




· Born in 1797

· Mother was Mary Wollstonecraft, who was one of the first feminists

· Mother died 10 days after Mary’s birth

· Father was William Godwin

· During her childhood, Mary was left to educate herself via her father’s friends, such as Persey Bysshe Shelley

· At the age of 16 she ran away to France and Switzerland with Shelley

· Percy and Mary married in 1816 after Shelley's wife Harriet had committed suicide by drowning and killing their unborn child

· The story of Frankenstein started on summer in 1816

· Shelley, Mary, Claire Clairmont, Dr. John Polidori, and Lord Byron (famous English poet and Percy’s best friend) were vacationing together in Germany at Eton College

· As a challenge, Lord Byron told them all to compose a horror story

· Polidori wrote “Vampyre”, which served as some inspiration to Stoker’s Dracula

· Mary wrote “Modern Prometheus” after a dream she had (Prometheus is the Greek god that gave fire to humans.  This made Zeus angry.  So, he punished Prometheus by chaining him to the top of a mountain.  The birds ate him and his insides by day; at night, they grew back so the birds would have something to feast upon the next day).

· Later, she changed the name to Frankenstein which was published in 1818

· Shelley died in 1922…drowning

· Mary was only 25, but never remarried

· Lord Byron , who was with Shelley when he died (they  were on a fishing trip) always felt guilt over the death of his friend

· Byron, on the other hand, never feared drowning because he  surrounded himself with Newfoundland dogs

· One of his most famous poems was written after the death of his favorite Newf, Boatswain

· The dogs was buried in his family’s cemetery at Newstead Abbey

· The Newf’s grave marker is actually larger than Lord Byron’s

