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 Exact number of words used  
(excluding only the footnotes 
and the bibliography, both of 

which are compulsory) 

  

 
The maximum permitted is 3000 words, beyond which an examiner will not read. 

 
 
 
Authentication by the teacher/lecturer/tutor 
 
 
I declare that, to the best of my knowledge, the work submitted is that of the candidate concerned. 
No research notes or Investigation drafts have been marked. 
I have attached details of any assistance given beyond that which is acceptable under the scheme of 
assessment. 
 
 
Signature _______________________________________________________      Date _____________ 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF THIS FORM 
 
 

1 Please use one form for each candidate. 
 

 2 Please ensure that all parts are completed (except the shaded box) and that the 
authentication declaration is signed. 

 
 3 Candidates should attach their Question Proposal Form [GCW088] to their completed 

Investigation if they received advice from an OCR Assessor. 
 
Thank you. 

 
 
  REMINDERS 
 

• Attention is drawn to AO2 and its requirement for critical evaluation of source material. 
Guidance on preparing an Investigation is provided in Teacher Support and Coursework 
Guidance. A copy has been sent to centres and it may be downloaded from 
www.ocr.org.uk under AS/A2 History (under the ‘Publications & Materials’ tab). 

 
• Every Investigation must have both a bibliography and footnotes acknowledging the 

source for every quotation. To use the words of another without acknowledgement is 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is automatically referred to OCR's Regulations Committee. 

 
• Investigation should have wide margins and be double spaced. 12-point font is ideal. 
 
• The maximum length permitted is 3000 words. All quotations count towards that total; 

the footnotes & bibliography alone are exempt. Where an Investigation exceeds 3000 
words (including text put in footnotes that pushes the word count beyond 3000 words), 
the examiner stops reading at 3000 words. Any excess will not be marked. False 
declarations of word length are automatically referred to OCR's Regulations Committee. 

 
• Investigations should be secured by a staple in one corner. Loose sheets are not 

acceptable. Neither are separate plastic pockets for each page. A folder or file is 
unnecessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teachers may not mark any research notes or Investigation drafts. 
 

An Independent Investigation must be exactly that - the work of the candidate  
submitting it. 
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