Homeless Come Home
David Owen, 1300 SW Van Buren., Apt #16, Topeka KS  USA  66611-1353, 785.633-0833, homelessgohome@Yahoo.Com
Http://www.Geocities.com/homelessgohome/hch.htm
Restoring existing Relationships and bringing home those who are presently homeless
Monday, August 30, 2004
Dear Sir / Miss,

I am an activist on homeless issues and know of a homeless encampment West of Topeka Blvd. Bride, under a rail way bridge, and another encampment East of Kansas Ave. Bridge, both are on the North side of the Kansas River, under a rail way bridge, both in Topeka KS.  The two encampments are on either side of the Topeka Rescue Mission.  People in these encampments sometimes have warrants on them, are teen runaways, or illegal aliens. They are always homeless.   Both encampments are extremely hard to get to by foot and there are no roads near the encampments.
Two months ago I went to visit the camp and I noticed there was a teen in the camp that would become violent around me.  So I first called the police before entering the camp.  The Dispatcher asked me several times what is wrong with the people in the camp.  I said several times they were homeless.  I requested that a police officer(s) check on their welfare and check them for outstanding warrants.  The Dispatcher said at first she would not send the police out for that kind of call.   I called on my cell phone again and again for an officer to come see me.  They finally did, and when they finally found me (it was hard for them because I was in the woods, so I went to a nearby business.  The Officer said he knew me before about other calls I’ve made about the homeless.  He told me he wouldn’t go check on their welfare…at first.  After I insisted he and another officer did, and when they came back, they talked with the rail road authority, then came back to me and charged me with trespassing on the rail road bridge.  (I believe they did this to discourage me from checking on the camps and calling them.).  Another day I went into one of the camps and found weapons, trash, tables, TV’s, broken cell phones, wine bottles & Mouthwash bottles.
I am trying to promote Family Re-Unification with homeless Individuals.  I bring my cell phone and see if anyone homeless would like to use it to call family, unfortunately, sometimes I find people who remain homeless because they are running away from warrants.  The best way I know how to help THOSE  folks is to call the police to check on warrants and welfare.

I had an idea for this winter.  During the winter, the probability there will be anyone in the camps will be low…hopefully.  During that time, would you consider going in with a group of people to take out everything in the camp out, so next spring  if anyone goes into that area, they will not be encouraged as much to use it as a camp site?
Thank you, and God Bless You, for considering to help folks find a roof and  shower.
Sincerely Yours,

David Owen

