Homeless Come Home
David Owen, 1300 SW Van Buren., Apt #16, Topeka KS  USA  66611-1353, 785.633-0833, homelessgohome@Yahoo.Com
Http://www.Geocities.com/homelessgohome/hch.htm
Restoring existing Relationships and bringing home those who are presently homeless
Tuesday, September 14, 2004
Larry Montgomry – BNSF Special Agent
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company

P. O. Box 1738

Topeka, KS 66601-1738 

Ron.Hamilton@Bnsf.com,ronald.hamilton@bnsf.com,p.dudley@bnsf.com,rick.lysen@bnsf.com,mary.wold@bnsf.com,steve.rice@bnsf.com,john.badsky@bnsf.com,eldon.johnson@bnsf.com,chaunzey.tenbrink@bnsf.com,
Dear Larry,

There is a homeless encampment West of Topeka Blvd. Bride, and another encampment East of Kansas Ave. Bridge, BOTH are on the North side of the Kansas River, BOTH are under a rail way bridge, BOTH are on City Property, here in Topeka.  The two encampments are on either side of the Topeka Rescue Mission.   BOTH encampments are extremely hard to get to by foot and there are no roads nearby.  Two months ago I went to visit the camp and I noticed there were teen-agers in the camp that became violent around me.  Another day I went into one of the camps and found weapons, trash, tables, TV’s, radio’s, broken cell phones, a new couch, home-made heating stoves, wine bottles & Mouthwash bottles.  I was in the camp on Saturday and found a gun, a knife, and a home-made battering ram the police use sometimes.  (Well…home-LESS made anyway…)

I understand you are a special Agent with BNSF and have some contact with folks who use the campsite.  I am asking you as a Law Enforcemet Officer to give the people in the camp west of KS. Ave. Bridge, under the RR bridge, a lawfull order to leave.  I had heard last week, by a Topeka Police Officer AND the folks using the camp site, that some investigators or agents with BNSF actually gave them permission to stay in the camp.  I was also told by the police officer that no one in BNSF has the authority to tell anyone they can camp under the RR bridge.  Could you help me help them find a roof and shower?  Before you order them to leave, could you encourage them to call their family to let them know the person is homeless, for the perpose of them going home to their family????
I am attempting to promote Family Re-Unification with homeless Individuals.  I bring my cell phone and see if anyone homeless would like to use it to call Family or Friend, or at least some one.
I had an idea for this winter.  I’ve noticed no one wants to bother with the camps.  The reason being, it is their choice to live there (on city Property & under a BNSF RR BRIDGE) or not. During the winter, however, the probability there will be anyone in the camps will be low…hopefully.  So During that time, would you consider going in with a group of people to take everything in the camp out so it will just be dirt and tree’s, so next spring  if anyone goes into that area, they will not be encouraged as much to use it as a camp site?  What if it was YOUR family in there?
I had heard in church on Sunday that there are Two Groups that already do this,  the Christian Motorcycle ASSN., and the Neighborhood Christian Ctr.,  Could at least ONE of my City Fathers or Mothers contact these groups and find out when they do this?  I had heard in church that the Christian Motorcycle ASSN.  actually leave things in the camp.  I cannot see how this would encourage anyone to leave the camps.  People in the camps eat at the mission.  I could talk to them myself, however I believe they would be more receptive to you.
Homelessness encourages more homelessness, if I were homeless, I believe all of my “friends” would be homeless as well.  The Wichita Police Department, and Especially  My Family, has encouraged me otherwise.  I am simply asking you for a little thoughtful future action, now and  this winter, to get rid of these camp.

Thank you, and God Bless You, for considering to help folks find a stable roof and shower.  Could you Please call me @ 785.633-0833?
Sincerely Yours,

David Owen

