Factors to Consider When Choosing A College (Mentor Guide)

Group: 2nd year students 
Time: 50 minutes

Materials Needed

· “Factors to Consider When Choosing A College” handout
· Select college profiles

· College comparison charts
· Pencils

Intro (15 min)

· Ask students what are some of the colleges they have considered attending and the reasons why
· Each mentor who feels comfortable should share why they chose to attend their school
Worksheet/Hangman (20 min)

· Give students each factor so they can fill in their blanks
· Have several students read the bullet points that support each factor

· Please explain each topic and give personal examples when appropriate.

· Make Sure that you engage all of the students and make sure they participate

College Analysis (15 min)
· Look at the 3 college profiles given and have students complete the “What I think rows of the table”

· Next divide the group into three and give each group a college profile. The students will read the college profile, and then complete the “actual” columns.

· The students will then share their findings with the entire group

· Engage students in a quick discussion if they had many differences between the “what I think” and “actual” columns? If they did have many differences, were they surprised about their findings?
Factors to Consider When Choosing A College (Mentor)

The key to choosing a college is to choose the college that best fits YOU!  Don’t just consider colleges that your friends are going to, that your parents went to, or that you know by reputation.   The next most important key is to start early so that you can evaluate all of your options.  You should start exploring your options during your sophomore and junior year of high school, if not earlier. 

When looking into colleges, you need to consider the following factors:

· Majors Offered

· Make sure that the college offers the major that you need to meet your career goals

· Make sure that the college offers opportunities for you to explore other interests

· If you do now know what you want to major in, choose a college that offers study in your general area of interest

· For example, if you are interest in math, choose a college that is known for its computer science, engineering, or physics programs

· Public vs. Private

· Public colleges are supported by tax dollars, so if you are a resident of the state that the college is in, the tuition and fees will be lower

· Private colleges often cost more, but they may have a large endowment and can offer more financial aid.

· Costs

· In addition to tuition and fees, you also consider 

· room

· board

· textbooks

· supplies

· personal items

· travel

· Size

· Larger colleges may offer a wider variety of classes

· Larger colleges may have larger classes (25 -  500 students)

· Smaller colleges may have more specialized programs

· Smaller colleges will have smaller classes (5 - 100 students)

· Student Body Make Up

· Size of international population

· Racial diversity

· Ratio of males to females

· Average age

· Geographic diversity
· Location
· Urban/Rural/Suburban

· Climate

· Distance from home

· Distance from other locations (i.e. beach, mountains, large cities)

· Extracurricular Activities

· Sports

· Band

· Student Activities

· Fraternities/Sororities
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· If you do now know what you want to major in, choose a college that offers study in your general area of interest
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[image: image1.wmf]College Analysis (Mentor)
	
	School 1 Name: 

Howard University
	School 2 Name:

Virginia Tech

	Factors
	“What I Think”
	Actual
	“What I think”
	Actual

	Majors Offered (Specializations or Unique Majors)
	
	Engineering, Architecture, Art Therapy, Interior Design, Film/Cinema Studies
	
	Engineering, Sciences,  Industrial Design, International Relations

	Public or Private
	
	Private
	
	Public (State-Supported)

	Estimated Annual Cost (Including Room & Board & Required Fees)
	
	$22,446/ In and Out of State
	
	$13, 674/ in-state
$26,131/Out of State

	Approximate Number of Students
	
	7100 (undergraduate)
	
	23500 (Undergraduate)

	Student Body Make-Up
	
	67% Women
33% Men

84% African American
	
	43% Women
57% Men

4% African American

	Location
	
	-Washington, D. C.

 -Urban Area

-Approx. 5 hours away from home
	
	-Blacksburg, VA
-Small Town

-Approx 2.5 hours away from home

	Sample Extracurricular Activities
	
	Division 1-AA Athletics
Radio and TV Station
	
	Division I and Division I-A Sports, drama group
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