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I.
Introduction
A. A Word about the Character of this Study

1. John 20:27, 28

B. Notice Two Things:

1. With Thomas we are invited to “Examine” Him

2. With Thomas we are led to “Worship” Him

C. A Word about the Breadth of this Study

1. The breadth of the study is suggested by its subject—which (Who) is inscrutable and infinite

2. Here we may be as Cleopas and his friend from Emmaus (Lk 24:32)

II.
Christology in Systematic Theology
A. Relating to Theology Proper

B. Relating to Bibliology

C. Relating to Anthropology

D. Relating to Sin

E. Relating to Salvation

F. Relating to the Holy Spirit

G. Relating to the Church

H. Relating to Hope and Destiny

III.
The Deity of Christ in Scripture
A. Passages which seem to deny the Deity of Christ

1. Mark 10:17, 18– “Why call me good…?” No one is good except God alone.
2. John 10:33-36–Jesus quotes from Ps 82:6, “and all of you are sons of the most high” to explain His claim to be the Son of God.
3. I Tim 2:5– There is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus
IV.
Biblical Evidences for the Deity of Christ

 Scripture Explicitly Asserts His Deity

A.
The Claims of Christ Himself

1. Authority over the laws and Institutions of God

i. Mt 5:32-34– (on Marriage), 38 (revises the Lex Talionis)-39; 7:28-29 (He was teaching as one having authority)
ii. Mt 12:6, 8– greater than the temple. . .Lord of the Sabbath
iii. Mt 16:19– gives the “keys to the Kingdom of Heaven”

2.  Authority to be the Object of Faith

i. John 10:30– “I and the Father are one”

ii. John 14:1– “believe in God, believe. . . in me”

iii. John 17:3– “this is eternal life. . .know you . . . And Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

B. He Claimed Equality with God, the Father

1. John 5:23– “all honor the son as . . .Father”

2. John 8:19– “know” me . . . know my Father”
3. John 12:44, 45– “He who believes in me . . .believes in my father”

4. John 13:20– “receives me. . .Him who sent me”

C. He Claimed a Unique Relationship with the Father

1. Matt 11:27– “no one knows except. . .”

2. John 5:19, 20– “ the Father does, the Son does”

3. John 10:30– “I and the Father are one”

4. John 14:7-11– Response to Phillip

5. John 20:17– “I ascend to my father. . .”

D. He Claimed to be Able to Satisfy Our Deepest Needs

1. John 6:35– “bread of life”

2. Matt 11:28-30– “Come. . . I will give you rest”

3. John 14:6– “I am the way, the truth, and the life”

E. He Claimed to Give Eternal Life and Security

1. John 10:27-29– “I give eternal life. . .”

2. John 11:25, 26– “resurrection and the life”

3. John 7:18-- “He who is seeking the glory of the one who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.”
III.
Other Biblical Authors Made Similar Claims

A. John 1:1– “In the beginning. . .”

B. John 20:28-31– Thomas: “my Lord. . .God”

C. Rom 9:5– “Christ. . .who is over all God blessed forever”

D. Phil 2:6– equal with God

E. I John 5:20– “And we know that the Son of God has come. . . and we are in Him . . .in His Son. . .

F. Heb 1– “God. . .His Son. . .appointed heir. . .radiance. . .exact representation. . . upholds all things. . .made purification of sins. . .sat down at the right hand. . .”

IV.  Scripture Also Gives Jesus Divine Names and Titles
A. He is called God (Theos)

1. John 1:1– “the Word was God”

2. Heb 1:8– Your throne O God” (cf. Ps 45:6)

3. Tit 2:13– “great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ”

B.  He is Called the Son of God

1. John 10:31-36– Answer to charge of blasphemy: “believe me [if I do] the works of my Father”

2. John 5:17-27– “the Father . . .and the Son. . .give life.”

V.  The Status of the Title: Son of God
A. Used of Men and Angels

1. Rom 8:14– “For all who are being led by the Spirit, these are sons of God”

2. Job 1:6– “Sons of God. . . and Satan”

B.  Used Uniquely of Christ

1. John 5:18– “calling God his Father. . .making himself equal with God”

2. John 19:7– “he ought to die because he made himself out to be equal with God”

3. Matt 16:15-17– Peter: “ the Christ the Son of the living God”

4. Matt 26:63-65– “Are you the Son of God?. . .hereafter you will see. . .” (cf. Dan 7)

VI.  Other Divine Titles Used of Jesus

A. Lord (kurios)

1. Luke 2:11– “Savior who is Christ the Lord”

2. John 13:13– “You call me teacher and Lord, and you are right. . .”

3. Rom 10:9— “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord. . .”

4. Cf Is 45:5,6— “I am the Lord and beside me there is no other”  and Rev 11:15– “the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ”

B.  Lord of Glory

1. I Cor 2:8– “. . .if they had understood they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.”  cf. Psa 24:8-10

C. The Holy One

1. Acts 3:14– “you disowned the Holy and Righteous One,” cf Hos 11:9; Isa 48:17

D. First and Last (Alpha and Omega)

A. Rev 1:8, 17, 18; 2:8; 22:13, 16

B. Cf Isa 44:6; 48:12-16

VII.
Christ is Assigned Divine Attributes
A. Self-existent Life  (John 5:26; Col 1:16, 17)

B. Immutability (Heb 1:10-12; 13:8)

C. Eternality (Mic 5:2; John 1:1; 8:35)

D. Omnipresence (Mt 18:20– “two or three gathered;” 28:20– “I am with you;” Col 1:27– “Christ in you”)

E. Omnipotence (John 1:1-3; Heb 1:3)

F. Omniscience (John 1:48--Nathanael; I Cor 1:30—Wisdom; Heb 4:13— “all things are open before him. . .”)

G. Truth (John 14:6, etc)

H. Goodness (Acts 10:38; I John 3:16; Heb 2:17; II Pet 3:89, 15)

I. Righteousness (Acts 3:14; I Cor 1:30; II Tim 4:8)

J. Sovereignty (Mt 28:20; Rev 19:15,16)

K. Holiness (John 9:69; Acts 3:14)

L. Incomprehensible (Matt 11:27— “no man knows except. . .Father. . .Son;”  Eph 3:8, 19– “unfathomable riches. . .surpasses knowledge”)

VIII.
Works of Christ Demonstrating Deity

A. Creation (John 1:3,10; Col 1:16)

B. Providence (Lk 10:22; Col 1:17)

C. Gives Life (John 11:43,44; 8:28, 29)

D. Forgives Sins (Lk 5:20, 21)

E. Receives Worship (Mt 16:15-17)

F. Receives and Answers Prayer (John 14:14; Acts 7:59)

G. Demands Obedience and Discipleship (Matt 4:19; 822; 19:21; Mk 2:14)

H. He Builds and Sustains the Church (Mt 16:18; Eph 4:7-16)

I. He is the Final Judge (Mt 25:31-46; Jn 5:22)

J. He is involved in the Final Events of History (Phil 3:21; Heb 1:10-12)

K. Scripture Assigns Divine Honor to Him

L. John 14:1; Heb 1:6; Matt 28:19

And so Christians emphatically sing:
“…O Come Let Us Adore Him…”

