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HEBREWS 5:7- 6:3 


During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgement. And God permitting, we will do so.
(NIV) 

Matt 25:1 & 14-21 

"the kingdom of heaven will be just like a man {about} to go on a journey, who called his own slaves, and entrusted his possessions to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents. In the same manner the one who {had received} the two {talents} gained two more. But he who received the one {talent} went away and dug in the ground, and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. And the one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, 'master, you entrusted five talents to me; see, I have gained five more talents.' his master said to him, 'well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.'" (NAS)

TITLE: "God wants to give Gateaux" 

TOPIC: IMMATURE FOLLOWERS. CONVERSIONS BUT NOT DISCIPLES.

The scriptures read today just burn into my soul with an urgency I only wish I could deal with.  

I read so often in the Bible God and Godly people  speaking like a desperate parent of his children who just find it hard to grow up and mature out.  

“We have much to say about this,”  says the writer of Hebrews,  “but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn.  In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!”
I can imagine the tears that might run from the writer’s eyes as they write this to the Christians in Rome.  

“Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.”

Does this apply to anyone here?  

Does it not apply to anyone here!

“ Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgement. 

And God permitting, we will do so.”

This is a lesson which for myself is vitally important and I hope and pray that God will lay on each of our hearts the urgency, the importance and the delight in becoming more and more mature in godly ways. 

Father God how we just praise you and worship you.  You have told us Lord that your spirit gives life and that your word is alive and powerful .  

God you are so faithful your word is powerful and you are powerful and I want to say before these witnesses that I love you so much  I have no words to express you my feelings but I know despite my failings you are my entire life.   We give you our hearts today and ask that you would peal the layers away that are resistant and clear our eyes that keep us from vision.  Give us a sense of focus in you.  Father I love our word and I ask that we could become so close to your spirit.  

That you would come in and quicken us, awaken us, impress us.  I pray father that you will let everything that is visible and worldly fade and let us behold the one who is for now invisible.

The day that we meet Jesus is nearer still today, my friends.

Gallup pole of religious belief and Street level theology in America– what Americans really believe

74% claimed that JC was their Lord and Saviour and that they had done some kind of transaction with him.  “I say you are Lord and you get me into heaven”

But when you look at the figures for those 74%, the statistics for   crime,   stress,   family breakdown, financial misdealings,   ethical compromise  

the results were the same as for those who said JC was NOT their Lord and Saviour.

Furthermore, when surveyed, the 74% who claimed JC as their Lord and Saviour said these things:

44% said that all people will experience the same outcome after death regardless of their religious beliefs.  No mention of that in the Bible!

58% primary purpose of life is enjoyment and fulfilment – biblical view is that the purpose of life is to walk with god and glorify him.

55% said that we can get into heaven by doing good things – the Bible clearly says that we can do nothing to get into heaven except to accept Jesus as our saviour.

44% Jesus committed sins on earth – well where is their perfect sacrifice for sin in that case?

40% Jesus did not return to life physically

What a shame on the name of Jesus.     

God says to us,  “Be holy because I am holy!”  

May the Spirit always speak to us on that word.

EXAMPLE

You know it is possible to go into a supermarket and buy a can of really tasty condensed milk.  We used condensed milk yesterday to make chocolate fudge!

But when you get it home and open it up, its cat food.  Somehow the wrong label has been put on the can.  It can claim to be condensed milk all it likes.  You can scan the barcode on the side and it will come up saying tasty soup, but inside its catfood.

There’s an analogy here with what is called “barcode faith”.  I was once like this. Sometimes I still am.  I’m not perfect – Carol can tell you that.  We claim to be Godly but inside….but at times I’m catfood.

Does this upset you?  I know it upsets me.  

But these messages I give have a positive spin.  Please bear with me while I travel in that direction.

I recently attended lectures by Chris Seidman in which he meant the harrowing and I know true point that the church throughout the world is full of attenders.  But sparse on followers of Jesus. 

The church in England is crammed with conversions but not disciples.  I include myself in this as well.  

I am certainly not as close to God as I should be.  And my heart aches because I know that you are not either.  A lot of us have been baptised into Christ.  How deep have we all sunk into Christ?  

How wonderfully alive is our relationship with God?  The way I read the Bible, it should be.

There is a generally held feeling in the church that we concentrate too heavily on “getting ourselves right with God before we die, so we can be with God after we die”.  

It is typical of the church throughout the world to bring new converts to the waters of baptism and then vanish from their lives to find fresh people to bring to the waters of baptism.  

We get people right with God before they die so that they will be with God after they die. But there is more to a godly life than that!

Now Jesus did not generally leave people on their own.  He had disciples.

A relationship with God does have  to do with “what happens after we die”, but a relationship with God also has to do with our quality of life before we die. The result of vanishing from the lives of new believers is a church full of attenders, of immature followers, of spiritual babies who know so little of the wonderful depth of godliness.  We are still drinking spiritual milk, not eating spiritual meat.

The church is notorious for abandoning people once they have been baptised.  Do you feel that you fit that frame?  

I apologise because I have failed to encourage you.  It is Ok to feel uncomfortable, upset or angry if you do.  We can do something different; we can become something greater.

A disciple is a person who spends time with another person in order to do what that person did and become what that person was.

Jesus is an equipper and educator for life before the grave.

What is a disciple?  It is to fulfil the question wwjd.

So often people become Christians and haven’t got a clue what Jesus done.  That’s Ok .  That’s fine.  

The problem is, did the more spiritually mature members of the congregation take the time and effort to lead the new believers after their baptism or have they just been left in the lurch.  

The question we need to ask ourselves is, 

“Do I know Jesus and his teachings well enough to know what he would do if he were in my shoes each day of my life in my circumstances?  Can I do what Jesus what do?”

Do you know that it is possible for a baby to be born well before the right time?  And such babies are a pitiful sight.  They are not ready for the world.  

They are not the finished product.  Their veins hang right on the inside edge of their skin. 

They have been conceived within their mother but they are not fully formed.

I pray that we can rid ourselves of the slackness that allows precious people to be conceived in Christ, but never fully formed. 

We need to be like Jesus.  Take stress for example, Jesus knew about stress.  Yet when we pressed the stress onto Jesus, at the cross, grace and forgiveness and caring came out – at the cross.

Press on sponge and whatever is on the inside will come out.  What comes out of us at times of stress?  What do we want to come out of us?  Who has the power to make the change?

We need to be like Jesus.

Did Jesus get drunk on beer?   No, Jesus had ten pints of the holy spirit.  

Did he meet up with a girl and use protection?  No, Jesus obeyed the commandments about sex only within marriage. He has a completely different lifestyle to the world of his day and our day.  

When I accept him as my Lord I should be plucked out of the ways of this world and be remade.   Anything less and I’m missing out!  If I don’t do what Jesus did I’m fooling myself into accepting a lifestyle that is less than best.  

I say “be selfish - demand the best for yourself.  

Be selfish - accept no substitute.  

Be selfish – prepare for the heavenly lifestyle now so you can get the most out of it.  

Don’t do what the rest of the world does around you!  

Prepare for heaven.  

The more godly we are now the more we will get out of heaven, so be selfish.  Don’t just accept beer – use the spirit – and the spirit is free too!!!!

Made the most of ourselves.

Make the most of God

Aim at the true human potential
Parable of the talents   Matt 25:1 & 14-21  (nas)

"then the kingdom of heaven will be just like a man {about} to go on a journey, who called his own slaves, and entrusted his possessions to them.  And to one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey.  Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents.  In the same manner the one who {had received} the two {talents} gained two more.  But he who received the one {talent} went away and dug in the ground, and hid his master's money.  Now after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  And the one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, 'master, you entrusted five talents to me; see, I have gained five more talents.'  his master said to him, 'well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.'”

The spin I would like to put ion this parable is this:  The man who acted wisely got much more!  

So, the more godly you live in your short time on earth, the more you will get out of life in heaven!

Next week I continue with this message and it’s good news, its so encouraging!  Let me leave me with the message of Beth Moore.  She says, 

God sees us like the person he wants to make us. There are so many things God wants to show us – what he’s looking for is     “who wants to know”

If he is anything less than the most exciting thing in my life then I am missing out – I’m not saying you’re always having a blast with God (just because you have a close relationship with him),  

but  -  am I having a thrilling and vibrant ride through life?  

If not I’m taking God up on less than he is.  

I’m accepting from God a piece of bread when he is also offering a black forest gateau.  

