Logic Biology Reading:

Used How Nature Works as a spine, with readings from How the Body Works and Hirsch’s What Your 5th Grader Needs to Know science sections as supplementation.

Usborne – Nature Got There First

Kingfisher Science Encyclopedia used for reference and report writing.

The Smallest Life Around Us, Lucia Anderson (Great book! With experiments)

Wolves for Kids, Tom Wolpert (re: food chains)

The Magic School Bus Hops Home, Cole

The Eyewitness Visual Dictionary of Plants

Usborne – Mysteries and Marvels of Plant Life

Desert Giant: The World of the Saguaro Cactus, Barbara Bash

Discovering Trees, Douglas Florian (Great Book!)

Green Darner: The Story of a Dragonfly, Robert M. McClung (good book)

Tide Pools, Ronald Rood (good book)

Bill Nye’s Big Blue Ocean, Nye and Ian G. Saunders

Questions and Answers About Sharks. Ann McGovern

Eyewitness Seashore

Read from Coral Reefs: Earth’s Undersea Treasures and Look Closer: Coral Reef, for info. regarding report on sea anemones

Read from several library books on lobsters for info. regarding a report on slipper lobsters

Armies of Ants, Walter Retan

Life of the Honeybee, H. and A. Fischer-Nagel

Defenders, Bernard Stonehouse

Showoffs, Bernard Stonehouse

Butterflies and Moths, John Feltwell (DK)

Amazing World of Ants, Francene Sabin

Loon Magic for Kids, T. Klein

Barn Owls, Wolfgang Epple

Kentucky Snakes, Bill Moore and Tim Slone (Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries publication)

Saving the Peregrine Falcon, Caroline Arnold

Reading About the Peregrine Falcon, Carol Greene

(read from several other books on owls and peregrines for purposes of writing reports)

Sea Turtles, Emilie U. Lepthien

(read from several other titles on turtles for report preparation)

Animal Skeletons, Judith J. Presnall

There’s Still Time, Mark Galan

Earthlings Inside and Out, Valerie Wyatt (ds really liked this one)

Fox, Caroline Arnold

Mammals, David Burnie

Amazing World of Night Creatures, Janet Craig

Nightwatch, Peter Riley and Sherry Gerstein (Reader’s Digest)

Eyewitness Mammal

Eyewitness Arctic and Antarctic

Also read various Ranger Rick, Explore and National Geographic World articles on animals.

Experiments/Projects:

Chemicals of Life (HNW)

Grew out various types of bacteria and observed with the microscope.

Grew out protozoa from a culture and observed with a microscope (available in any pond water, too).

Grew brine shrimp (sea monkeys).

Grew Triassic Triops.

Drew Food Chains

Survey of Life on a Tree Limb (HNW)

Experiments with plants/plant movement (HNW)

Dissected a flower bulb (HNW)

Collected and pressed wildflowers

Experiments with flowers (HNW)

Experiments with seeds/seed growth (HNW)

Fern mini-marsh

Moss mini-marsh

Collected leaves, nuts and seeds and identified

Collected mushrooms and lichens and attempted to identify

(Mom) dissected a frog

Put together a shark model

Worked with identifying shells

(Mom) Dissected a grasshopper

Attempted to raise silkworms

Farmed Ants

(Mom) Dissected an Earthworm

Dissected (another) Owl Pellet

Dissected a Robin’s Nest

Re: Teeth: stained vole teeth taken from owl pellet, earlier (HBW)

Put together a model of an eye

Field Trips/Classes:

Grossology, Traveling Exhibit at the Cincinnatti Museum Center

Kentucky Horse Park

Greenhouse

Raven Run re: warm season grasses

Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital

Tree Walk at the Lexington Cemetary National Arboretum

Fall Paddle Boat Ride along the Kentucky River Palisades

Visited Shaker Village at Pleasant Hill and talked about their crop production; heritage plants; seed business

Visited The Forest Discovery Center, Starlight, Indiana – working lumber mill; also visited Huber Family orchards and vineyards for fall fest while there; sampled various varieties of apples

Aquatic studies seminar at Salato Wildlife Education Center

New Orleans Aquarium

8 Hour Red Cross Basic Aid Training re: first aid/health related issues (began additional first aid training through Boy Scouts in the spring)

Raptor Program at Audubon Wildlife Refuge

Visited Traveling Raptor Exhibit at Louisville Science Center

Read Alouds We Discussed:

Plant Families, Carol Lerner (suggested by Hirsch)

Bodies, Barbara Brenner

How You Were Born, Jeanna Cole (both suggested by Hirsch; both too simplistic for 5th graders, in my opinion)

I read from The Search for the Giant Squid, Richard Ellis and Octopus and Squid: The Soft Intelligence, Jacques Cousteau and Philippe Diole’ to help him glean info. he wanted for a report on this creature.

Minn of the Mississippi, Holling

Pagoo, Holling

Taxonomy Review:

The Science of Classification: Finding Order Among Living and Non-living Objects, Martin J. Gutnik (interesting)

Diversity of Life: The Five Kingdoms, Lynn Margulis (LOVED this one!)

What’s The Difference? A Guide to Some Familiar Animal Look-alikes, Elizabeth A. Lacey 

Videos:

Eyewitness Butterflies and Moths

Microcosmos (silent movie)

Life Science Nature Series:  Birds of Prey I (hawks, falcons, eagles, etc.) and II (owls, et al)

IMAX Film: re: biodiversity

IMAX Film: re: Jane Goodall’s work with chimps

Eyewitness Bird

Viewed two videos on venomous snakes (one specifically on those of Kentucky)

