William Shakespeare...
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Born:  April,1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon
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Great Britian
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1852 marries Anne Hathaway
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Famous plays he wrote 42 plays total:

"Hamlet"

"Romeo & Juliet"

"Macbeth"

"A Midsummer's Night Dream"

"Twelth Night"

"Julius Caesar"
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Wrote 154 sonnets
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1585...went to London to get work as an actor and then began writing plays 
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April, 1616...William Shakespeare dies
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Parents were John & Mary...father was a merchant
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Shakespeare's children and family tree
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1594...Lord Chamberlain's Men...an acting company that he was a member of during the time he began writing
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Many of his plays were performed in the Globe Theatre
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The Globe was built in 1597 and opened in 1599
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Wrote 3 basic types of plays:

Tragedies (something bad, usually a death happens to the hero...example: Hamlet)

Comedies(humor used to express theme...example: Taming of the Shrew)

Histories(plays based upon the lives of real/historical people...example: Julius Caesar)
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Many of the plays fit under more than one of the categories above.
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Important events happening during Shakespeare life that may have influenced him:
· 1564-Elizabeth I was Queen 

· 1577-Sir Frances Drake circumnavigates the world 

· 1582-first colony in new world=Newfoundland, Canada 

· 1587-Mary Queen of Scots beheaded 
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· 1592-ruins of Pompeii discovered 

· 1593-The Plague hits London and kills at least 10,000 people 

· 1607-English settlement at Jamestown founded 

· 1609-Galileo invents telescope 
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