GAME 1 vs. WINNEBAGO
Tuesday, March 22, 4:30pm @ Winnebago
Lineup:  Kait Leithauser, Laura Firnbach, Sabina Welcher, Meg Hogan, Rachel Petre, Taylor Scott, Cristi Brandt, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Jenny Chu (captain)
Reserve:  Therese Richards, Liz King, Kelsey Carroll, Courtney Shelton, Katie Fluegal
Result:   2-0, win; 0-0 halftime                     
Team Record:  1-0-0

The 2005 season officially began Tuesday night with a victory over non-conference opponent Winnebago.  It was a brutally cold evening to play, but the ladies performed well as a team in their first outing.  The lineup included an assortment of new and old faces, youth and experience.  With the wind in our faces, the team did well to dictate the pace of the game and assert their control over the majority of possession after the 15 minute mark.  A handful of quality opportunities presented themselves, but none could be finished to put us in the lead by halftime.  Halftime score: 0-0.  At the outset of the second half, some lineup changes due to the wind advantage helped the team keep the ball predominantly in the oppositions half until the two necessary goals were scored.  The first was a shot from the left center of the box by freshmen Danielle Mathieu after her teammates put amazing pressure on the ball and found her open in the center of the 18.  The second from a clever move from senior-captain Jenny Chu, after she wisely used her body to keep possession of the ball on the edge of the 18 before turning and striking over the keepers head.  The team looked good overall in attack -- movement off the ball and into space, limited touches, ball moved constantly... our only glaring weakness being our finishing [20 shots on goal and only two finished].  Defensively, we held our own and forced the opposition into turning balls over; however, as a team working together as one defensive unit, there is still work to do.  For the first game of the season, the coaches were very, very pleased with the encouraging things we saw, and also were presented with some things to work on in the immediate and not so distant future.  Great job ladies!!!  That's to all who came to support us... hope you didn't catch any frostbite!  =)   ~ Coach Eiss

GAME 2 vs. ROCKFORD CHRISTIAN LIFE
Saturday, March 26, 11:00pm @ Christian Life
Lineup:  Kait Leithauser, Laura Firnbach, Sabina Welcher, Meg Hogan, Rachel Petre, Taylor Scott, Cristi Brandt, Kym Kovanda, Danielle Mathieu, Kate Young, Jenny Chu (captain)
Reserve:  Therese Richards, Liz King, Kelsey Carroll, Courtney Shelton, Katie Fluegal
Result:   9-0, win; 2-0 halftime                     
Team Record:  2-0-0

Saturday's game versus Christian Life saw us playing in absolutely gorgeous weather for March!  What a relief after the previous week.  The game would start with no changes to the previous games lineup.   From the outset the ladies dominated a less competitive side, keeping the ball for 95% of the first half in the oppositions side of the field.  Goals were not easy to come by with the stellar play of the opposition's goalkeeper, but once the team was able to get in behind the defensive backs, the goals just started flowing.  The first have ended with 13 corner kicks (!!!) and dozen or so shots on goal, and at last -- two strikes to put us up by 2-0 at halftime -- one from a joint effort by Kelsey Carroll (the scorer) and Katie Fluegal off a serve from the right side of the field, and the second from a breakaway by Danielle Mathieu a minute or two later..  Halftime score: 2-0. The second half saw more of the same as we opened almost immediately with a goal and then proceeded to add 6 more as the half went on.  (I would include all the names of the scorer's and assisters but quite frankly I don't remember them all -- sorry).  The team did very well to spread out the field in the second half and really open up the center of the field for the midfielders to do their jobs.  The forwards did well to find space in behind the defense, and our backs did a solid job of supporting the midfield in attack and denying the opposition any chances on goal.  A special mention should go out to all three keepers (yes, I said three) -- Courtney Shelton, Kait Leithauser, and Laura Firnbach!!!  Great to see them get time on the field and for Firnie to actually put on a jersey and gloves.  Ha ha.  It was a very fun game.  Great job ladies.  Next up Lutheran. ~ Coach Eiss

GAME 3 vs. ROCKFORD LUTHERAN
Tuesday, March 29, 6:00pm @ Rockford Lutheran
Lineup:  Leithauser, Firnbach, Welcher, Hogan, Petre, Scott, Kovand, Brandt, Young, Mathieu, Chu
Reserve:  Shelton, King, Richards, Fluegal, Carroll
Result:   3-2, win; 3-2 halftime                     
Team Record:  3-0-0
Tuesday’s game versus non-conference opponent Rockford Lutheran proved to be the team's first big test of the season.  A much more mature opponent than last year, Lutheran combined speed with skill to put our girls under extensive amounts of pressure.  The wind and field dimensions definitely added to the chaos as well.  With the same starting lineup used the previous week, the ladies took to the field and immediately began controlling possession.  Within fifteen minutes the girls had made the score 2-0 on goals by Cristi Brandt and Kate Young, and just missed another that hit off one post and traveled along the goalmouth before exiting out.  Perhaps a bit of overconfidence set in, but within five minutes Lutheran had tied it all up with two strikes one-minute apart from each other.  Suddenly, our girls were in foreign territory -- being scored on not once, but twice.  The team responded very well with some attacking soccer and soon found the goal, which would prove to be the winner on a goal from Kelsey Carroll just around the half-hour mark.  The half ended with our girls attacking more but not finding the net again.  Halftime score: 3-2.  After a sobering halftime speech about the wiles of poor team defense and man marking, the team agreed to set out the second half and not allow a single goal to be scored.  Other than the flurry of sporadic attacks from the opposition in the first and last 10 minutes of the half, the ladies played well against the wind and managed to keep the majority of the play in the midfield and attacking third of the field.  Three times the ladies came oh so close to putting in the insurance goal, but nothing came of it.  At the other end, second half keeper Courtney Shelton made a game saving block on a point blank shot in a congestion penalty area to help the team prove what they had set out to do... keep the ball out of the net.  And so it was - a 3-2 final with no goals allowed in the second half.  A good battle for this team early in the season and more importantly some impressive resolve on the part of our girls to get the job done.  Outstanding job ladies!!!  ~ Coach Eiss

GAME 4 vs. CHICAGO LANE TECH

Tuesday, March 29, 6:00pm @ Lane Technology School
Lineup:  Shelton, Scott, Welcher, Hogan, Petre, Brandt, Kovand, Mathieu, Young, Carroll, Chu
Reserve:  Leithauser, King, Richards, Fluegal, Firnbach
Result:   2-2, win; 0-2 halftime                     
Team Record:  3-0-1

For three years we have tried to schedule this game in Chicago with Lane Tech.  Finally, this season it worked out!  And I am glad to say it was worth the trip.  A very prestigious school in the north side of Chicago, Lane Tech boasts the largest school building in all of Illinios, and if you were there to see it, you would swear it was something straight out of Harry Potter.  But, on with the game... The stadium was uniquely charming with it's concrete walls, old-school locker rooms, and cinder track.  Unfortunately, the field itself was the size of a postage stamp!  This would prove to be the hardest part of the day... figuring out how to play with 22 players on such a small field.  Nothing like home field advantage, right?  The lineup included only one true change from the previous game, and the weather proved to be quite nice with the exception of the enormous building working as a wind block and forcing the wind straight down one goalmouth.  The team started out with some difficulties getting used to the field, but more importantly on sorting out the defense.  Within 15 minutes the home team were up 2-0 on goals by they All State junior forward #13.  Once we sorted out that mess, we were able to finally start mounting some sort of attack against the wind and came close on two occasions to finding the net.  Halftime score: 0-2.  At the break, the team received a near tape-recorded version of the talk we had at the Lutheran game about team defense and marking.  We set the same goal of not allowing any more goals and to keep putting the pressure on their goal in order to get the result we wanted.  This proved to be the case as the girls shutdown their attack and really kept things bottled up in the opposition's half.  The hard work and effort paid off with a calmly struck penalty kick by Kym Kovanda and a pinpoint free-kick by Cristi Brandt to even up the score with 15 minutes to play.  The defense held strong as the home team had a couple of attempts on goal left in them - one forcing a superb point-blank save from keeper Kait Leithauser to keep the score level.  Within the dying minutes our girls had two more chances to possibly take the lead and steal a victory, but not on this day.  The final score ended 2-2.  A good result facing the challenges of the day and especially against the Chicago Public Leagure champions!!!  In the words of Laura Firnbach, "Amazing!!".  Great job girls.  Next up --- HARLEM!!!  =)  
Coach Eiss

GAME 5 vs. HARLEM

Thursday, April 7, 6:30pm @ Harlem
Lineup: Shelton, Petre, Hogan, Firnbach, Brandt, Scott, Kovanda, Welcher, Young, Mathieu, Chu
Reserve:  Leithauser, King, Richards, Carroll, Fluegal
Result:   1-3, lose; 1-0 halftime                     Team Record:  3-1-1
      
Thursday night's game was against neighboring NIC-9 rivals Harlem.  It was a game that promised to be a tough, competitive match from the get go.  This year Harlem would prove to be even tougher, more mature opponent, and a great test for our younger players who were getting their first taste of NIC-9 action   Our ladies started out playing very confidently on the ball, moving it well and getting several looks at the opponents goal.  Dominating play for a majority of the half, the girls kept the play primarily in Harlem's half.  The goal that was beckoning finally arrived at the 30-minute mark, when Cristi Brandt's deep corner kick was rescued with a brilliant header by Laura Firnbach and then buried on the volley by Rachel Petre.  The half pretty much finished out with Hononegah with the better of play. Haltime score, 1-0.  After the half, it was apparent from the get go that Harlem had gotten a tongue-lashing and were visibly and vocally more into attacking our defense which was rock solid in the first half.  As the half wore on, fatigue started to set in with our girls and a mental lapse on a Harlem corner kick allowed them to creep back in the match after 24 minutes.  The score was all knotted at 1 each.  The game that had looked so controlling for us in the first half soon became an all out ugly affair as Harlem was scratching and clawing to get a victory.  Our ladies mounted two to three really quality chances in the second half in search of the much needed second goal that would assure them a likely victory, but as fate would have it, it was Harlem who struck on another momentary lapse in concentration on our part.  Beaten on a hard driven ball over the top, we could all only watch as Harlem put away the game-winner 5 minutes from time.  A crushing blow, but to the girl's credit, not our last attempt to erase the deficit.  In the end, the score would be 3-1, but in fairness our ladies had done all they could to keep pushing forward, even in the dying seconds. Game ended 3-1.  A very tough loss especially with how well the team had maintained their style of play and dominated portions of the match.  Unfortunately, there are always two halves to a game, and if we can manage to be consistent in our attacking style for both of those halves, we will be a very successful team.  Tonight, that was a tough, tough lesson to learn.   ~Coach Eiss 

GAME 6 vs. BURLINGTON CENTRAL
Saturday, April 9, Noon @ Burlington Central
Lineup: Shelton, Petre, Brandt, Firnbach, Hogan, Scott, Welcher, Kovanda, Mathieu, Chu, Young
Reserve:  Leithauser, King, Richards, Carroll, Fluegal
Result:   1-1, tie; 1-0 halftime                     Team Record:  3-1-2

     Saturday the Varsity team took to the road to face Class A sectional semifinalist Burlington Central.  The day was perfect for soccer minus the ever-present wind at Burlington.  The field was a beautiful field from a size standpoint, but the lack of rain and shortness of grass made it like an artificial surface and thus posed problems for both teams.  We shaped our lineup according to the conditions and adjusted quite well.  Our defense held firm and our midfield gradually got more and more involved as the half wore on.  Our attacking led to a couple prime opportunities, one resulting in a collision between Kelsey Carroll and the keeper for Burlington that ruled in favor of us and a penalty kick was awarded.  Kym Kovanda calmly put it away to make the score 1-0.  A very unnerved and feisty Burlington team responded by attacking for the rest of the game as the penalty did not sit well with them.  Halftime score, 1-0.  At halftime, I simply warned of the pitfalls of having a 1-0 lead as we found ourselves in the same situation again, and to also keep their emotions in check since the opposition were verbally engaging in plenty of spirited talk.  The ladies responded with a strong defensive display and some good moments of attack.  Ultimately, the wind played more of a disadvantage on such a fast pitch and so the chances to find the insurance goal were few and far between.  At the other end, Burlington was pushing hard in search of the equalizer, which unfortunately came with just 7 minutes remaining in the match.  Our girls responded this time with a little more determination to get the result on the road, and finished out the game with this in mind... but not until some late game drama that nearly turned the tide for the opposition.  Luckily, a brilliant game-saving stop from goalkeeper Courtney Shelton made all the difference with 2 minutes to go and the girls held on for the tie.  Brilliant job ladies!!!  YOU EARNED this one... a tie on the road is like a victory any day in my book!!  NEXT UP.... BOYLAN!!!! =) ~ Coach Eiss

GAME 7 vs. ROCKFORD BOYLAN

Tuesday, April 12, @ Boylan
Lineup:  Shelton, Petre, Brandt, Hogan, Firnbach, Scott, Welcher, Kovanda, Mathieu, Young, Chu
Reserve:  Leithauser, Fluegal, King, Richards, Carroll
Result:   1-1 tie, OT; 1-0 halftime                     Team Record:  3-1-3

WOW... What can you say really, except... WOW!  The ladies made Hononegah Girls Soccer history last night being the first team EVER to not lose to Boylan.  This is no small task as Boylan has never lost a single NIC-9 conference game since 1986, and only 3 teams have even come this close - Guilford twice and now us!  Pretty amazing really.  The worst part is that we were THAT close to actually doing it!  Man, but what a game... drama from the open minutes to the very end of regulation to the craziness of 2 ten minute overtime periods.  The girls were well prepared for this one with the two tough games against Harlem and Burlington Central.  The lineup was exactly that of the Burlington game, and proved to be as sturdy defensively as it was then.  The girls really responded after the opening assault of the first 5 minutes, and slowly began trading punch for punch, so to speak.  We began pressing the attacking and creating some quality chances that was a warning signal to the opposition that we came hear to win, not just play.  After twenty minutes a free kick was awarded and sweeper Cristi Brandt promptly stepped up and buried it from 35 yards out.  From there the girl's confidence only grew and the longer Boylan went without scoring the better we looked.  The halftime ended 1-0 in our favor.  The halftime speech was not one for sitting back and enjoying, but rather to focus on being in the same spot for the last two previous games... with a 1-0 advantage.  The second half proved to be more of the first, only Boylan was doing everything in their power to get back the goal they so desperately needed.  Time after time our defense denied them that opportunity, but that did not deter the opponents from trying.  With 3:30 left in the game a freekick was awarded to Boylan deep in the right corner of the field.  It was basically a corner kick play and as luck would have it, they slipped free on the back post long enough to find the gap and pounce on it.  The score was all level and still with time to go.  Kate Young was played a brilliant through-ball and was able to out sprint two defenders who chased her all the way to the penalty area.  She struck her shot just to the right and on goal, but the advancing keeper was able to get a glove enough on the ball to redirect it out of the goalmouth.  Boylan had one last corner as the clock ticked to zero and actually scored on it, but had not done so in time for the time to run out.  In soccer, the ball must be across the line prior to the final whistle.  The officials made the right call (no comment) and thus the game went into overtime according to NIC-9 conference rules.  The ladies did all they could to hold on, as they were fatigued and battle weary, but amazingly we held strong and came away with an amazing draw -- I know, sounds funny doesn't it?  My hat goes off to the ENTIRE team on this one... they all truly rose to the occasion and made us all proud, showing just how talented they can be.  Outstanding!  Now can we start believing ladies??  =) Coach Eiss

GAME 8 vs. ROCKFORD JEFFERSON

Wednesday, April 13, @ Jefferson
Lineup:  Shelton, Scott, Brandt, Petre, Welcher, Carroll, Chu, Kovanda, Mathieu, Young, Fluegal
Reserve:  Leithauser, Firnbach, Hogan, King, Richards
Result:   5-1; 1-1 halftime                     Team Record:  4-1-3

This game was like trying to start your car when it is on fumes... we simply had nothing left in the tank after such an emotionally and physically draining game the night before.  We adjusted the lineup to give some of the defenders a rest, and took to the field straight away.  Within 10 minutes, Cristi Brandt put back a ball from half-field straight into the wind and past the keeper who was four yards off her line.  With such an easy goal, the ladies relaxed a bit and looked out of sorts as the Jefferson team took it to us.  Sure enough, as almost predicted on the sidelines, the opposition takes one run down field and scores. evening up the game and now really putting our team under pressure.  Halftime score 1-1.  The "lecture" at halftime was all to familiar, but realistically we as coaches could do nothing -- it had to come from within the girls on this night.  They reacted well by coming out and keeping possession of the ball, working it into the corners and getting the opportunities necessary to finish the job.  Four unanswered second half goals by Cristi Brandt, Taylor Scott, Kelsey Carroll, and Danielle Mathieu would do the trick and send us home for an long awaited evening of rest.  A struggle of a game, but a strong second half showing against the wind was more that enough to make this coach happy.  Well done girls!  Next up... "Charlie's Angels" as we call them or Divine Saviour Holy Angels from Milwaukee.  Coach Eiss

GAME 9 vs. DIVINE SAVIOR HOLY ANGELS
Friday, April 15, 5:00pm @ Sportscore 1                                         Score:  2-0, loss                                                            Overall Record:  4-2-3
This year's meeting with DHSA was no different than that of the past three.  We witnessed a class program put on a lesson on technical quality and movement off the ball.  Impressive to watch, absolute nightmare to coach against.  Our ladies did the best they could to contain it for as long as they could, and if it wasn't for the offsides trap working in the 2nd half, this thing could have gotten real ugly.  Looking forward to Saturday already!  ;-)   Coach Eiss

GAME 10 vs. ALGONQUIN JACOBS
Saturday, April 16, 9:30pm @ Sportscore 1                                    Score: 3-1, loss                                                             Overall Record:  4-3-3
For the first time in years, I felt like we were on an even playing field versus Jacobs.  Typically, this team has always dominated the game, but honestly I must confess, aside from our lack of scoring in this one, I was please with our display.  Lady Luck was definitely NOT on our side as two potential goals in the 2nd half were not allowed since the ball did not officially cross the line.  It took us until the last 20 seconds to find the elusive goal, a nice rebound off her own initial shot by Kym Kovanda.  We played ladies... don't get hang your heads, you played well!  We very well could face this team again.  Coach Eiss

GAME 11 vs. MOLINE
Saturday, April 16, 1:00pm @ Sportscore 1                                      Score: 2-1, win                                                             Overall Record:  5-3-3
Ahhhh... the sweet taste of victory once again!  After a two frustrating games prior to this one, we just told the girls to have some fun and look to take the 7th place title (hey, we had to aim for something, right?).  The ladies did well to find the net twice on two great strikes by freshmen Kate Young and Danielle Mathieu.  The girls had chances to add to the lead in the second half, but as it turned out the two goals were enough to secure the victory.  Well done!   Coach Eiss

GAME 12 vs. ROCKFORD GUILFORD
Thursday, April 21, 4:30pm @ Pacific Bearing
Lineup: Shelton, Firnbach, Brandt, Hogan, Petre, Scott, Welcher, Kovanda, Mathieu, Young, Chu
Reserve:  Carroll, Leithauser, Richards, Fluegal, King
Result:   5-2 win; 0-1 halftime                     Team Record:  6-3-3

Thursday night saw the ladies take on NIC-9 foe Guilford.  The home field advantage was new to us, as it was the first time we had a chance to play an actual game on the new "home" site, Pacific Bearing.  Beautiful fields and lots of space to play in, the field was definitely in better shape than the scrimmage two nights previous, but was not so much an advantage.  As in Tuesdays scrimmage with JV, the ladies struggled going up hill on the large field, and after panicking for the first twenty minutes, finally conceded the goal that seemed to be inevitable.  Once the lineup was adjusted to combat to seemingly more athletic visitors, the girls settled in and began regaining command of the game.  By the time we seemed to be where we should be, the half time whistle sounded.  Halftime score: 0-1.  We spent the halftime talking about reestablishing control of the game and taking it more seriously in the second half.  The girls responded nearly immediately with a great goal from senior Kait Leithauser off a corner kick ten minutes into the half.  Shortly after the game opened up on a goal from 25 yards out by forward Kym Kovanda.  Immediately, Guilford came right back and won an apparent penalty kick.... which they put 5 yards over the bar and out of play.  This was THE turning point of the game... on the ensuing goal kick the ladies worked the ball quickly into scoring position and Kate Young found the back of the net on nearly an identical replay of the previous goal.  Moments later, Kelsey Carroll took a thru-pass and dribbled into the 18, before nestling her shot in the far side netting to make the score 4-1.  Another corner kick produced the final goal the girls would score on a header by Rachel Petre after a serve from Cristi Brandt.  The Vikings, who seemed lifeless from the missed PK and on, suddenly sprang to life to make the remaining 10 minutes very interesting.  After giving up a second goal, our team was fortunate not to conceded a third or fourth, but our defense made the necessary stops and led us to the victory we had talked about at halftime.  Final score 5-2.  Great win for our program since we have struggled against Guilford each year.  It was nice to see 5 goals hit the back of the net for a change, especially after working on finishing the previous couple of training sessions.  Great job ladies.  Now we look forward to the battle of the purple and gold versus Belvidere. ~ Coach Eiss

GAME 13 vs. BELVIDERE

Thursday, April 28, 6:30pm @ Belvidere 
Lineup: Shelton, Scott, Brandt, Firnbach, Petre, Carroll, Welcher, Kovanda, Mathieu, Young, Chu
Reserve:  Hogan, Leithauser, Richards, Fluegal, King
Result:   1-1 tie OT; 0-0 halftime                     Team Record:  6-3-4

Thursday night's game was the battle of the Purple and Gold... Hononegah v. Belvidere.  This has been a good rivalry for the last four years, but Belvidere has had the better hand the previous three.  Without the vaunted team of last year and all its seniors, Belvidere still fielded a very athletic and talented squad.  The ladies took it to heart that this NIC-9 game would be as exciting and competitive as all their conference games have been this season.  Encouraged to go out and put a good performance in on the opposing team's home soil, the ladies did just that.  After a shaky opening 15 minutes, our girls finally got comfortable going forward and creating chances.  Some decent opportunities presented themselves for both teams, but nothing that would change the outcome of this match.  The halftime score: 0-0.  At halftime we talked about adjusting our lineup to combat the midfield that had been beating us in the middle, and then adjusted out forwards positions slightly to create more room on the already narrow field.  It seemed to pay off as our chances become more quality chances.  Unfortunately, for only the third or fourth time this season, our ladies found themselves behind after Belvidere scored in the first 10 minutes of the half.  Our ladies responded immediately with an attack that nearly knotted the score at one each.  Instead, the girls battled even harder to get the equalizer and did so off a nice four-pass combination that found Kym Kovanda posting up at the top of the 18.  A brilliant strike and the score was tied at 1-1.  The game would continue to provide our girls with a handful of more quality chances and came so close once or twice after that to finding the winning goal, but time expired prior to doing so.  So, off to overtime we go again.  After two exciting overtimes that saw us hit the post and nearly sneak in a corner kick, the scored remained 1-1 for the record.  An outstanding game that I think the girls knew they could win, but unfortunately just never seemed to want to work out that way.  Very proud effort and commitment to the result girls!  Coach Eiss

GAME 14 vs. EAST MOLINE UNITED TOWNSHIP
Friday, April 29, 6:00pm @ East Moline-United Township
Lineup: Shelton, Firnbach, Brandt, Welcher, Petre, Scott, Young, Mathieu, Carroll, Kovanda, Chu
Reserve:  Hogan, Leithauser, Richards, Fluegal, King
Result:   0-5 loss; 0-2 halftime                     Team Record:  6-4-4

Drained from the previous night's work, off to our annual two-hour trek to East Moline to play United Township.  This game always is a test for us, because it always is the day after Belvidere, and the bus ride proves to be draining as well.  After the exciting and drama of the night before, this time we seemed to never quite find our rhythm.  Our ladies started out well with two or three quality opportunities to score and take the early lead, but known of them would find the back of the net.  Mean while an ever-attacking East Moline side was giving us fits in the back, and on two occasions found the net.  The halftime score: 0-2.  We discussed how we had nothing to lose this game, and being down 2 goals was no different than being down 10 when the final whistle sounded, so we would go forward in search of goals and attack with three forwards for the rest of the game.  Defensively, our entire team was not their sharpest but yet was alert enough to keep things at bay while we mounted some threatening drives right off the bat in the second half.  Unpredictably the opposition stuck away the one first good opportunity of the half and now we found ourselves desperate to find goals.  The night was cursed I tell you, because not even a penalty call could bring us back.  It was just unexplainable the lid that seemed to be on the opposition's goalmouth, and yet every touch of theirs on goal was made for the net!!  What can you do at this point?  As I exhausted every option to get goals, I must say that the ladies never once stopped their drive to find one, and for that I am proud.  Some nights you just have to admit that it wasn't your night.  Against a team that you can compete with that can be frustrating to admit as opposed to a team that you may have been outclassed against.   It was clear we had a case of the same blues we had the day after the Boylan game when we played Jefferson... not much left in the tank for this one.  The good news is that everyone enjoyed the coach bus done and the movies there and back.  Hopefully that was worth the trip.  Time to wipe this one off the slate and turn our heads to Auburn.  Coach Eiss (or is that "Iss"?).... =)

GAME 15 vs. ROCKFORD AUBURN
Thursday, May 5,, 4:30pm @ Pacific Bearing
Lineup: Shelton, Cooper, Brandt, Chu, Petre, Scott,  Mathieu, Fluegal, Welcher, Young, Carroll
Reserve:  Hogan, Leithauser, Richards, Firnbach, Kovanda, King, Truax, Hanson
Result:   3-0 win; 0-0 halftime                     Team Record:  7-4-4

Thursday night's game was versus NIC-9 opponent Auburn.  The game took on a different tone as we had several players out of action for a variety of reasons.  This would be the first time all season we fielded the youngest lineup yet... all 7 freshmen got the start.  Lacking in leadership, we most definitely knew we would not be lacking in effort, as the ladies took to the field right away and found themselves in a battle with Auburn playing both against the wind and "uphill" (if you have been to the field at PB, you know of what I speak).  The first half produce a handful of quality chances inside the penalty area that we squandered, while the opposition only threatened twice.  Halftime score:  0-0.  After the "broken record" speech (hey, it seems to work, what can I say), the ladies produced the kind of soccer we all know they are capable of.  After missing a handful quality scoring chances yet again, it was time to move our veteran players out of the back and into scoring position.  Almost instantaneously, we produced two goals:  one off a brilliant 30 yards strike from Taylor Scott from the right flank, and the second off a breakaway by Kate Young.  The third and final goal was the play of the game... it started with the right-back Caroline Cooper and moved in possession all the way through the back line and midfield before Jenny Chu played a splendid through ball to Liz King who wisely let it run onto the overlapping Danielle Mathieu.  Danielle cut the ball back on the edge of the 18 before finishing the ball into the far side net for the final score.  A great game for the confidence of our younger players, and a welcome result for the week.  Great job ladies!!!  Coach Eiss

GAME 16 vs. FREEPORT
Thursday, May 9, 5:00pm @ Kelsey Stadium or Pacific Bearing
Lineup:  Shelton, Scott, Brandt, Petre, Welcher, Carroll, Firnbach, Kovanda, Mathieu, Young, Chu
Reserve:  Hogan, Leithauser, King, Fluegal, Cooper, Richards
Result:  2-0, win; 0-0 halftime                     Team Record: 8-4-4

Monday night was Senior Night - a great way to send off our four senior players this season.  Freeport was up to repaying the debt of us beating them on their Senior Night last year.  It was not our night as Freeport took the better of the play in large spells in the first half.  Halftime score 0-0.  After another glorious halftime "chat", we refocused the ladies into their responsibilities and played a much more inspired second half.  The game began to shift once our midfield started winning the battle in the air.  With a one-minute span, we netted twice on goals by Therese Richards and Kate Young, nearly giving up the tying goal in the midst of those two moments.  All in all we deserved this win... just one of those games where you know it will get done, but when is the question everyone wants answered.  Good victory.  One more NIC-9 game remaining.  ~ Coach Eiss

GAME 17 vs. ROCKFORD EAST
Thursday, May 12, 6:30pm @ Swanson Stadium (Guilford)
Lineup:  Shelton, Scott, Brandt, Petre, Welcher, Carroll, Firnbach, Kovanda, Mathieu, Young, Leithauser
Reserve:  Hogan, Cooper, King, Fluegal, Hanson, (Chu, Richards)
Result:  8-2, win; 5-2 halftime                      Team Record:  9-4-4

Thursday night's game saw the ladies playing at Guilford Stadium against East for their Senior Night.  The "surprise" team of the NIC-9 this sesaon, East was not up to the challenge that I had proposed to our girls that night... WIN this game and you will secure 3rd place in the NIC-9, which hasn't been done in four years at HHS!!!  The ladies responded immediately with 3 goals inside of 10 minutes (!!!!).  The game quickly turned however after our fourth goal when East retaliated with two of their own.  Halftime score: 5-2.  At halftime I was livid about the way we let them back into the game and made the ladies focus on not allowing a single goal the rest of the game.  Not only did the girls answer the challenge, but provided three more goals as well to make the final a 8-2 blowout!  Well done girls... very impressive.  Way to go out in style in the NIC-9!!!  ~ Coach Eiss

Game18 vs. OSWEGO
Friday, May 13, 3:30pm @ Sportscore 2 (ISC)
Lineup:  Shelton, Scott, Brandt, Petre, Welcher, Carroll, Firnbach, Kovanda, Mathieu, Young, Chu
Reserve:  Hogan, Cooper, King, Fluegal, Leithauser,Richards, Truax, Hanson
Result:  0-1, loss; 0-1 halftime                      Team Record:  9-5-4
Tough match... we gave the other team too much respect in the first half.  Put together a good second half by raising the tempo of play and made a game of it.  Unlucky to not come away with a draw. 

GAME 19 vs. CRYSTAL LAKE SOUTH
Friday, May 13, 7:00pm @ ISC
Lineup:  Shelton, Firnbach, Brandt, Chu, Petre, Carroll, Scott, Mathieu, Welcher, Kovanda, Young
Reserve:  Hogan, King, Cooper, Leithauser, Fluegal, Richards, Truax, Hanson
Result:  2-1 win; 2-1 halftime                      Team Record:  10-5-4
Best game we have played in a while.  Complete team victory against a strong opponent.  Two of our best goals all season.  This was one to have seen... very exciting from end to end against a worthy opponent.  Crystal Lake South is the #6 seed in our Sectional (we are #8!!).  Great win.

GAME 20 vs.BELVIDERE
Saturday, May 14, 10:00am @ ISC
Lineup:  Shelton, Firnbach, Brandt, Chu, Petre, Carroll, Scott, Mathieu, Welcher, Kovanda, Young
Reserve: Hogan, King, Leithauser, Cooper, Fluegal, Richards, Truax, Hanson
Result:  0-1, loss; 0-0 halftime                      Team Record:  10-6-4
Tough loss... really only because we could NOT finish our chances in the first half when we had the wind and were goind "downhill".  Second half we battled back in the last 15 minutes but we just not able to score.  Unfortuante as I felt we played a good enough first half. 

GAME 21 vs.CHAMPAIGN CENTENNIAL
Saturday, May 14, Noon @ ISC
Lineup:  Shelton, Scott, Welcher, Petre, Cooper, Fluegal, Brandt, Chu, Mathieu, Young, Carroll
Reserve: Hogan, King, Leithauser, Firnbach, Kovanda, Richards, Truax, Hanson
Result:  3-0, win; 2-0 halftime                      Team Record:  11-6-4
Second time we won the bottom of the barrel consolation championship this season!!  Sweet!  Nice game to get all the none starters in and play.  We did some nice things this match, but allowed Centennial to nearly creep back in before Laura Firnbach's goal put us up by 3 and slammed the door shut.  Nice way to finish the tournament.  We just had fun and played.

GAME 22 vs. FOX LAKE GRANT
Tuesday, May 24, 4:00pm @ Crystal Lake Prairie Ridge
Lineup:  Shelton, Firnbach, Brandt, Chu, Petre, Carroll, Scott, Mathieu, Welcher, Kovanda, Young
Reserve:  Hogan, Leithauser, King, Fluegal, Cooper, Richards
Result: 2-1, win; 1-0 halftime                     Team Record: 12-6-4

Our first game in the IHSA State Tournament pitted us against Class 'A' Sectional Finalists Fox Lake Grant.  A nice team that centers around their primary playmaker #10, this would prove to be a challenge for an opening match if we did not decide to take the game to them.  The lineup was adjusted to accommodate their play as Coach Vee and myself had scouted them out the week prior, but also took advantage of the strengths that our team possesses.  The first half could not have started out any better with the ladies taking the action straight to them.  There was a slight wind in our favor that would definitely help both teams as we later found out in the second half, no matter how little it seemed to be a factor early on.  The ladies had several chances right off the bat, and capitalized on a corner kick ten minutes into the match off the head of Rachel Petre.  Scoring that soon in a big match can sometimes be a double-edged sword... it can provide you with either the confidence to continue to go forward or the overconfidence to lay back.  The ladies surged ahead but could not finish off the chances they had in the rest of the first half.  On the flipside, the Grant team started gaining momentum off our players getting some rest on the sidelines, a mistake I quickly took credit for at halftime and promised not to recreate in the second half.  The score ended 1-0 at halftime with the game in hand... or so it seemed.  At halftime I was not pleased with the way we let the opposition creep back into the match and warned the girls of the danger of not scoring a second goal.  The Fox Lake team came out in the second half and fighting for their lives, and didn't let up for twenty some minutes.  We did all we could to get through it and weather the storm, but not before #10 strike a 30-yard goal to level the score.  As the game now shifted into the danger zone, we shuffled the lineup to gain control of the midfield once again and slowly but surely began to put our stamp back on the game.  The final tally would come yet again from the head of Rachel Petre off another Cristi Brandt corner kick with 10 minutes remaining.  It would prove to be the only goal needed, but only after Cristi Brandt saw two free kicks crash off the crossbar and Taylor Scott put one off the top-side of the crossbar.  A great victory for the ladies on a rather hot, windy day, and a chance to face the #1 seed int eh Sectional on Thursday... Prairie Ridge.  Well done ladies!!!  ~ Coach Eiss

GAME 23 vs. CRYSTAL LAKE PRAIRIE RIDGE
Thursday, May 26, 4:00pm @ Crystal Lake Prairie Ridge
Lineup:  Shelton, Firnbach, Brandt, Petre, Welcher, Scott,  Chu, Kovanda, Mathieu, Carroll, Young
Reserve:  Hogan, Leithauser, King, Fluegal, Cooper, Richards
Result: 1-0, loss; 0-0 halftime                     Team Record: 12-7-4

All we wanted Tuesday night was a chance to face the "best" in our Sectional on Thursday night.  In the Regional Final, Crystal Lake Prairie Ridge looked to be an overwhelming favorite on paper... 10 returning players from last year's IHSA State Quarterfinalist and Sectional Champion team.  David v. Goliath you say?  Well, not quite, but awfully close.  The game was played in pretty much the same conditions as the game before... somewhat hot and windy, only this time instead of a 10 minute delay due to late arriving officials we had a 20 minute for the same thing.  The lineup was again adjusted for the opposition whom Coach Vee and myself had again scouted out when they played Boylan in Rockford two weeks before.  The ladies were simply asked to leave everything on the field and commit to getting a result (tie or win).  With that in mind, I am not sure any of us expected the performance we got from our courageous young athletes!  Truly inspirational play at times.... clearly playing against a more structured, knowledgeable veteran team, our girls played simply magnificent!  They did not back down from any challenge or miss a chance to put the ball forward.  Courntey Shelton deserves her own praise for putting in a display that had the opposing coach calling her "amazing!".  With the wind in the first half the ladies had their best chance of the game thwarted by a defender on the goaline after a fierce header by Laura Firnbach off a Cristi Brandt corner that had already beaten the goalkeeper.  Halftime score: 0-0.  At halftime I encouraged the girls to keep pushing the attack on the counter (when they had numbers forward) as this was our best chance to find the elusive goal.  Prairie Ridge used the wind to aid their attack and really put the pressure our goalmouth for a majority of the 2nd half.  It was a test of character at this point, as wave after wave of attacks were finished off by either our defense or our fearless keeper.  With about 15 minutes left, a unpredictable shot by Sabina Welcher found the keeper off her line and backpedaling as her shot looked destined to find the net, only to be tip over the bar at the last possible second for a corner.  Not two minutes later the only goal of the game would come at the hand of one of Prairie Ridge's two "twin towers".  I momentary lapse in defense found the opening necessary to put away the game with one strike.  It was a valiant effort the last 10 minutes on our ladies parts to get back into the game, but it was all for naught as the final whistle sounded to end the match.  An exhausting, yet inspiring performance from our ladies that earned the respect of our worthy opponent and the admiration of the faithful fans who traveled the distance to see the game.  I am truly proud of the entire team for the performance, but more so for an outstanding year that saw us reach for new heights!  AMAZING ladies, as you all would say!  I am honored to be your coach and look forward to face the challenges of next season already!!!      ~ Coach Eiss

