History of the club

Holmer Athletic Football Club was started in about May 2002. Martin Jones decided it would be a good idea to enter a team into the Herefordshire Sunday league. May 2002 was when we were revising for our G.C.S.E’s but on most days we would play football rather then revise. 


We played football at the park at the top of Wordsworth road, Whitecross. A lot of people were asked if they wanted to play and initially they said they would but when it dawned on them that we would be playing in a senior league they backed out. A couple of these players were Christopher Strong (our original goalkeeper) and Jonathan Worth (our right winger). There was Martin, Lee and Matt Jones plus about 5 of Martins friends who were in the original draft of Holmer Athletic. It was only these three that stuck it out. More players were needed.

 Jonathan Meadows, who knew Lee and Martin from primary school, was asked if he wanted to play football. He said he would and over the next month or so brought his friends to play football at the park. Martin now had more prospective players to choose from. Myself, Daniel Osborne, Simon Eckley, Rauri Wargent, Matt Weaver and Squin all came to Holmer because of Jon, his involvement was very important in making sure that Holmer Athletic actually happened. Lee should get a mention at this point. Martin needed a lot of money to pay for the Kits, insurance, league fees and nets etc. The original signed on players were made to pay £30 each to cover these costs. More money was needed and Lee loaned Holmer nearly £200 out of his own pocket. Maybe Holmer wouldn’t have happened without Lee.

We finally had a team and were ready to play. We played two friendlies losing about 10-0 to Allpay and 2-1 to Kilpeck Lions, Matt weaver getting out first goal. Our first competitive match was in Ross against South Hereford Garages. We lost 16-0. Of that team only Myself, Lee, Daniel Osborne and Simon Eckely played in our most recent game.

Moments worth a mention from that first season include losing 21-0 to Atlas Athletic in a cup game (our heaviest defeat). We got our first point against Allstars. Having gone 2-0 down early on we actually scored a goal. Lee ran clean through on goal and scored resulting in a mass ‘pile on’. In the second half Simon stayed on-side and from six yards volleyed a free kick into the goal. We had played 10 games without scoring. Our first win was against Kilpeck Lions. We won 2-1. Brian scored from a free kick and I scored after the Goalkeeper fell backwards dropping the ball and I was there to volley it in. 

In that first season our league record was scored 10, conceded 147. That’s not including cup games. 

We are now mid-way through our third season and although the results aren’t great it’s a bit of fun which is all Holmer AFC was intended to be
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