CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates)

Of Houston County, Inc.

What is a CASA volunteer? A Court Appointed Special Advocate is a trained citizen who is appointed by a judge to represent the best interests of a child in court.  Children helped by CASA volunteers include those for whom home placement is being determined in juvenile court.  The children are victims of abuse and neglect through no fault of their own. 

What is the CASA volunteer’s role?  A CASA volunteer provides a judge with a carefully researched background of the child to help the court make a sound decision about that child’s future.  Each home placement case is as unique as the child involved.  The CASA volunteer must gain information that may assist the judge in determining what placement is in the child’s best interest.  The CASA volunteer follows through on the case until it is resolved.

How does a volunteer assess a case?  The CASA volunteer talks with the child, parents, family members, social workers, school officials, health providers and others who are knowledgeable about the child’s history.  The CASA volunteer also reviews all records pertaining to the child—school, medical and caseworker reports, and other documents.

How does a CASA volunteer differ from a social service caseworker?  State governments generally employ social workers.  The CASA volunteer does not replace the social worker on a case; he or she is an independent appointee of the court.  The CASA volunteer can thoroughly examine a child’s case, has knowledge of community resources, and can make a recommendation to the court independent of state agency restrictions.

How does the role of a CASA volunteer differ from an attorney?  The CASA volunteer does not provide legal representation.  That is the role of the attorney.  However, the CASA volunteer does provide crucial background information that assists attorneys in presenting their cases.  It is important to remember that CASA volunteers do not represent a child’s wishes in 

court.  Rather, they tell the court what the child’s wishes are, and then they exercise their own independent judgment to determine whether those wishes are actually in the best interest of the child.

Where can I find CASA in my community? CASA of Houston County, Inc. is located at 105 Whiting Way Warner Robins, Ga. and attempts to serve the entire Houston County population of children in foster care.

What do I have to do to become a CASA volunteer?  All volunteers have to be 21 years of age and over and undergo criminal background checks.  A volunteer completes a curriculum of around 30 to 40 hours of training and has the opportunity to observe juvenile court. A volunteer also learns and observes confidentiality issues regarding juveniles in the legal system.

Terry Di Diego, Executive Director

CASA of Houston County

C/o Juvenile Court of Houston County    
202 Carl Vinson Parkway                  478 396-2185
Warner Robins, GA 31088                hccasa@alltel.net

Mission Statement

Our Mission is to train and retain culturally responsive volunteers who advocate for the “best interest” of deprived children in Houston County; one child at a time.

CASA OF HOUSTON COUNTY

APPLICATION FORM

Name ____________________________________________________


(Last)




(First)

(Middle/Maiden)

Home Address: _____________________________________________

City: ______________________  State: _____  Zip: _______________

Home Telephone Number _______________  Work Number ___________

Sex _______ Ethnic Origin_____________________DOB____________
Email address______________________________________________

Current Employer ___________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

Length of Employment _____________ Position ____________________

Previous Employment _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Have you ever worked for the Department of Family and Children Services, the Juvenile Court, or any law enforcement agency in Houston County?

__Yes___ No

List any volunteer experience you have had and how long you were active. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List any other experience, education, or training related to social service. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a valid Georgia driver’s license? ____Yes  ____No

Do you have access to a car? ____Yes  ____No
Have you ever been convicted of any violation of the law other than minor traffic violations? (A conviction does not necessarily disqualify you from the volunteer program) ____No  ____Yes, Please explain _________________ _________________________________________________________

Have you sought treatment for or are you currently in treatment for a mental health problem? ____Yes  ____No

Highest level of education _____________________________________

Please give 4 references (One personal, Three professional).

Name _____________________________ Telephone # _____________

Address __________________________________________________







City


State

Zip

Relationship _______________________________________________

Name _____________________________ Telephone # _____________

Address __________________________________________________







City


State

Zip

Relationship _______________________________________________

Name _____________________________ Telephone # _____________

Address __________________________________________________







City


State

Zip

Relationship _______________________________________________

Name _____________________________ Telephone # _____________

Address __________________________________________________







City


State

Zip

Relationship _______________________________________________

