Standardized Tests II: Strategies & Tips (Mentor Guide)

Revised 2.19.06

Group: 
2nd Year/ Concurrent Session III

Time: 

50 min

Materials:

“Addition Practice” Worksheets



“SAT Tips & Strategies” Worksheets



Powerprep Vocab Master Lite CDs



Computer



LCD Projector/Screen or TV

Procedures: 

5 min - Intro Activity 

1) Pass out “Addition Practice Worksheet” to students and instruct them to look over it, but not answer the questions.
2) Ask the students who thinks that they can work out all of the math problems (Hopefully everyone will raise their hands ()
3) Tell the students that you are going to give a prize to the student who can answer all of the questions – once you say begin.
4) After you tell the students to begin, give the students about 30 seconds to 1 minute to complete the worksheet (Don’t tell the students how long you will give them)
5) Explain to the students that this is similar to the SAT and ACT. A lot of times students may know the content, but knowing strategies and tips on how to work within time limitations is the secret to doing well on standardized tests.
15 min - SAT Strategies & Tips 

6) Pass out the worksheet entitled, ”Standardized Tests II: Strategies & Tips”
7) Read out the underlined phrase beside each number, and have the students to fill in the blanks on their sheets
8) Have a different student to read the description under each number, and as always try to elaborate on points 
20 min - SAT Practice 

9) Load the “Vocab Master Lite” program to allow the students to practice some vocabulary strategies. Program will be on a CD.
10) You can divide the group into to teams to make it a game or answer the questions as an entire group.  Choose whatever format you think that will be most effective and time efficient.
10 min – Homework Assignment

1) Pass out and discuss homework assignment

2) Remind students that mentors available if they have any questions and Don’t procrastinate.
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1. Answer Easy Questions First
You earn just as many points for easy questions as you do for hard questions. The easier questions are generally at the beginning of the section

2. Trust Your First on Easy Questions

When working on easy questions in the beginning of the set you can generally trust your first impulse-the obvious answer is likely to be right. However, as you get the end of the et, you need to become more suspicious

3. Guess Smart

If you can rule our one or more answer choices for a multiple-choice question as definitely wrong, your chances of guessing the right answer improve. For math questions without answer choices, fill in your best guess; no points are subtracted for wrong answers as they are in all question types. 

4. Use your test book for scratch work

You can also cross off choices you know are wrong and mark questions you have omitted so you can go back to them if you have time.

5. Always circle the answers you choose

Circling your answers in the test book makes it easier to check your grid against your book

6. Pace Yourself

Standardized tests give you a lot of questions in a short period of time. To get through a whole section, you can’t spend too much time on any one question. Keep moving through the test at a good speed; if you run into a hard question, circle it in your test booklet, skip it and come back to it later if you have any time.

7. Don’t Panic-Pray

Staying calm is one of the most important strategies in test-taking. Becoming anxious causes you to make unwise decisions. Phillipians 4:6-7 states:

6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

“Anything” in the text does include standardized tests! Before the test say a prayer asking God to direct you and bring you peace throughout the test. This is the ultimate test strategy!

Before the test…

The key to learning and practicing all the above strategies is to start preparing early. There are several courses, books, websites, and other resources that are available to assist you in standardized test preparation. Here are some recommendations:

Books:

	



	

		The Official SAT Study Guide: For the New SAT by College Board (Paperback - Oct 2004)



	

	

	


Cracking the NEW SAT, 2006 (College Test Prep) by Adam Robinson, John Katzman and Princeton Review (Paperback - Jul 12, 2005)




	


	

	
	The Real ACT Prep Guide: The Only Official Prep Guide From The Makers Of The ACT (Real Act Prep Guide) by ACT Staff (Paperback - Dec 15, 2004)




Websites:

www.collegeboard.com
www.powerprep.com/satlabs.htm
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/index.html
Courses:

Kaplan, Inc (www.kaptest.com)

Local high schools, colleges, & community organizations
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