Homeless Come Home
David Owen, 1600 SW Van Buren., Apt #16, Topeka KS  USA  66611-1353, 785.633-0833, homelessgohome@Yahoo.Com
Http://www.Geocities.com/homelessgohome/hch.htm
Restoring existing Relationships and bringing home those who are presently homeless
Committee on Education and the Workforce
U. S. House of Representatives
2181 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-4527

Thursday, September 23, 2004
Dear Chairman Boehner,
I did a internet search on “homeless legislation Kansas” on yahoo and found your committee comments of a meeting in April 03 regarding No Child Left Behind Act and you complementing Kansas for joining seven states in accountability requirements.  Thank You.  I ask this letter be included in the minutes of you next meeting…

The Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) receives monies from the McKinney Act legislation, and they in turn pass the money on to school districts in Kansas (included in this letter).  Once McKinney Act gives up a amount of money to a organization, then the organization gives up smaller portions of it to other organizations, I am concerned how effective and how accountable this money becomes.  The person in charge of the giving out of McKinney Act Monies, in the Kansas Department of Education, is Dr. William Hagerman (phone 785.296-2306, but he has a staff person – Linda Geiger, (phone 785.296-6714) do most of  the day to day maintenance of programs he has.  I am waiting to see some of the end of the year expenditure reports of the seven schools receiving McKinney Act Moneys for 2002, However Dr. Hagarman has told me he doesn’t know how accountable the schools need to be in their reports to KSDE while using this money.  I have read the applications the schools have filled out and I have no question as to their intent, just how effective the schools are in helping the homeless student…not be homeless.
I do understand that the schools job is to teach, not to find homes, however if the schools are using federal monies for the homeless, I believe they should teach, at least the homeless parents of the student, how of getting out of being homeless.  I’d like someone (you, KSDE, schools) to encourage those who are homeless to pick up the phone and call a relative or family, call someone who cares, because if it were us . . . they would not be homeless…

What we are all About:
· Promoting the Idea of Family or NEW STABLE RELATIONSHIPS 
· Attempt to change his or her homeless situation, fears and bias’s, rather than just sustain it. 
· Asking those who are presently homeless: ‘where is your FAMILY??’ for the specific purpose of him going home to them 
· Using TOOLS like: Cell Phones,  Pre-Paid Calling Cards, & Messaging Services…and encouraging other providers to use the same 
· Encouraging missions and service providers to use families & relationships as a tool to help the homeless so they are no longer homeless. 
· Encouraging missions and service providers to put service ahead of funding, and using the above tools. 
· Partnering with anyone, or any organization, knowledgeable or concerned with homeless and homeless Issues 
· Asking all others to adopt our ideas. 
Working as a REGISTERED LOBBY GROUP promoting Solutions for those presently homeless before the Kansas State Legislature and National Organizations
I have talked with KSDE and other organizations, but unfortunately I do not have the influence you have.  Could you speak with KS. Deputy Commissioner Dale Dennis (phone (785) 296-3201 and encourage him to have his staff  encourage schools to attempt to reconnect some homeless families with their relatives?  I do understand that it wouldn’t work in all cases, but how do you know that if you don’t ask?  And even if it is impossible to come home, the homeless still need to be encouraged to seek new, stable relationships with other stable people.  Could you also how much of the McKinney act monies are eaten up in administration and waste?  Could you introduce legislation that would have McKinney Act monies to encourage the homeless to use family as a resource?
If not, could you at least forward this letter to a more appropriate person who can?  Thank you so much for your time and work!

Sincerely Yours,

David Owen

Homeless Come Home
