First Came Registration, Then Internment
Deporting for Duty 

Last week frightened men from Pakistan and other Muslim countries began lining up to register as required by the Justice Department. What practical purpose can these registrations possibly serve? They're unlikely to turn up terrorists. But they would prove very useful should the government decide to round up Arab immigrants. 

Think mass internments couldn't happen again? Consider the experience of Japanese Americans during World War II, who—as the Museum of the City of San Francisco chronicles at sfmuseum.org—went from being a vital part of West Coast society to spy suspects to prisoners. 

  December 7, 1941: The Japanese military attacks U.S. forces stationed in Pearl Harbor. 

  January 4, 1942: General John DeWitt meets with the chief of the War Department's Aliens Division to define strategic areas from which enemy aliens will be excluded. 

  January 21, 1942: Secret army intelligence report says there is an "espionage net containing Japanese aliens, first- and second-generation Japanese, and other nationals . . . thoroughly organized and working underground." 

  February 2, 1942: Registration of enemy aliens begins. The FBI also starts random search-and-seizure raids at the homes and businesses of Japanese aliens. California governor Culbert L. Olson says removing the Japanese from California might mean the troublesome necessity of importing large numbers of black and Mexican laborers. 

  February 12, 1942: Columnist Walter Lippmann says the West Coast "is in imminent danger of a combined attack from within and without. . . . It may at any moment be a battlefield. Nobody's constitutional rights include the right to reside and do business on a battlefield." 

  February 13, 1942: The entire California congressional delegation recommends "the immediate evacuation of all persons of Japanese lineage." 

  February 15, 1942: The first exodus of enemy aliens from restricted military zones throughout Northern California begins. They're under orders to "move out and stay out." 

  February 19, 1942: President Roosevelt signs Executive Order No. 9066, allowing military commanders to remove persons of Japanese ancestry from the Pacific Coast. 

  March 2, 1942: People of Japanese ancestry living in San Francisco are ordered to voluntarily evacuate to inland locations, following the president's orders. News reports say a "Negro-Japanese Fifth Column" is possible. 

  March 26, 1942: The FBI reports that 772 enemy aliens have been arrested in the San Francisco district since the start of the war. 

  April 21, 1942: FBI and police launch alien raids throughout the Bay Area. 

  May 20, 1942: The last Japanese residents are taken from San Francisco. Six Greyhound buses carry 274 people to the Tanforan assembly center. 

  1982: President Reagan's commission on wartime relocation and internment of civilians states, "Executive Order 9066 was not justified by military necessity. The broad historical causes—were race prejudice,war hysteria, and failure of political leadership." The Supreme Court also rules the camps illegal, and survivors of them are awarded $20,000 in reparations.
