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Purpose

To inform them of the separation that is hell and the opportunity for salvation from that through the gospel message.


Today's subject is homesickness.  I wonder how many of us can say that they have been homesick at some time?  I know that I have only been so once.

It happened in 1982 when I was fifteen and working on the NYMR near Whitby for three weeks during the school holidays.


I was working in a remote village and the accommodation was basic.  Luckily I just about got the coal fire going for at least half an hour a day.  The fridge stank when you opened it.  The shower water was powered by a huge furnace burning locomotive coal - it was absolutely scalding - and the bed was damp.


On one of the weekends while I was there, my entire family came by car and train to visit.  There were my parents and sister, and three grandparents!

They spent the day with me and I showed them around the place where I was working.  It was a welcome change since in that particular year we were having a lot of mechanical problems to content with, which meant long and arduous  work.

At the end of the day of course, my family departed back to Sunderland.  

Just about ten minutes later, I got struck by homesickness.


There was a pain in my stomach and head.  Adrenaline was flowing like a flood and as far as I recall my legs didn't quite work right for a while.

On top of this I had the overwhelming urge to travel back the fifty miles to home!

Having been separated from my family for a while had become aware of the love which my family held for me and the closeness of the relationship I could enjoy with them.  

The trouble was, apart from the fact I had a job to do for a while longer, I was in a remote village.  There were no buses, and the last train had gone - my grandparents had caught it!


I was completely helpless to do what I wanted to do - to go back home to the love and close relationship which were available there for me.


This story begs the comparison with the feeling people might have when living permanently in hell.

We know that it is a fact that this world is not our real home.  That our real home is in the presence of love and close relationship which we have with Christ and his family the church in eternal life.

We read of a great chasm which exists between heaven and hell, between eternal love and relationship - and eternal separation from that.  It is an insurmountable separation, made all the worse because those in hell come to realise their shortcomings during their earthly life, the repercussions of that in eternal life, and worst of all, they are well aware of heaven but cannot reach it.  That definitely is hell!  While there, people will have plenty of time to recall the scripture from Isaiah 59, 


"Behold, the Lord's hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is his ear so dull that it cannot hear.

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.  For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken falsehood, your tongue mutters wickedness."


Within the gospel accounts, Jesus is quoted as describing hell quite a number of times, and in the majority of those, he ends with the same kind of words of warning about the place,


"That's where people will cry and grit their teeth."  Would this be a realisation of separation from love and relationship with God?  This is homesickness.  

Jesus gives many examples and warnings about becoming separated from God in eternal life.  In the example of the banquet guests, we see that many will simply avoid coming to God in the first place.  Others will be turned away because they have not got the correct appearance - by that we understand they have the wrong motives and behaviours which put them at odds with God even if they claim to follow him.


In the "rich man and Lazarus", in Luke 16, we read Jesus words, "If they don't listen to the scriptures, they won't be convinced even if someone rises from the dead."

No amount of obvious evidence will convince people of some truths.

The rich man, having ended up in hell, wants to help his friends and family by sending Lazarus back to warn them.  However Jesus points out here that the message is already in the hands of the man's friends and family, just as it is for us today.  But many don't pay attention to it.


In an ironic twist, Jesus is also remarking on the reaction of humanity to his own substitutional sacrifice for us.  Very rightly he remarks that "they won't be convinced even if someone rises from the dead."


Do you not think that humanity has a great contempt for the pain and anguish which Jesus underwent in death and separation from our father.  We can tell just a touch of that feeling when he shouts out to God in distress, "why have you deserted me!"  The tremendous feeling of being separated from God leads Jesus to cry out in what could well be shock or surprise, as he experiences the utter separation that our sin brought upon him.

Jesus went through with this even though he knew about it beforehand.

Jesus death and his own temporary separation from our father must be the only way to redeem us (he would surely not have bothered had it not been so); but for the purposes of saving many people it would be wasted.


Rodney

This is not his home.

His family is not saved and yet he is over here.

Last year Rodney gave us a presentation on an evening meeting in which he concentrated on revealing some things about himself that he had not before. I would like to quickly repeat some of those remarks.


The first point about Rodney and his family is that they do not belong here. This is not their natural home.  They are Texans.  Fortunately for them they have come to a place that is much nicer in scenery and the like, but the fact remains, in the normal run of things, we should never have met them.  Continuing that theme, however, we should ask ourselves, 
"How many of us would be as far as we are in our relationship with Christ, if Rodney & Michele had not come over".


How do you think Rodney & Michele feel about being here?

They have come al the way from Texas in order to help form a branch of Christ's church.  They literally give all their time to us, since they can't pop back to :Lubbock to meet their friends.  They can't go back to see their family, other than once every three years!  

Recently, Rodney's mother was ill.  He could not go to visit her.

Yet we could visit our families quite easily when they need us!.

I know that Trevor and Doreen must be able to relate to what I am saying.

In their case they can see their family whenever they want, especially if they are unwell.

Rodney and Michele are in Washington for one purpose only.  To bring us into the safety of Jesus' salvation.  Yet Rodney's own mother is not a Christian... and with him being over here, helping us, he can do nothing to encourage her to accept Christ as her saviour.  

Matthew 22:1-13


Jesus used stories to teach the people:


"The Kingdom of heaven is like what happened when a king gave a wedding banquet for his son.  The king sent some servants to tell the invited guests to come to the banquet, but the guests refused.  He sent other servants to say to the guests, 


"The banquet is ready!  My cattle and prize calves have all been prepared.  Everything is ready.  Come to the banquet!"


But the guests did not pay any attention.  Some of them left for their farms and some went to their places of business.  Others grabbed the servants, then beat them up and killed them.


This made the king so furious that he sent an army to kill those murderers and burn down their city.  Then he said to the servants, "It is time for the wedding banquet and the invited guests don't deserve to come.  Go out to the street corners and tell everyone you meet to come to the banquet.  They went out on the streets and brought in everyone they could find, good an bad alike.  And the banquet room was filled with guests.


When the king went in to meet the guests, he found that one of them wasn't wearing the right kind of clothes for the wedding.  The king asked, "Friend, why didn't you wear proper clothes for the wedding?"  But the guest had no excuse.

So the king gave orders for that person to be tied hand and foot and to be thrown outside into the dark.  That's where people will cry and grit their teeth in pain.

Zephaniah 1:14-2:3


The great day of the Lord is coming soon, very soon.

On that terrible day, fearsome shouts of warriors will be heard everywhere.

It will be a time of anger -

of trouble and torment, of disaster and destruction, of darkness and despair, of storm clouds and shadows, of trumpet calls and battle cries against fortified cities and mighty fortresses.


The Lord warns everyone who has sinned against him,

"I'll strike you blind!"  Then your blood and your sides will gush out like vomit.

Not even your gold or silver can save you on that day when I, the Lord, am angry.

My anger will flare up like a furious fire, scorching the earth and everyone in it.


You disgraceful nation, gather around, before its too late.  The Lord has set a time when his fierce anger will strike like a storm and sweep you away.  If you humbly obey the Lord, then come and worship him.  If you do right and are humble, perhaps you will be safe on that day when the Lord turns loose his anger.

