Standardized Tests I: Basics (Mentor Guide)

Group: 
2nd Year – Concurrent Session I

Time: 

45 minutes

Materials: 
“SAT” & “ACT” Handouts



Number cube (2)



Game Board (2)



Game Cards (2 sets)



Timer (2)

Procedure:

5 min - Preliminaries

· Instruct students to count off (1,2).  All of the ones will be at one table and the twos will be at the other.  2 mentors will go with each group.

· Pass out Standardized Tests handouts

10 min – Game Explanation

· Explain the rules of the game.  Let the students know that they may use their handout as a guide, but they have a 60 second limit to answer the question before they lose their turn.

· Students will roll the number cube to see who goes first.  Play will move clockwise after the first person is determined.

· Student will select question card and answer it.  If the answer is correct they will roll the number cube and move that many spaces.  If they answer incorrectly, the mentor gives the correct answer (with an explanation if necessary) and play moves to the next player. Game cards with the correct answers are at the end of the game card file.
· The first one to the finish line is the winner.

· If there are cards left, continue to play to get 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place winners.

· Give the students 3 minutes to become familiar with the layout of the handouts so that they may answer questions quickly.

35 min – SAT Board Game

· Play the game

Scholastic Aptitude Test  (SAT) - Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Sources: www.collegeboard.com and www.petersons.com
What is the SAT?

· Colleges use the SAT to measure verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities to assess an applicant’s readiness for college. 

· Each edition of the SAT includes a critical reading, math, and writing section, with a specific number of questions related to content.

·  SAT subject tests may also be required for some colleges. 

· It is important to find out each school’s SAT admissions requirements.

How is the SAT scored?

The maximum SAT score is 2400, because each section of the SAT is scored on a scale of 200-800. The writing section will contain sub scores.

When can you take the SAT?

The SAT is administered seven times a year in the U.S.

2005-2006 SAT Dates

	Test Dates
	Registration Deadlines
	Late Registration Deadlines

(Late Fee Required)

	April 1, 2006
	February 24, 2006
	March 8, 2006

	May 6, 2006
	April 3, 2006
	April 12, 2006

	June 3, 2006
	April 28, 2006
	May 10, 2006

	October 14, 2006
	September 12, 2006
	September 20, 2006

	November 4, 2006
	September 29, 2006
	October 11, 2006

	December 2, 2006
	November 1, 2006
	November 9, 2006

	January 27, 2007
	December 20, 2006
	January 4, 2007

	March 10, 2007
	February 2, 2007
	February 14, 2007

	May 5, 2007
	March 29, 2007
	April 11, 2007

	June 2, 2007
	April 27, 2007
	May 9, 2007


How do you register for the SAT?

· Mail: Get form from church library or your school’s guidance counselor

· Online: http://collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/reg.html
· Phone Registration

· 1-800-SAT-SCORE

· Must have previously registered

· Must have touch tone phone and valid credit card

· Standby Testing

· Available if you miss the late registration deadline

· First come first serve basis

· $35 additional standby fee

How much does it cost to take the SAT?

· $41.50

Where do I take the SAT?

· Tests are usually administered at high schools. 

· Refer to your registration bulletin or the College Board website to determine which test sites are available for the various test dates.

ACT Assessment - Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Sources: www.actstudent.org and www.petersons.com
What is the ACT Assessment?

· A standardized college entrance examination that measures knowledge and skills in English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning and the application of these skills to future academic tasks. 

· It consists of four multiple-choice tests , covering English, math, reading, and science reasoning.

· It is important to find out each school’s ACT admissions requirements.

How is the ACT scored?

· You'll earn one score (1 to 36) on each section of the test (English, Math, Reading, and Science), and a composite score, which is an average of these 4 sections. 

· Usually, when people ask about your ACT score, they're referring to your composite score. 

· The composite score falls between 1 and 36. The national average is about 21.
When can you take the ACT?

2005-2006 ACT Dates

	Test Dates
	Registration Deadlines
	Late Registration

 (Late Fee Required)

	April 8, 2006
	March 3, 2006
	March 4-17, 2006

	June 10, 2006
	May 5, 2006
	May 6-19, 2006

	September 16, 2006
	August 18, 2006
	August 19 –25, 2006

	October 28, 2006
	September 22, 2006
	September 23- October 6, 2006

	December 9, 2006
	November 3, 2006
	November 4 – 16, 2006

	February 10, 2007
	January 5, 2007
	January 6-19, 2007

	April 14, 2007
	March 9, 2007
	March 10-23, 2007

	June 9, 2007
	May 4, 2007
	May 5-18, 2007


How do you register for the ACT?

· Sign up online (www.actstudent.org/regist/) or use a registration packet if you:

· Plan to test at a national test center

· Are retaking the test

· Phone Registration

· Must have registered for a national test center within the last two years

· Registration Packet (Required if the following applies)

· Do not have a Visa or Mastercard

· Need to change your test center 

· Need disability accommodations

· Are using a state-funded voucher

· Are enrolled in 6,7,8, or 9

· Request arranged testing

· If you are homebound or confined

· If there is not test center within 50 miles

· If religious beliefs prohibit Saturday testing

How much does it cost to take the ACT?

$28.00 for ACT Assessment

$42.00 for the ACT Plus Writing

Where do I take the ACT?

Refer to your registration bulletin or the ACT website to determine which test sites are available for the various test dates.

	What does S.A.T. stand for?
	What two abilities does the SAT measure?

	The S.A.T. assesses what about the applicant?
	What are the three sections of the SAT?

	Some colleges also require these types of SAT tests
	The maximum SAT score.

	How many times a year is the SAT administered?
	What are the three ways to register for the SAT if you register before the late registration deadline?

	What is the phone number to call to register for the SAT?
	What type of registration is available if you miss the late registration deadline?

	Name the two places that you can get SAT registration forms if you want to mail them in?
	What two things must you have to register by phone?

	Can you register by phone if you have never registered before?
	What is the cost of the SAT?

	What is the standby additional fee?
	Where are SAT tests given?

	What is the registration deadline for the June 3, 2006 SAT test date?
	What is the late registration for the November 4, 2006 SAT test date?

	Which section of the SAT will contain sub scores?
	What scale is each section of the SAT scored on?

	The ACT assessment measures knowledge and skills in what areas?
	How many multiple choice tests make up the ACT Assessment?

	What is the range of the ACT score that you will receive?
	This score is an average of the 4 section scores.

	What is the national average ACT score?
	What are the four ways that you register for the ACT?

	If you sign up online to the ACT, you should plan on taking the test where?
	If you sign up to take the test over the phone you must have registered for a national test center within what time frame?

	You can sign up by this method if you are retaking the test.
	You need to register by completing a registration packet if you are in what grades?

	What is the price for just taking the ACT?
	What is the price for taking the ACT Plus Writing?

	Which method of registration should you use if you have a state funded voucher?
	If your religious beliefs prohibit you from Saturday testing you can do this?

	If there is not a testing center within 50 miles of where you live, you can do this?
	If you are homebound or confined, you can do this?

	If you do not have a Mastercard or Visa, which method of registration should you use?
	If you need to change your testing center, how should you register?

	What is the registration deadline if you want to take the ACT on June 10, 2006?
	What are the late registration dates if you want to take the ACT on October 28, 2006? 

	What does S.A.T. stand for?

Scholastic Aptitude Test
	What two abilities does the SAT measure?

Verbal and mathematical reasoning

	The S.A.T. assesses what about the applicant?

Their readiness for college
	What are the three sections of the SAT?

Math, Verbal, and Writing

	Some colleges also require these types of SAT tests

SAT subject tests
	The maximum SAT score.

2400

	How many times a year is the SAT administered?

7 times a year
	What are the three ways to register for the SAT if you register before the late registration deadline?

Mail, online, by phone

	What is the phone number to call to register for the SAT?

1-800-SAT-SCORE
	What type of registration is available if you miss the late registration deadline?

Standby Testing

	Name the two places that you can get SAT registration forms if you want to mail them in?

Church library or school guidance counselor
	What two things must you have to register by phone?

Touch tone phone and valid credit card

	Can you register by phone if you have never registered before?

no
	What is the cost of the SAT?

$41.50

	What is the standby additional fee?

$35.00
	Where are SAT tests given?

At high schools

	What is the registration deadline for the June 3, 2006 SAT test date?

April 28, 2006
	What is the late registration for the November 4, 2006 SAT test date?

October 11, 2006

	Which section of the SAT will contain sub scores?

Writing
	What scale is each section of the SAT scored on?

200 - 800

	The ACT assessment measures knowledge and skills in what areas?

English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning
	How many multiple choice tests make up the ACT Assessment?

Four (4)

	What is the range of the ACT score that you will receive?

1 - 36
	This score is an average of the 4 section scores.

Composite score

	What is the national average ACT score?

21
	What are the four ways that you register for the ACT?

Online, phone, registration packet, request arranged testing

	If you sign up online to the ACT, you should plan on taking the test where?

At a national test center
	If you sign up to take the test over the phone you must have registered for a national test center within what time frame?

Within the last 2 years

	You can sign up by this method if you are retaking the test.

online
	You need to register by completing a registration packet if you are in what grades?

6,7,8, and 9

	What is the price for just taking the ACT?

$28.00
	What is the price for taking the ACT Plus Writing?

$42.00

	Which method of registration should you use if you have a state funded voucher?

Registration packet
	If your religious beliefs prohibit you from Saturday testing you can do this?

Request arranged testing

	If there is not a testing center within 50 miles of where you live, you can do this?

Request arranged testing
	If you are homebound or confined, you can do this?

Request arranged testing

	If you do not have a Mastercard or Visa, which method of registration should you use?

Registration packet
	If you need to change your testing center, how should you register?

Registration packet

	What is the registration deadline if you want to take the ACT on June 10, 2006?

May 5, 2006
	What are the late registration dates if you want to take the ACT on October 28, 2006? 

September 23- October 6, 2006
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Entering Into Higher Dimensions





Directions:  


Each student will select a game token (see ppt file).  They will roll the number cube to see who goes first.





Players roll the die, take a card, answer the question correctly and move the number of dots on the die.  First player to reach the end of the game wins.  Continue playing to find out who comes in second, third, and fourth place.





The mentors will have the correct answers to the questions to verify if the student gets to move.
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