PREPARING FOR YEAR 13

A—INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION

All the students have to carry out an Independent Investigation. They have been given sheets explaining the exercise. They need to read these very carefully. In particular they need to focus on:

(a) The title of the question that they propose to investigate – is it manageable? A question such as Was Hitler a failure? Is too big since to answer this the student would have to explore every aspect of Hitler’s rule and policies. A much better question would be : How far was Hitler master of the Third Reich? You can then focus on key areas to examine and define these in your introduction.

(b) Whether or not there is an historical debate surrounding the question. For example: Was Kennedy the victim of a CIA plot? Is NOT a valid historical debate because there is no evidence to support or refute this. Historians have not formed conclusions – it is the conspiracy theorists who have expounded their views, not historians. 

(c) It is after the date set. It cannot be before the 5th century AD.

(d) There are resources available. It is no use doing a question such as Did newspaper coverage of the Vietnam War have any real impact on the US government? If you cannot access American newspapers from the time.

(e) They can find all the information required in the sheets. The information is also available on our website at : http://www.geocities.com/historyatwarwick/CourseworkGuidance.html
(f) They can also find a list of past questions set by the Board. Candidates can simply take one of these questions and do that question OR they can frame their own question. If they do the latter, they need to submit their proposal to the Examiner. They have to fill in a proposal sheet. A copy of this can be found on our website at : http://www.geocities.com/historyatwarwick/CourseworkForms.html
(g) Past questions can be found at : http://www.geocities.com/historyatwarwick/PastQsCoursework.pdf
(h) It is IMPORTANT therefore that students use the summer wisely to start exploring topics / questions.

B – ELIZABETH I

One of the two topics studied in Year 13 is Elizabeth I. It is always useful if students can develop an overview of the period before September. Reading around the subject or exploring some issues relating to Elizabeth is always useful. Even visiting historic sites like Hatfield, Hardwick Hall or Hampton Court help to develop a feeling for the period. However, we do recommend that they take care over watching films or television programmes about Elizabeth as historical accuracy often is sacrificed.

C – ESSAY WRITING

