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The rationale for this course was to communicate the "process of knowing" exercised by specialists who examine the field of education. The target of this course was to supply me with an extensive and adaptable comprehension of alternative methods toward educational research and of the many problems involved in choosing a methodology. The course intended to make me a more analytical individual toward educational research. It also focused on two extremely significant abilities for a graduate student in education: utilizing information (library and online) resources and formulating a research document.

Special emphasis was directed to the following learning outcomes, (1) find and retrieve bibliographic information in public and research libraries and from on-line resources, (2) interpret and critique education research by presenting a logical discussion analyzing: the type of research, rationale for the research, methodology, statistics, results, and implications, (3) identify and explain the key findings in education research studies, and (4) describe the "research culture" of the education discipline. 

I have selected assignment 8.2: A Counter Argument: Racism Within the Homeschooling Movement to abundantly reveal my degree of proficiency with regard to Research Methods and the e-Learning Organization. This assignment is a comprehensive project displaying many of the stated goals of the course; it was a final project, which will be applied to my thesis. 

Assignment 8.2: A Counter Argument: Racism Within the Homeschooling Movement

Problem Statement
A long-standing view about homeschoolings inclusion of non-whites has come under fire recently; many people still consider homeschoolers isolationist, fanatical, and socially ignorant, which often times leads to the question of racism (Butz, 2001; Danehy, 1999). With this in mind, the question must be asked: Are children who are homeschooled divergent from the general population, and does the homeschool movement reflect the demographic makeup of the United States?

There have been studies, which focused on homeschooling from an academic perspective, but very few addressed specifically the issue of racial equity, and or racism within the homeschooling movement. The concentration of research appears to be focused on whether students who are homeschooled were disadvantaged compared to their counterparts in either the private or public school systems. 

Yet even today, the question remains, does excluding a child from children of another race necessitate the term racist? Could it be possible that there are other factors that have determined this phenomenon? There are studies that have determined many parental reasons for homeschooling; yet none have established racism as a cause. An additional question must be raised, do parents respond accurately to surveys, and as such, would a parent even admit to a racism claim if it were presented? Racism is not a term most people would feel comfortable talking about or answering in a general survey.  

Does having a national organization, which excludes others based on race warrant the term racist? While conducting this research, it was determined that almost every ethnic group has such an organization (Homeschool Support Association of Japan, 2002; Mocha Moms, 2002; National Association of Hispanic-American Homeschoolers, 2002; Native American Home School Association, 2002; & Scoots, 2002). Though these groups do not outwardly remark any anti-views, their exclusion of other racial groups allows for an open interpretation. 

The topic of social development is a common theme, which has been used by advocates against homeschooling, and is repeatedly denied by homeschool supporters. Do children who are homeschooled not function well as adults; or are there problems, which will cultivate at a later period? 

Early in the 1990’s it was determined that all too many white families had vacated the public school system and began to homeschool their children. Yet what was most amazing was the fact that minorities also began to homeschool in mass. The critical question must be asked, why would minorities depart from public schools, along with white students? 

Could this surge of minority flight be considered a reflection of the public school system, rather than a case for racism; as to, could the counter argument be made with regard to white upwelling within the homeschool movement? This surge in minority enrollment has gone on almost unnoticed, yet the claim of white racism has not (Butz, 2001; Danehy, 1999). 

This report will specifically analyze current quantitative data in order to see if there are any dissimilar comparisons between homeschool minority enrollment and that of college and university enrollment, thereby answering the critical question of current racial equity within the homeschooling movement. This report will also analyze quantitative along with qualitative data to determine if there is a lack of social development among homeschooled children. 

Literature Review

The parent survey of the National Household Education Surveys Program, (1999) affords an exhaustive amount of data that can be utilized to approximate a figure and distinctiveness of homeschooled children in the United States. The research found four major details, which should be pointed out; (a), an estimated 850,000 pupils were being homeschooled, (b), a greater percentage of homeschoolers compared to non-homeschoolers were white in 1999; 75% to 65%, (c), the household income of homeschooled families showed no significant dissimilarity from non-homeschooled families, and (d), parents gave varying reasons for homeschooling their pupils at home; from being able to provide a better education at home to a poor learning environment in public schools (Bielick, Chandler, & Broughman, 1999). 

Homeschooling estimates are varied at best, and several studies have been conducted in this past decade in order to better understand these numbers, characteristics, and why families homeschool their children. The statistics differ by the thousands, depending on what research study is indicated. During the 1996-1997 school year, Dr. Brain Ray (1997) from the National Education Research Institute, estimated the number of homeschooled children around 1.15 million; and predicted its growth to be near 1.3 million by the 1999-2000 school year. Patricia M. Lines (1999) by means of her research at the United States Department of Education, National Institute on Student Achievement, Curriculum and Assessment, projected the integer of homeschoolers to be around 700,000 during the 1996-1997 school years, forecasting an expansion to perhaps one million by 1997-1998 school years. 

Many of these investigations do not take into account the apprehension many homeschool families feel when it comes to answering questions: especially from strangers, or a governmental body: over the telephone. Homeschooled families continually fear the knock on their door from, (a), social services, (b), public school officials, and (c), the local police. There are some aspects that do apply judiciousness with available data. The report stated that 75% of all homeschooled pupils are of Caucasian ancestry, compared to 65% for public schooled pupils. That would show that 25% of all homeschooled pupils are of minority ancestry (Bielick, Chandler, & Broughman, 1999). 

Many demographic studies showed a surge in minority participation in the homeschool movement (Bauman, 2001; & Bielick, Chandler, & Broughman, 1999; Jamieson, Curry, & Martinez, 2001). All studies demonstrated a bright future for minority participation within the homeschool development.

Significant numbers of African American families have started to homeschool, and by the late 1990’s it was determined that 9.9% of all homeschooled children were black; and 48.9% of black homeschoolers felt that their children could get a better education at home (Holland, 2001).

The 2001 edition of the Digest of Education Statistics (Snyder & Hoffman, 2002) is the 37th in a sequence of publications commencing in 1962. Its principal aim is to present a collection of statistical data covering education in the United States from pre-kindergarten through graduate school. Comprised in the postsecondary educational section is an assortment of different educational programs, offered by American colleges and universities.

Under the enrollment category, it can be seen that the number of American college students who are minorities has been rising. In 1976, 16% were minorities, distinguished with 28% in 1999, of all degree granting institutions. A great deal of the transformation can be credited to the growing numbers of Hispanic and Asian students. The number of Asian and Pacific Islander students increased from 2% to 6%, and the Hispanic percentage ascended from 4% to 9% during the same era. The ratio of black students varied during most of the initial phase, before increasing slightly to 11% in 1999. All of these included percentages omitted foreign students registered in U.S. colleges and universities (Snyder & Hoffman, 2002).

Of notable interest, when public and private universities are separated a significant difference can be seen. Total minority enrollment in private four-year colleges and universities has risen from 21.6% in 1996 to 24.2% by 1999. Whereas, minority enrollment within four-year public colleges and universities had additionally increased from 23.8% in 1996 to 25.1% by 1999 (Snyder & Hoffman, 2002).  

In the research conducted by Galloway & Sutton (2000), homeschoolers who went to college showed no significant social skill deprivation from their experience. In fact, Leadership domain among the homeschooled group was substantially higher than their counterparts from the private as well as public high school groups. Another study (Knowles & Muchmore, 1995) concluded that the issue of social development of homeschoolers is overstated. Adults, who were homeschooled as children, exhibited no characteristics that implied any future disadvantage.

Regarding social skill development, the homeschooling environment was considered to be neutral (Clery, 1998). Although limited in scope, this qualitative research emphasizes the reasoning for homeschooling; which were other then racism. This research concluded that homeschooled children are neither aided by, nor diminished by, their homeschooled environments. Additional research (Butz, 2001) has also determined that students educated in a home-based charter school are not negatively influenced with regard to their socialization capabilities. These results do not diametrically associate with the racism question; nevertheless, taken in a subtext position, homeschooling would not automatically engender cultural racism.

Research has determined that parents who homeschooled, primarily sought a solid education for their children (Miles, 1995). With regard to motivating educational factors another investigation (Galloway & Sutton, 2000) discovered no significant dissimilarities between three sampled college bound areas, (a) regular high school students, (b), private high school students, and (c), homeschooled high school students. One chief inference was that regardless of high school setting, all of the college students who were sampled, essentially received a corresponding education. 

 Encompassed in the National Household Education Surveys Program (1999) report, it was determined that varying reasons were given for homeschooling, which included, (a), better education provided at home, (b), poor learning environments in public schools, and (c), religious reasons (Bielick, Chandler, & Broughman, 1999). None of the studied indicators determined racism as a cause for homeschooling. Yet racism does exist in the United States. A recent survey (Hovey, Rojas, Kain, & Magaña, 2000) ascertained a bias toward immigrates in Michigan. This research focus summarizes the contention that anti-diversity sentiment is, in spite of everything, fairly prevalent. Depending on socio-demographic status, results did vary across racial, educational, and economic lines. This research report supports the position that several forms of racism exist in this society. 

A report submitted by John Wrench (2001) discussed three forms of direct or intentional discrimination, (a), racist discrimination, which are actions by racist, (b), statistical discrimination, which are perceptions towards a minority group, and (c), societal discrimination. Also determined were three forms of structural discrimination, (a), indirect discrimination, whereby neutral practices may cause discrimination, (b), past-in-present discrimination, whereby historical impacts may effect present discrimination, and (c), side effect discrimination, whereby inequality in one-area causes problems in another. This research is significant in its efforts to determine levels and types of discrimination. Conversely, finding genuine discrimination statistics within the homeschooling movement has been determined to be unproductive. 

 An additional area for discussion is the subject of student disengagement. Results of a recent study have determined that both teachers and students face daily obstacles in public schools that keep them from formulating an internal investment, which is essential for engagement in the teaching and or learning environmental process. Students recognize hardly any links between school and home life; as a consequence they are only engaged when a special bond is made with that of a teacher. Teachers conversely face many challenges in producing an environment whereby a personal connection is made possible. Moreover the increasingly multi-cultural character of today’s schools might signify that more students disengage from school, due to the incongruence between their home background, and that of school customs (Cothron & Ennis, 2000). This factor may very well explain the learning bond between children and parents; as there appears to be a limited disconnect with parental involvement in homeschooling children.

Summary and Interpretation

A significant aspect of this reports formation is the determination of racism itself, and the fact that it is still a factor in today’s world. Yet to is the thought that the racism claim is so easily employed as an immediate counter argument? The unfortunate consequence to this type of action is its effect on true racial problems. Anytime the word “racism” is used out of factual context, it actually diminishes genuine racism and hinders possible action were it is truthfully required.

  John Wrench (2001) covered the area of racial discrimination, and defined the forms of its usage. Racism does exist in the world today, and this report is in no way dismissing the problem. However, the blanket claim that homeschoolers are racist because they choose not to place their children in public schools must also be taken in context. This statement was probably made with the idea that homeschoolers were predominately white. No consideration was given to the fact that there might in fact be an equal demographic percentage of minority students who are homeschooled. The term percentage is meant to determine minority enrollment compared to other areas of education, and levels of demographics.  

It was determined that 25% of homeschooled children are of minority ancestry (Bielick, Chandler, & Broughman, 1999). In 1999 it was also determined that total minority enrollment in private four-year colleges and universities was 24.2%; and minority enrollment within four-year public colleges and universities was 25.1% (Snyder & Hoffman, 2002). These facts do not demonstrate discrimination within the homeschooling movement. In fact, the increases in all areas of education have been noted in this report. The close percentage relationship between minority homeschoolers and private-public colleges and universities minority enrollment demonstrates equality. Statistically there are little differences between the listed categories, 25%, 24.2% and 25.1%. 

Could it be that concerned parents just want more for their children than the public and private schools can offer (Miles, 1995)? It has been noted in this report that demographic shifts are occurring, yet this alone does not demonstrate racism. Additional minority increases are taking place within public and private schools; these increases have also been witnessed in the homeschooling environment (Bielick, Chandler, & Broughman, 1999). The choice to homeschool a child must be considered an individual family decision, and a large percentage of minority families have determined to vacate public and private schools along with whites. 

A common term used against homeschoolers, is the term “socialization.” Several studies were listed in this report, which have determined that lack of social development has been overstated (Clery, 1998). Another study (Galloway & Sutton, 2000) determined that homeschoolers who went to college showed no significant social skill deprivation. An additional research also determined that students educated in a home-based charter school are not negatively influenced with regard to their socialization capabilities (Butz, 2001). This report utilizes social development studies to better aid understanding with regard to the racism myth. If no effects can be determined, because of homeschooling, then homeschoolers will have no problems as adults when interacting with others (Knowles & Muchmore, 1995). 

It has already been determined that homeschooled children are of equal percentages as private and public university students. It has also been established that there are no significant differences between the three following areas, (a) regular high school students, (b), private high school students, and (c), homeschooled high school students in college (Galloway & Sutton, 2000). Understanding the relationship between these three categories allows for a clearer understanding with regard to homeschooled children. Research has determined that children who are homeschooled are not disadvantaged during their homeschooled years, nor are they disadvantaged during their college years; they show no ill effects from their educational experiences, or during their lifetime.  

With this in mind, the questions must be asked again from the earlier problem statement: (a), are children who are homeschooled divergent from the general population? The answer most assuredly is no, as this review has clearly demonstrated, and (b), does the homeschool movement reflect the demographic makeup of the United States? The answer most confidently is yes, as the encompassed data has established. 

To conclude this topic, this report has illustrated that homeschooled children, show no detrimental affects from their homeschooled experiences. They are well adjusted during college, and throughout their lifetime. Education in the United States is changing and the homeschool movement is nothing more than a response to that change. Racism is an easy claim to make, and it is hoped that all the facts will be considered before making such blanket statements in the future. It has been all too easy this past decade to stereotype whites that decided to homeschool. This report aims to aid the topic and dismiss any future generalizing claims (Butz, 2001; Danehy, 1999). A request is made that this information be additionally studied, and possibly countered; in a hope to better understand this important area of interest. 

A possible focus for future study might be a qualitative research study of homeschooled children’s friends and family associates. Within this possible research, questions maybe asked about cross ethnic relationships, and judgments concerning ethnic diversity. This category of research would help determine additional certainty to the racism claim. 
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