Camp Grandma’s!

By Sandi Hannig
Many grandparents, if possible, invite their grandchildren to their homes for visits without the parents. Now you can have Camp Grandma’s at your home no matter what the size of your home is, no matter how much money you have to spend, and no matter the ages of your grandchildren! Making memories for your grandchildren is the best gift you can give them!
PLAN:
1. If the grandchildren are old enough, mail them a Pledge. Include appropriate questions and promises. The questions will help you purchase food they like and plan activities.

2. Make a grid with four squares. The squares are called Indoor-Home; Outdoor-Home; Indoor-In the Community, and Outdoor-In the Community. As you think of ideas, activities, etc., write them down in the appropriate square. That way you can be flexible no matter what the weather is.

PREPARE:

1. Purchase age-appropriate games and activities. If you plan to put a scrapbook and/or album together, purchase one for each child.

2. Purchase ‘goody bags’ if your budget allows. Besides the normal candy and treats, I include disposable cameras. 
3. In our basement, I put together two card tables and cover them with a plastic tablecloth for arts and crafts projects. I put enough chairs around the kitchen table for meals. I clean off the dining room table and let them keep their goody bags there plus games and activities I had purchased, such as a chess set and jigsaw puzzle.

4. Purchase lots of food and drinks they like!
5. Visit places before taking them there so you know the costs, hours of operation, etc. Visit on-line too.

PLAY:

1. Participate in as many activities with them as your age, health, and stamina will allow.
2. Keep cleaning to a minimum! (
3. Take lots of pictures and encourage your grandchildren to do the same.

4. Write in a journal at every opportunity.

5. One year, I ‘interviewed’ each grandson with this question: What do you like best about (and named each of the other grandsons). I then typed up the responses and included what the others said about each one in their albums.

6. Enjoy yourself—thoroughly! They grow up way too fast!

FOLLOW-UP:
1. Have your pictures plus the grandchildren’s pictures developed. Have doubles made so each child gets as many pictures as possible.

2. If possible, type up your journal. Make one scrapbook or album for each child that includes your journal, pictures and any souvenirs gathered along the way.

3. Check off what activities you did on your grid. Make note of whether you want to do them again next time and add more new ones as you think of them.

Activities we have done/will do—boys, ages 8 to 12

	INDOOR-HOME

Arts & Crafts

· Make a family flag

· Tie-dye T-Shirts

· Paint T-Shirts

Blockbuster Movies

Card games

Chess

Puzzles

Web site (Create)
	OUTDOOR-HOME

Baseball

Flashlight tag

Football

Marshmallow Roast

Soccer

Survivor games

Water balloons

Water guns



	INDOOR-COMMUNITY

Bowling

Costume and joke store (Cappel’s)
Dollar Store

Laser Tag

Movies

Roller Skating

	OUTDOOR-COMMUNITY

Golf driving range
Go Carts

Miniature golf

Parks

· Playground

· Trails

Amusement parks

Swimming
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