Essay Writing – How to improve your essays:

Before you start

1. Re-read the feedback you received on your previous essay(s) – then act to correct your faults and maintain your strengths.

2. Plan – how do you know what to write in your introduction unless you’ve planned what you are about to introduce!!!? So plan each paragraph first!

3. Introductions – this should introduce the rest of your essay – NOT give background information but introduce your answer to the question. A good introduction will also suggest the themes of your main paragraphs. So your introduction will be like a 50+ word outline of your answer to the question – by the time someone has read your intro they should know what your line of argument is and what the main issues are that you will later discuss in detail……

4. …then the main paragraphs of your essay gives the detail on the issues that your introduction has introduced. Include factual evidence to back up your line of argument. Each paragraph should have a theme – as planned earlier - e.g. ‘economic issues’  - that is relevant to the question. Avoid one-sentence paragraphs !! On a question on how Hitler came to power, think of various factors – economic issues; organisation of Nazis and role of Hitler; resentment against the Weimar Republic and political instability; Hitler’s promises; Backroom deal etc.
5. Opening sentences are vital – they answer the question directly and set up the theme for the paragraph. For example, if the question was “How did Hitler become Chancellor of Germany?” a paragraph on ‘economic issues’ might begin “The severe economic crisis that Germany faced in the early 1930’s greatly aided Hitler’s rise to power”. The rest of the paragraph would give the factual detail and analysis of events…..
6. Analyse and evaluate – make judgments – don’t just narrate/tell the story – assume we know the story but we don’t know your analysis of events. E.g. “The rapidly increasing numbers of unemployed – numbering nearly six million by the end of 1932 – meant a growing number of discontented Germans who were desperate enough to look for a radical solution to their problems.”
7. A concluding sentence for each paragraph also helps to ensure that you are answering the question directly. E.g. “Therefore, the Weimar Government’s inability to deal with Germany’s economic difficulties enabled Hitler to gain popularity by promising solutions to the problems.”
8. Conclusion – must be several sentences, recapping your argument and highlighting the most important factors. Don’t worry if it sounds similar to your intro – that’s probably a good thing!
9.When you’ve finished your essay, re-read it and correct your mistakes!

