Stadium, HHS
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda (c), Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Becca Marion, Kelsey Carroll, Vicki Booth
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Katie Fluegel, Tiphanie Truax
Result:    9-0 final; 5-0 halftime
Team Record:  11-3-1, 5-0-1 (NIC-9)

Thursday night's NIC-9 opponent was last-place East High School.  It was interesting to look at the opposition warming up only to count 13 players. Knowing this would not be the greatest of challenges, this would be a great game to get everyone playing time and in various positions.  The game started slowly  but one the 10 minute mark rolled around, the ladies began solving things on the field and putting the ball in the back of the net.  The halftime score was 5-0, and just before half we pulled an extra player off to play with 10 players.  At the half the ladies were encouraged to work on things we had trained all week, such as 1-2 touch and spreading the attack wide.  We started the second half with 10 and would continue that way, until by accident a second player came off in a botched substitution.  We decided to leave as is and the game continued as it had all half, with our ladies attacking in the oppositions half of the field.  Ultimately, we scored 4 more goals and a number of ladies got in on the scoring end:  Kate Young, Ana Hayes, Tiph Truax all had two goals apiece, while Becca Marion, Danielle Mathieu and Courtney Shelton (that's right, our keeper!!) struck the net as well.  A nice victory and a nice chance to just enjoy a game for a change this season.  Nice job ladies!!! ~ Coach Eiss

GUILFORD TOURNAMENT

CRYSTAL LAKE SOUTH – JV
Friday, May 5, 5:30pm @ Guilford HS

Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sabina Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sam Welcher, Vicki Booth, Kym Kovanda (c), Kelsey Carroll, DanielleMathieu, Kate Young, Becca Marion
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Katie Fluegel, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Tiphanie Truax, Liz King, Maggie Blackburn,Shannan Limberg.
Result: 2-0, Final; 1-0 Halftime   ---   Team Record:  12-3-1 overall

Great opening game against a Crystal Lake South JV-team (CL South, Cary-Grove, and Batavia all fielded JV-teams due to the scheduling conflict with the tournament and Prom at the various schools).  Opportunities were abundant, but scoring was limited.  Nice game defensively.

GUILFORD

Saturday, May 6, 9:00am @ Guilford HS

Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Vicki Booth, Sabina Welcher, Taylor Scott, Caroline Cooper, Sam Welcher, Kelsey Carroll, Danielle Mathieu, Kelsey Carroll, Katie Fluegel, Kate Young, Tiphanie Truax 

Reserve:  Molly Bender, Cristi Brandt (c), Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Kym Kovanda, Liz King, Maggie Blackburn, Becca Marion, Shannan Limberg.
Result: 1-0, Final; 1-0 Halftime   ---   Team Record:  13-3-1 overall
Dominating first half performance with several near miss chances.  Goal from sophomore Natalie Johnson provided the necessary edge needed at halftime.  Second half saw more defending, but backline did well.  Offense just could not find the 2nd goal.  Good game, everyone played! Great result!

CARY GROVE
Saturday, May 6, 11:00am @ Guilford HS

Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sabina Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sam Welcher, Vicki Booth, Kym Kovanda (c), Kelsey Carroll, Natalie Johnson, Kate Young, Danielle Mathieu
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Katie Fluegel, Becca Marion,, Ana Hayes, Tiphanie Truax, Liz King, Maggie Blackburn, Shannan Limberg.
Result: 1-0, Final; 0-0 Halftime   ---   Team Record:  14-3-1 overall
Toughest opponent over the weekend in my book.  Nicely organized team that provided a nice challenge.  Girls did well to organize defensively once they figured out their lineup.  Cracking goal by sophomore Danielle Matieu playing up front for the 1st time this season.  Unfortunate misses in the second half, and great saves from keeper Courtney Shelton.  Best game of the weekend.  Great result ladies!!!

BATAVIA
Saturday, May 6, 1:00pm @ Guilford HS

Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sabina Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sam Welcher, Vicki Booth, Kym Kovanda (c), Kelsey Carroll, Ktie Fluegel, Kate Young, Danielle Mathieu
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Becca Marion,, Ana Hayes, Tiphanie Truax, Liz King, Maggie Blackburn, Shannan Limberg.
Result: 1-0, Final; 1-0 Halftime   ---  Team Record:  15-3-1 overall
Exhausting game but girls managed to keep up their hard work on and off the ball.  A nice team from Batavia and again the defense did well to keep the "clean sheet". Opportunistic goal  by sophomore Kate Young just before halftime and game preserving save once again from keeper
Courtney Shelton.  Nice way to wrap up the weekend.  Congratulations ladies... great tournament... 1st ever 1st-place trophy for HHS Varsity!!!

BELVIDERE
Tuesday, May 9, 6:30pm @ Kelsey Stadium, HHS
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda (c), Vicki Booth, Katie Fluegel, Kelsey Carroll, Kate Young, Danielle Mathieu
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion,, Tiphanie Truax
Result:    7-0 final; 3-0 halftime
Team Record:  16-3-1, 6-0-1 (NIC-9)

Tuesday night's NIC-9 opponent was our purple and gold rivals Belvidere.  Being the first of 2 final NIC-9 matches this week, our last home game, and Senior Night, this game had all the earmarks of being a great matchup.  The girls were instructed to enjoy the moment and honor the seniors, but to do so with their play on the field.  Once the ceremonies were finished it was all about the game.  The weather had become a factor due to the slippery pitch from the rain that was on and off during the JV contest.  This is normally a concern for defenses and goalkeepers, but knowing how well we have
attacked this season, I knew this favored our style of play... thus the ladies were instructed to attack from the start.  And attack they did!  I must admit that the starting 1-15 minutes of this game was some of the best soccer we have played all year.  Absolutely electrifying!  The game started with a bang and the girls passing and movement off the ball created all sorts of problems.  Goal one was scored 5 minutes into the game from a series of passing that looked exactly the way we worked on it in training the night before (finally!).   The final ball came across from Danielle Mathieu to find a sophomore
Kelsey Carroll on the back post for the finish.  The ladies continued the pressure and added a 2nd goal from Kate Young off an assist from Kelsey Carroll just minutes later.  At this point the game turned in favor of Belvidere for a spell, but the ladies battled back to win the better of the play and finish off the half with a brilliant strike by freshmen defender Sam Welcher (not Belcher).  Halftime score 3-0.  At the half, the ladies were instructed to not take this lead for granted but to finish off the game with a 4th goal.  Belvidere had plans of their own and came out aggressive to everything in search of the goal that would bring them back in it.  Our defense held strong and keeper Courtney Shelton made some timely saves, then the whole team started to put its stamp on the match.  Four more second half goals would be scored from Kelsey Carroll (2), Danielle Mathieu, and Tiphanie Truax.  All in all a very impressive display from our girls and a direct reflection of the play over the weekend and training the night before.  Outstanding job ladies!!!  To Kym, Cristi, and Becca... we all wish you the best in your future endeavors and hope your Senior Night was everything you expected!  Thanks for you committment and dedication to this program.  You can truly say you were a part of the future of this budding program.   ~ Coach Eiss

FREEPORT
Thursday, May 11, 6:30pm @ Freeport High School stadium
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda (c), Vicki Booth, Katie Fluegel, Kelsey Carroll,Kate Young, Danielle Mathieu
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion,, Tiphanie Truax
Result:    5-1 final; 2-0 halftime
Team Record:  17-3-1, 7-0-1 (NIC-9)  --- NIC-9 CHAMPS!!!!!!

Thursday night's regular season ending contest and final NIC-9 match-up was against arch-rivals Freeport.  These two programs have had some great contests in the past 4-5 years, and this one was surely not to disappoint.  With the conference title on the line and the most blustery weather conditions since the Harlem match, it seemed as the Freeport coach stated "that the soccer gods had aligned with Freeport".  Well, I think our determined little angels had something else in mind! =)  Taking the wind advantage in the first half was a new strategy for us, but it paid dividends with two 1st half goals - the first off a great run by sophomore Kelsey Carroll to touch the ball passed the on-rushing goalkeeper, and the second off sophomore Kate Young's flick-header (!!!) from a Taylor Scott long throw-in.  Freeport came back with some sneaky attacking of their own, and clearly indicated that they would not simply hand over the NIC-9 crown so easily on this night.  With a 2-0 halftime advantage, the ladies were urged rather strongly to get things organized defensively before Freeport took advantage of it.  With wind in our face for the next 40 minutes, this would be a tall order, and as if predicted, Freeport came out attacking only to strike a goal back within the first 10 minutes of the half.  This left the team with some sorting out to do, but slowly the girls started to begin putting their stamp on the game.  The match itself started to turn extremely physical and as our eloquant  JV coach, Martin Booth, stated so well, "it got a bit nervy, but pure class won out in the end".  And that it did.  With only 10 minutes remaining and Freeport thwarting every attack of our
own, senior captain Kym Kovanda took on two defenders inside the penalty area before calmly side-footing the desparately needed insurance goal off the inside of the post and in.  It was a triumphant moment in a otherwise seemingly helpless second half.  This was the straw that broke the camels back, as they say, as goals 4 and 5 were to follow shortly thereafter -- the first a brilliant exchange of one-touch passes that found a wide open Kelsey Carroll to slot home her second on the night, and the last a great put back by Danielle Mathieu from a rebounded shot off the goalie.  A great ending to a rather frustrating night of end to end action.  In the end, the ladies won despite some rather adverse conditions, ranging from the weather to the officiating (no comment) to a physical team to some mental lapses.  A true test by fire and we made it through!!!  What a finish to an already amazing season.  Congrats on remaing undefeated in the NIC-9 and bringing the conference trophy home to Hononegah for the first time ever!!!!!!!!!!!!! Man, if this is what life is like when you turn 40... then I want to be 40 NEXT year as well!!! =) ~ Coach Eiss

IHSA STATE TOURNAMENT

REGIONAL 1st Round v. JEFFERSON
Tuesday, May 16, 4:00pm @ Jefferson High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda (c), Vicki Booth, Katie Fluegel, Kelsey Carroll, Kate Young, Danielle Mathieu
Reserve:  Molly Bender, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion,Tiphanie Truax
Result:    4-0 final; 2-0 halftime
Team Record:  18-3-1, 7-0-1 (NIC-9)

Tuesday night's IHSA Tournament Regional match up was against NIC-9 opponent and host Rockford Jefferson.  Although the previous meeting between these two teams was very lopsided the first time around, in the State Tournament teams are fighting for their lives and to face such an opponent on their home field would be no simply task.  Motivation for this match was a bit discouraging as we indicated in the warmup, so hopefully the start of the game would indicate a different reading.  To make matters worse, the field we would be playing on was roughly the dimension of a near
perfect square, so this would pose a larger problem to sort out.  The opening 10 minutes of the game saw two goals on corner kicks by Senior captain Cristi Brandt.  A nice lead to have after 10 minutes, but hardly the start a coach needs when faced with a team complacent to play at the oppositions level of play.  The first of two lightening delays was occur 2/3's of the way through the half, and by the time play resume, it may as well have been halftime already.  Halftime score 2-0.  At the half we discussed how to beat the field that was posing problems for us by reshaping our formation.  The results weren't immediate but much more encouraging in attack.  One more goal added by sophomore Danielle Mathieu and a great strike by freshmen Sam Welcher off the post were the hightlights of the game up until the 2nd 20-minute lightening delay.  Once played resume for a fourth and final time, the ladies dominated all but the remaining 3 minutes of the game.  They finally sorted out what was working in attack and starting using it to our advantage.  A final goal from junior Tiphanie Truax would cap off the night's scoring and finish the game at 4-0.  A nice victory that had plenty of
obstacles to hurdle (weather, field dimensions) along the way, but in the books.  Time to focus on Saturday's opponent.  Nicely done girls!!!! ~ Coach Eiss

REGIONAL Final  v.  GUILFORD
Saturday, May 20, 11:00am @ Jefferson High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Molly Bender, Kym Kovanda (c), Vicki Booth, Katie Fluegel, Kelsey Carroll, Kate Young, Becca Marion
Reserve:  Sabina Welcher, Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Danielle Mathieu,Tiphanie Truax, Maggie Blackburn
Result:    3-0 final; 1-0 halftime
Team Record:  19-3-1, 7-0-1 (NIC-9)

Saturday's IHSA Tournament Regional final match up was against NIC-9 opponent Rockford Guilford.  This would be the third time these two teams have met this season, a dangerous situation for any team.  The weather couldn't have cooperated more, although being the first real "hot" day of the season, it would be a challenge of endurance.  The ladies were pumped up to win a Regional Title and set out from the get go to get it done.   Within 10 minutes the girls had scored off a corner from Senior captain Cristi Brandt for Senior captain Kym Kovanda  to head into the net.  The ladies added to
that lead when some great passing found sophomore Katie Fluegel open on the right flank to serve a great ball tor sophomore Kate Young to one-touch in the top near corner of the net.  The rest of the half saw a handful of other chances go beckoning, and defensively the girls tightened things up to win the ball early for most of the match.  Halftime score: 2-0.  After the break, the opposition switched things up to overload one side and thus some defensive confusion ensued.  Once we sorted it out, the ladies started to put their stamp on the game.  After several near misses, the ladies finished off
the match with another header from senior captain Kym Kovanda from another perfectly placed freekick by senior captain Cristi Brandt.  The better play of the game from our girls actually was during the last 10 minutes of the game and they were very unfortunate to not add to the tally.  Ultimately, the ladies accomplished what they had set out to do... win the Regional and put themselves in a position to play in Tuesday night's Sectional semifinal versus Sycamore.  Congratulations ladies!!!!  A much deserved title!  ~ Coach Eiss

SECTIONAL Semifinal vs. SYCAMORE
Tuesday, May 23, 5:00pm @  Rockford Boylan  High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda (c), Vicki Booth, Katie Fluegel, Kelsey Carroll, Kate Young, Danielle Mathieu
Reserve:  Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion,Tiphanie Truax, Maggie Blackburn
Result:    3-2 final PK SD; 1-2 halftime
Team Record:  20-3-1, 7-0-1 (NIC-9)

Tuesday night's IHSA Tournament Sectional match up was against Sycamore, a 3-0 upset winner over Huntley in the Woodstock Marion Regional.  A   team very young and talented, Sycamore came into the game with nothing to lose and a load of confidence following their previous victory.  The game  started out with an immediate score for the Indians, but soon the tide turned as Sycamore scored on two breaks just before halftime.  Encouraged to dig in and find the equalizer, the Lady Indians rose to the challenge as Senior Cristi Brandt buried a direct free kick to level the score midway through
the half.  The other opportunities would go squandered for the rest of the remaining time, PLUS two 10 minute sudden death overtime periods, before deciding the game on penalty kicks.  Sophomore keeper Courtney Shelton stepped up huge in the shootout by first putting away her own penalty shot to put us into the sudden-death phase of the shootout, then calmly saved the 1st Sycamore shooters attempt.  It was all upon the shoulders of sophomore defender Sabina Welcher to put the victory in the books with a smooth left-footed shot in the bottom corner.  It was a heart-stopping game and much more than we anticipated, but what an amazing and exciting victory for the ladies and the program!  Now onto the Sectional Final against arch-nemisis Rockford Boylan.   ~ Coach Eiss

SECTIONAL Final vs. BOYLAN
Thursday, May 25, 6:00pm @  Rockford Boylan  High School
Lineup:  Courtney Shelton (c), Cristi Brandt (c), Sam Welcher, Taylor Scott, Sabina Welcher, Kym Kovanda (c), Vicki Booth, Katie Fluegel, Kelsey Carroll, Kate Young, Danielle Mathieu
Reserve:  Caroline Cooper, Nikki Hanson, Natalie Johnson, Ana Hayes, Becca Marion,Tiphanie Truax, Maggie Blackburn
Result:    2-1 loss; 1-1 halftime
Team Record:  20-4-1, 7-0-1 (NIC-9)

