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Christian absolutes have been diluted or removed as the basis of society and replaced with a world view that says, “We do not have to accept that the Christian way of doing things is the only way; we must tolerate all religious beliefs and ways of life.”  


From where did the notion come that all religious thought has to be accepted and tolerated.  It certainly did not used to be the case.


I believe we can turn to the period of history around the end of Imperialism, from the 1850s to the 1950s.  European countries had formed vast colonies in other areas of the world.  Britain had colonised India, for instance.  During this period, those colonised countries more or less regained their independence.  They were respected within the international community as being autonomous and of equal worth with other countries.  It then followed that all aspects of their culture were accepted as having equal worth with those of other countries.

This would include the religious practices within those cultures.  Society felt it necessary to take seriously the religions of the other parts of the world; to give them equal worth, at the same time as accepting that the people were of equal worth.


And so the notion that all religious thought is of equal worth emerged.  But all religions cannot be of equal worth.  It is plausible that diverse cultures could be but all religious thought cannot be.


Let me explain this by taking the subject of creation as an example.  Religions deal with the subject of creation.  Most if not all deal with how the world came into being.  There are vastly differing accounts, and self evidently, all but one of them are incorrect. There can only be one true account of how the world came to be.  All the rest are false.


To accept that all religions are legitimate approaches to God implies that God is inept enough not to be able to give mankind clear direction.  This and other issues can show us that it is erroneous to assume that all religions hold absolute truth, and that we must tolerate all religious beliefs and ways of life.

This “tolerance” really means intolerance of the absolutes of Christianity.

  
This false idea of tolerance has subtly undermined Christianity, and most Christians have not recognised what has really happened.

Many Christians have been deceived into believing they have no right to impose their views on society.  We are told, for instance, that anti-abortionists have no business impressing their particular bias on society.  Have you ever heard anyone say this about pro-abortion groups?  No!


The result is one bias being imposed on society by pro-abortion groups.  No matter what you do, you cannot avoid the fact that a view is being imposed on someone by someone.  There is no such thing as neutrality, although many Christians become ensnared in the trap of believing there is.  You are either in the light or  in the darkness.


In France, it is a criminal offence to mention God in schools.


In this country; in this country religious conversations within colleges are ruled out of order.


Within families, I have heard many times parents say, “We are not going to impose a religious view on our children.  We are going to let them grow up in a neutral environment and then they can choose for themselves when they are older.”


Wrong.  Such parents have already imposed a religious view on their children.  The religious view that “following God is not important if you don’t want it to be”.  This is a view in opposition to God.

Let me change my tack.


Consider the many theological and Bible colleges that say,


“We do not take a dogmatic stand on Genesis.  We tolerate all views.”  

What happens when someone comes along and says,


“Will you allow the view that says you must take Genesis literally?” 

 
“Oh no!”  they say, “We cannot allow that view because we tolerate all views!”


In reality they have taken a stand to teach a dogmatic view to their students - a view that  “You do not have to take Genesis literally if you do not want to do so.”


Imagine a person saying to you,


“This is not fair, you are insisting that we take Genesis literally, that God actually took six days, that evolution is not true and that there really was a worldwide flood.  You are being intolerant of other people’s views.  You must show tolerance for people who believe God used evolution and that Genesis is only symbolic.”


The Christian would then reply  "Well what do you want me to do?”

The atheist would reply,


“You must allow other views and be tolerant of opinions different to yours.”


“Well,” we would say, “My view is that the literal interpretation of Genesis is the right view.  All other views concerning Genesis are wrong.  Will you tolerate my view?”


The atheist would looked shocked.  They would think, “If I say Yes, then I’ve allowed him to say you can’t have another view such as mine; if I say no, then I’ve obviously been intolerant of his view - what do I do?”   The fact is that they have taken a dogmatic, closed-minded position.


Occasionally people are upset when dogmatic statements are made.  They say, “You cannot be dogmatic like that.” 

`

Why are they always so dogmatic about that?

Many people think that some people are dogmatic and others are not.

It is not a matter of whether you are dogmatic or not, but of which dogma is the best dogma with which to be dogmatised!


At one time, a group called Toleration began.  They were insisting on a tolerance of all religious ways, beliefs and customs.  They said that society had to stop being intolerant.


In their promotional leaflet explaining their viewpoint, it was interesting that they listed all the things they were against.


And most of the things they were intolerant of were related to Christianity.  What they really meant was that they wanted a tolerance of anything in society, except Christianity.


The idea of open mindedness comes from the notion that there is no such thing as absolute truth, or that truth cannot be absolutely known.  Some say, “There are no absolutes.”  Ironically, this premise has become their one absolute.  Such ideas are derived from an anti-Biblical philosophy which holds that everything is relative.

This is the view of someone biased against God and his word.


Many people misunderstand bias, thinking that some individuals are biased and some are not.  Consider an atheist, for example: such a person believes there is no God.  Can atheists entertain the question, “Did God create?”  The answer is, No they can’t entertain it.


As soon as they even allow it as a question, they are no longer atheists.  Even if he found a big boat on the top of Mount Ararat he could never allow that evidence to support the claims of the Bible regarding Noah’s Ark.  As soon as he did he would have abandoned his atheistic religious framework.  An atheist is one hundred per cent biased.


This should be kept in mind whenever one reads a textbook or sees a television program produced by an atheist.


Everyone, whether they be

atheists [there is no God]

agnostics [no-one can know what is true]

revelationists [God’s word is truth]

mystic theists [I decide which of God’s words are true]

hold to religious positions; and what they do with the same evidence will be determined by the assumptions or beliefs of their religious positions.

It is not a matter or whether one is biased or not.  It is really a question of which bias is the best bias with which to be biased.


How do people change their biases towards God?  This is a good question.  As a Christian  the only way I can answer is to say that in this area it has to be a work of the Holy Spirit.  The Bible teaches us that we either walk in light or in darkness (Acts 26:18), gather or scatter, are for Christ or against him (Matt 12:30).


The Bible clearly declares that no person is neutral and that all do have a bias.  I believe Christians understand bias better than others.

All Christians were once lost sinners biased against God.  They have seen how Jesus can change their bias as he transforms their lives through the power of his Spirit.

Jer 2:13

13
"My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.


Here, the people have created religious alternatives to those set by the creator.  People are doing the same today.  All religious expressions from atheism to Zoroastrism are broken cisterns in the sight of God, incapable of any real worth.   The scriptures are clear about that.  God’s attitude to those who turn from him is clear.

30
"A horrible and shocking thing has happened in the land:

31
The prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by their own authority, and my people love it this way. But what will you do in the end?

(NIV)


The warning right at the end here refers to the judgment that all people will receive from God.  In this case it means, what will happen to you as a result of your actions.  You may love what you are doing at the moment, but will you really love the result when you actions have been judged and you are separated from God in eternity?

19
Your wickedness will punish you; your backsliding will rebuke you. Consider then and realise how evil and bitter it is for you when you forsake the LORD your God and have no awe of me," declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty.

20
"Long ago you broke off your yoke and tore off your bonds; you said, 'I will not serve you!' 

Jer 5:30-31

The greatest sin against God in the modern world is the insistence on praising the word of people and trampling the word of God. 


This wickedness will result in punishment through the judgment of God, unless the person’s sins have been forgiven by God.


But commonly, although God has provided a way to break the bonds of sin, humanity refuses to follow God.

Matt 12:30

30
"He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.

(NAS)


I would like to suggest here that there are only two religions in the world, and that each human being subscribes to one of them.


Notice that I do not specifically mean “organised religions” such as Islam, Buddhism or the worship of Baal, but simply “religions” - systems of faith with regard to the world and the way it works.


There are only two religions in the world.


A faith born of God or a faith born of the devil.

There are those who are for Christ.  Who accept him as God, and who accept his word to be true in the natural sense in which the original texts were meant, and who aim to follow that word.


Or there are those who are against Christ, atheists, who do not accept Christ as God, and who do not accept his word as being true, or who live according to their own translation of his word, or according to their own wishes.

These are descriptions of the two religions of the world.  The narrow road or the broad road (Mt 7:13-14)  For God, or against; in the light or the darkness.

