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Camp Grandma’s – 7/24/06 to 7/30/06
By Sandi Hannig

Monday, July 24, 2006:  The Scott Hannig family had dental appointments (just checkups, thank goodness!) around 3:00 p.m. so they picked up Wes and Daniel and arrived around 2:00. I had invited them all to stay for dinner. Since it was Julia’s birthday the next day, we gave her one of her presents—a Big Wheel! Jill, Mike and family were also invited for the cookout so camp was not officially going to open until the adults left. Zak and his friend Brian stopped by to set up the volleyball/badminton set and even blew the volleyball up. 
The next door neighbors, the Castlemans, had just gotten a new beagle puppy named Casey who was a hit with everyone. Julia rode her Big Wheel and then we had dinner. Katie and her girlfriend, Christen, stopped by too, so today, we got to see all seven of our grandchildren. After dinner, Aunt Jill and Uncle Mike gave Julia and Will their birthday presents since they would not be able to go to their birthday party Sunday as Katie had a soccer tournament in Strongsville this coming weekend. (They were staying with Aunt Sherry & Uncle Jim and Katie ended up winning the tournament!) 

Daniel held his hand out level in front of him and stated, “Fun with the parents.” Then he raised it higher and said, “Fun with the grandparents!” (Daniel sure knows how to score points!)

The parental units left and took Julia with them. We then sat at the dining room table (which I had covered with a tablecloth) and camp officially began. They opened their goody bags and I went over the rules:

· Pick up after yourself right away. This includes your dishes, garbage, clothes, toys, games, etc.

· Do as you are told right away—no arguing

· No fighting
· Be nice to each other

· You can sleep in either of the two guest bedrooms

· Mark your belongings
· You can trade items from your goody bag

· Replace drinks in the frig
· You can add or subtract survivor games by unanimous vote
· Snack rules—none in the morning, none after 3:00 p.m., and unlimited snacking after dinner

· HAVE FUN! 
Then we reviewed the survivor games. (Winner gets 4 points, 2nd place gets 3 points, 3rd place gets 2 points and 4th place gets 1 point). New this year were extra point activities and they picked which ones they would be. I had been concerned that they may be getting too old for some of the games so I was pleasantly surprised when they decided to add block building! (
They traded items from their goody bags, ate candy, and watched TV. Some watched Criss Angel—Mind Freak and some played on the computer (mostly playing Numa videos). Will said a very endearing thing to me. “If they ever make The Wizard of Oz again, they’ll say ‘there’s no place like Grandma’s’!” 
We retired for the night. I think the boys all started in the green bedroom but eventually Wes and Will moved to the other bedroom. After that, both sets switched bedrooms every night. Joe & Daniel and Wes and Will seemed to stay partners for the week. 
Tuesday, July 25, 2006: JULIA’S 4TH BIRTHDAY! I was ready to take a morning walk and Daniel and Will got up and wanted to go. Wes got up too but Joe pleaded exhaustion so he stayed home with Grandpa and the three of them joined me. After a good walk, we ate donuts, got ready and headed for the Newport Aquarium. http://www.newportaquarium.com.We had taken them there when it first opened. They took our picture which turned out great. The aquarium was awesome and their favorite part was petting the sharks. We also got to see a shark named Sweet Pea that is a cross between a stingray and a shark and there are only six in captivity! 
When we got home, we had sandwiches for lunch while watching, of course, Full House! We called Julia and sang Happy Birthday on voicemail as she was (we later found out), at the mall getting her ears pierced! Around 2:00, we headed for Scallywag Tag http://www.scallywagtag.com/ where the boys enjoyed two games. Then we went to Cappel’s (a costume and novelty store). Will bought a laser light (their goody bags included a $5 bill), Daniel and Joe bought some gag gifts, and Wes bought a huge pen with pink foam!
Tuesday is my golf night but before I left, we played our first survivor game. It was standing on one foot with their eyes closed. After a bad start (unclear rules), we did it again. Will lasted a short time (I think he wanted computer time), the three older ones lasted quite some time. Eventually Wes fell, followed closely by Joe, so Daniel won the first survivor game! I left at 4:30 so Grandpa was in charge. He took the boys to BW3 and he ordered 100 wings! I think they only brought 20 home and they were eaten that night.
The evening was busy. Daniel and Will created their badges, practiced music, and started working on their paper airplanes. Joe and Wes teamed together to build a block castle. (Daniel and Will did theirs separately). Wes finished his badge. They played outside with the dogs next door and with their flashlights and went to bed around 11:00.
Wednesday, July 26, 2006:  I got the boys up around 8:30 so we could eat breakfast (blueberry pancakes and sausage) and headed for Coney Island. http://www.coneyislandpark.com/  We were going to go on the rides first and then the pool. We were just leaving when Zak came to eat breakfast. But we said good-bye and headed to Coney (how rude!). When we got there, we found out the rides didn’t open until 11:00. The boys wanted to wait and go on rides first so we walked around and even went down to the Ohio River and even played some Rock/Paper/Scissors! Finally, the rides opened. Our first ride was the paddleboats where Joe and Daniel challenged Will and me to a race. Wes didn’t want to paddle so he was a passenger on our boat and was our steering pilot. We won! Joe and Daniel said their boat didn’t work. After that, we rode the Scrambler and they rode some other rides a number of times. 
Then we headed for the pool! The boys all went down the pool slide first and played in the pool. Then the three oldest went down Zoom Flume (50 feet tall and 500 feet long). We had LaRosa’s Pizza for lunch at the pool and once again, Will laid a classic line on us: “It doesn’t get much better than this!” Then Daniel and Wes went down the Pipeline Plunge (a 45 foot enclosed slide). Joe & Daniel spent the rest of the time going down the Zoom Flume while Wes & Will stayed in the pool with a raft. Riverbend was having an all-day battle of the bands and the boys enjoyed listening to bands that they actually knew. 
We got home around 3:00 because the boys had haircut appointments and they needed to shower. After their haircuts, we enjoyed ham plus macaroni & cheese for dinner and then things got busy. I had taken pictures of the block buildings so the boys couldn’t see what the others built. I printed the pictures and let Hank select the winners. He selected the team of Joe and Wes as the winning entry with Will next and then Daniel. When I showed the pictures to the other boys, Will said that he thought Daniel’s was better than his so he gave him second place and took last place. Very thoughtful, Will!

Our first challenge of the evening was the hula hoop contest. Daniel went first. He was like the Energizer Bunny. He kept going, and going, and going! As he was approaching 20 minutes, I told him that he could quit at 20 minutes and anyone else reaching 20 minutes would also be a winner. Well guess what? Wes also went 20 minutes. Will came in next, followed by Joe. Then they tossed bean bags into a circle (hula hoop). Joe won that contest by getting 7 out of 8. The last event of the evening was the football toss which Wes won. They then each ate two Fear Factor Popsicles. 

Next, out came the fireworks! They were mostly smoke bombs and sparklers but all the neighborhood kids came out and as they say, a good time was had by all! They played outside for a while and then had some snacks and watched Criss Angel, Mind Freak!
Thursday, July 27, 2006:  I got up at 7:30 so I could finish laundry and cut the grass. I let the boys sleep until 10:00—they were on vacation! After a breakfast of cereal and Pop Tarts, we packed a lunch (just peanut butter, jelly, bread, snacks, and pop) and hit the road by 10:30. We first went to Kellogg Marina to hit golf balls into the lake. When we got there, the boys opened the trunk (where their clubs were), the cooler fell to the ground and the jelly jar broke! What a mess. (I included this part because it is one thing they’ll probably always remember!) We hit one HUGE bucket of golf balls and the boys did great!
We went to California Nature Center but there was no place to park. We then headed to the Anderson Township Heritage Center so the boys could find their bricks, which of course, they did (and we have pictures to prove it!).
Next we went to Woodland Mound Park. We stopped at a shelter to eat lunch as it was raining. Also in the shelter were a lady and a little boy around two. As we were enjoying our lunch, the little boy fell off of the picnic bench and began crying. Will asked if he could go over and cheer him up. He did! He pretended to hit himself and fall down and then he hit his own head when he got back up but the boy did stop crying! Good job, Will!
We did our usual walk on the exercise trail. Hanging on the bars is one of the survivor games and Wes won, followed by Joe. It started to rain so we headed home to grab candy and drinks so we could catch the 2:10 showing of Monster House in 3D. It was a terrific movie! We saw a baby deer on the way home, too. 

When we got home, I videotaped Will doing his comedy act and singing Numa. Wes then sang “Shoot to Thrill” by AC/DC. For dinner we had their favorite chicken pretzels and fries and Zak joined us. After dinner, we headed to Julif’s Park for the basketball contest. Whoever sunk the most baskets out of 10 shots would be the winner. Will went first so he could go play on the playground. He sunk five in ten tries and promptly left. Joe was next and sunk two and Wes & Daniel each sunk one so Will was clearly the winner. What a victory! He thought the boys were lying to him when they told him he won! I took a short walk on the trail while Joe & Daniel played basketball and Wes watched Will play on the playground. 
We went to Graeter’s and then stopped at Staples to buy more disposable cameras and to see Zak at work. We came home and the boys helped each other build their paper airplanes. After they were built, we went outside for the contest. Whoever could fly theirs the farthest (they got three tries), would be the winner. Joe flew his farthest followed by Daniel, Wes, and Will. Then we went into the kitchen to solve the Word Search I had created. Rather than declare winners in the order that they finished, I told them that they would have 15 minutes to solve it and that if anyone solved it, they would get four points. Wes finished first followed by Daniel before the 15 minutes were over so they each earned four points. Joe came in 3rd and Will 4th based on the number of words they found.
Our final contest of the evening was pinball. Each one got to be all four players and whoever had the highest total would win. (Five balls per player equaled 20 balls they each got to play). Wes won this contest (2,001,260 points) followed by Will (1,401,240 points), Joe (1,345,220 points) and Daniel (708,880 points). I then judged the badges they made and Daniel won, followed by Wes, Will and Joe. It was then 10:30 so we had been going at it for 12 hours but it had been a great day!

Friday, July 28, 2006: We had a lazy morning. Wes and Will had slept in the living room. We got moving after 10:00. Wes and Daniel had bacon and eggs and Joe and Will had Toaster Strudels. Zak stopped by for breakfast. We then put rubber bands on our t-shirts for tie-dying and then soaked them in the solution. We had again bought a shirt for Julia plus I bought one for myself this year, too (but I promised the boys I wouldn’t wear mine when they wore theirs). 
After showers, we headed for Walgreens and the boys were able to stock up on more candy. Then we headed for CiCi’s Pizza (all you can eat) for lunch around 1:00 and of course, we all pigged out. Then off we went to Adventure Golf and Go Karts in Eastgate. It was an awesome golf game. (They were not allowed to take more than double-par for their score). Joe won by 1 stroke with Wes and Daniel tying for second place. 
Will was still not tall enough to drive the Go Karts so he and I watched the three older boys race and Will got $5.00 to play in the arcade—not the same as driving, though. Daniel won the race (it was not a survivor game). Joe and Wes ‘bumped into’ each other so they ended up way behind but Joe did nose out Wes. Those two just love to compete! The boys then played some arcade games and William had one token left. I told Joe to have him play the Cyclone Game because you could hit the jackpot which was up to 296 tickets. Joe asked Will if he could do it for him which he did. Joe hit the jackpot! Will had some other tickets too so he got a stuffed dog for Julia and a rubber chicken that, when you squeeze it, it lays an egg.
We headed home and tie-dyed out shirts. They needed to be wrapped up for about four hours. So it was time to do some more videotaping. Joe sang “Special Fred” and Daniel sang “The Whole State of Michigan.” Then the boys humored me because I had asked them to sing Numa for me. And did they Karaoke! They got a little carried away in the end but it was hilarious. Then they made me promise not to show it to anybody. They did let Grandpa and Zak see it and I’m sure they’ll let more family members see it too!
We then got ready and headed for Anderson Days Festival at Beech Acres Park. We gave the boys money and they wanted to go on their own. We got some food and settled down at a picnic table for dinner. They checked in from time to time and eventually ate dinner. We all feasted on burgers, corn, chicken tenders, Italian sandwiches, Skyline coneys, chips and funnel cakes. Jill and Mike joined us and pigged out too. The boys did rock climbing, laser tag and mouse races plus listened to the bands. We came home as Zak was coming to spend the night. When he got there, he had to go back home to get his work shirt for the next morning and then had to help a friend who had car trouble so he was gone for a few hours.
Saturday, July 29, 2006:  Zak left for work before 8:00 as he had to go to work at Staples. We had a breakfast of sausage and French toast. I undid all the rubber bands from the tie-dyed shirts, rinsed and washed them. They turned out great! Will went with Grandpa to get his car washed and run a few errands. All the boys helped empty his car first. The rest of the boys played a computer game and played with the new puppy next door. When they returned, we grilled out hot dogs and ate lunch outside. 
Around 1:30, we went to River Downs Race Track. Will was the only one who had been there before—Uncle Mike had taken him. One race was just finishing as we walked in so we went right up to the railing to see the horses walking back. They wanted to sit up high in the clubhouse so off we went. The next race (the 5th) was a simulcast from Thistledowns. Joe found a betting book so we just used that one. They each picked a horse and I placed a $2.00 bet to win for each one, plus one for myself, of course. None of us won that race. The next one was live. Horses were picked, bets were placed, and once again, nobody won. Joe wanted to stay for one more race. Again, horses were picked, bets were placed, but this time, Joe’s horse won—a whopping $3.20! River Downs offers free pony rides by the paddock and Will wanted to ride. So he got in line to ride and Wes decided he was man enough to ride a pony and he did!
We came home and needed to finish our survivor games so we could declare the winners. Our last game was Ohio Bingo. Each one played three cards and the first one to win on all three cards was the winner. Daniel and Will tied for first so it was a contest between Joe and Wes for third and last but, they tied too. I updated the scorecard and we held the award ceremony in the family room as that is where Grandpa was. The winners (declared at that time) were: Will: Award of Excellence; Joe, 3rd place; Daniel, 2nd place, and Wes (again) came in 1st place! Note: After writing this journal and reviewing the scoring, the fact that Will said Daniel’s block building was better than his and switched places, affected the scoring. So I put back the original scoring for that contest and declared Daniel and Joe tied for 2nd place. I called both Joe and Daniel to explain this to them. They were both fine with it. 

Will and Daniel went outside with their water guns to do battle. Their target units that were supposed to light up and make noise when squirted (like laser tag) didn’t work so they didn’t stay outside doing that very long. In the meantime, I taught Wes and Joe how to play Tripoli (also known as Michigan Poker). We played a few games and then it was time for dinner.
Off we went to Skyline around 6:00 and had a great time. When we got home, they mostly played outside. Will ‘versed me’ in pinball and had me beat until the last ball (sorry, Will!) He went out to play with the puppy and I went with him to the Castleman’s deck. Wes and Will played with Jack and the dogs. Then Joe and Daniel played wiffle ball with Jack, Wes watched, and Will finally got a little computer time. Around 9:00, we brought out the S’Mores ingredients and gorged ourselves on those and plain roasted marshmallows. Caroline and Jack joined us. Wes and Will stayed outside until 10:00 and Joe and Daniel played Age of Empires on the computer. 
Sunday, July 30, 2006: WILL’S 10TH BIRTHDAY! I got up and leisurely read the Sunday paper. At 10:00, reveille sounded. It was shower time. The others occupied themselves with playing checkers with me (I beat Daniel and Joe) and packing up their belongings. Will’s family called to sing Happy Birthday to him as did Aunt Jill, Uncle Mike, and Katie who were still in Strongsville. 
Eventually, we were all ready to go and left for Frisch’s for brunch around 11:30. After viewing the breakfast bar, everybody ordered that. They did a pretty good job of devouring their favorite foods. Will wanted to draw so we went to get him crayons. They were all gone except for one loose yellow crayon which he took. I gave him a pencil and he drew ‘Big Boy’ from the crayon. He included the words, “Frisch’s Big Boy, what’s your favorite?” We found the manager on the way out and Will presented it to him. He seemed very impressed and thanked him. The manager told Will that his favorite thing is when kids give him special things like this. One waitress added that her favorite thing about Frisch’s is her day off! (
When we got home, the boys finished packing up their stuff, they changed into their tie-dyed t-shirts, and we packed up the car. I talked to each one individually and thanked them for being so good and told them to let me know when they think they’re too old to come to Camp Grandma’s. I added that they should just tell their friends that they’re going to hang out with their cousins for a week and go to the race track and places like that!

We were ready to leave around 1:00 when a cartoon came on that they all wanted to watch (Rocco’s Modern Life). We left after that and headed for Scott and Tammy’s to celebrate Julia’s 4th and Will’s 10th birthdays. Camp Grandma’s officially ended when we pulled into their driveway!
Thanks for being such great campers! Let’s do this again next year!
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