College Application Process II: The Essay (Mentor Guide)

Group: 2nd Year students divided into 2 groups

Time: 50 minutes

Materials: Building an Essay House I & six paragraphs (laminated?)/Building an Essay House II worksheet, scissors, glue sticks, Essay Prewriting worksheet, “The College Admissions Essay” worksheet

Intro Activity (10 min)

· Divide the students into two groups

· Give each student the worksheet entitled, “Building an Essay House I” along with six paragraphs (which should be cut into separate pieces.) The directions are as follows:

Build the house by placing the paragraphs on their appropriate position within the house
· After both groups have finished go over the correct order (see below)

Craft Activity (20 min)

· Give each student the sheet entitled, “Building an Essay House II” , the picture of the second house.(These sheets should not be front and back), a pair of scissors, and a glue stick

· Read (or have students to) out the first worksheet – elaborating where appropriate.

· Next, have the students cut out all of the paragraph descriptions

· Discuss each paragraph description and have the students paste the description in the correct place in the house as you discuss each description. (The descriptions are in correct order from left to right)

Essay Pre-Writing (20 min)

· Give each student the “Persuaion Map” Worksheet

· Tell the students quality essays require some type of pre-writing, and that this activity will help us practice doing such.

· As one large group, have the students choose one of the topics and take a pro or con stance on the stated question

· Once they have decided their position, have them come up with some broad supporting reasons for their position. Write all of them on the board and decide on the best 3. These should be written in the reason 1, reason 2, and reason 3 boxes. Note: The strongest point should be the third one. 

· Lastly the students should come up with 3 supporting details or examples for each reason
**At the end of the session give (do not go over – unless you have extra time) read an example of an okay essay and a great essay.
Building an Essay House I

Source: http://education.wichita.edu/caduceus/examples/essay_student/game_two.htm


Paragraph 1:
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Paragraph 2:
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Paragraph 3:

[image: image3.png]In addition, the slaves had no
human rights. For example,
[whenever the master rode
somewhere in his buggy, the
Siaves had to walk, like the poor
[white folks. One'slave sald,
"W looked upon the poor white
folks as our equals.” (p. 136)





Paragraph 4:
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Paragraph 5:
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Paragraph 6:
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Building An Essay House II
Source: http://education.wichita.edu/caduceus/examples/essay_student/game_two.htm

Like houses, essays consist of several parts. Essays have a beginning, middle and an end...while houses have a foundation, rooms, and a roof. Each part serves a specific purpose. When building a house, your tools consist of items like wood and nails. When you build an essay, words are your tools. Sentences and paragraphs are then constructed from those words.

To move from room to room in a house, a person would use doors or stairs. In an essay, to move from one idea to another, a person uses transition words.

Example Transition Words

	


	Above all
Finally
Meanwhile
Actually 
First, Second, Third
Moreover
Afterward
First and foremost
Next
All things considered
For this reason
No doubt
Accordingly
From here on
Of course
Another
For instance For example
On the other hand
Arguably
Furthermore
Otherwise
As a consequence
However
Paradoxically
As a matter of fact
Incidentally
Presently
As a result
In addition 
Presumably
At any rate
In any case
Regrettably
At the same time
In conclusion
Similarly
At this point
In fact 
Still
Be that as it may
In my opinion
Strangely enough
By, and, or
In other words, as it were
Then 
By and large
In the first place
Therefore
By the same token
In the meantime
Too, also
Consequently
In the same way
Ultimately
Even so
Ironically
  



Directions: Build the house by cutting the paragraph descriptions, and pasting them on their appropriate position within the house
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A SAMPLE ESSAY

If I were to counsel myself on what my career goals are, I would ask myself to frame my response around the question: What am I passionate about? In response to that question I would say that I am passionate about many things. I am passionate about international business. I am passionate about owning my own business. I am passionate about my growth as an individual and as a leader. It is my passion that drives me to forge ahead. It is passion that will enable me to achieve my career goals. The greatest obstacle in achieving my career goals is making sure that I choose the right opportunities and avoid the wrong ones. Looking down the road, I see my self having created opportunities for me to act on these passions, having had a very full career.
Immediately after graduation my career goal would be to obtain a position in an international electronic commerce company. In this position I would seek to manage a project team and be responsible for all phases of project delivery as well as revenue recognition. Five years past graduation my goal would be to rise to the position of Vice President of an entire division. A secondary goal would be to start my own company. Ten years after graduation my career goal would be to become the president of my own company.
In attempting to determine what aspects of my personality of background that might be the greatest obstacles to achieving my career goals, I would say that there are none. My philosophy is that there are no obstacles to great to over come. Every challenge that I have faced in my career I have met through the use of determination, guidance, thought, and confidence in my abilities. I am not about to say that I am perfect, rather I am saying that I am confident that for every fault or deficiency I posses I can adapt and overcome. 
AN IMPROVED ESSAY

In determining my career goals and aspirations, I must first know what stirs true passion in me.  Professionally speaking, I know where my main interest lies: international business. I am, more specifically, determined to attain a series of goals leading to the ultimate objective of owning my own business.  On the way, I will develop both as an individual and as a leader. I am a clear and strategic thinker, but it is passion that drives me to forge ahead. Likewise, it is my dedication that will enable me to surmount the greatest challenges in achieving my career goals:  making sure that I choose the right opportunities and learn from my mistakes. Looking down the road, I see myself creating opportunities for myself and for others.  I can think of no better way to build a full, satisfying career.
Immediately after graduation, I plan to accumulate experience by obtaining a position with an international electronic commerce company. Such a position will allow me to manage a project team and be responsible for all phases of project delivery as well as revenue recognition. Five years hence, I envision myself rising to the position of Vice President of an entire division, and drawing on that experience to start my own company.
Ten years after graduation, I hope to be the president of my own company. Like my other targets, this objective is ambitious, yet feasible.  I have, over the course of my career, developed an adaptability and concentration that allow me to set goals and attain them one by one, always with a clear vision of what overall direction I plan to follow.   My keen interest in international business, combined with the broad experience I will have under my belt by then, will allow me to launch and shape a company with the analytical yet creative thinking required to thrive in today's dynamic marketplace.
In attempting to determine what aspects of my personality or background might present the greatest obstacles to achieving my career goals, I can think of no trait that my determination and dedication will not overcome. 
Far from flinching from challenges, I embrace every opportunity to solve new kinds of problems and thereby acquire new forms of knowledge and skills.  I have faced every difficulty I have encountered in my career through determination, hard work, and confidence, and I have no doubt that these are the qualities that will permit me to blaze my own trail into the future.
 

