GCSE HISTORY COURSEWORK

VIETNAM ONLINE RESOURCES

The Sauvain textbook is, of course, a key resource.  The school library may also have some useful books on the war – or general 20th. century histories which have a section on Vietnam, so it is worth checking that out.  Please keep a record of all of the resources you use as you need to list them on the coursework cover sheet. For those who prefer their research to be more web-based, I have listed a number of  online resources below.

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/vietnam.html - the huge spartacus section on Vietnam.  Lots of links both within the site, and to external sites that have been checked and written up (see the ‘Vietnam Websites’ section).  The Vietnam War(overview) might be a good place to start, containing in turn numerous hyper-links - http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/VietnamWar.htm
Timelines – there are several useful timelines for the Vietnam conflict online.  Helpful for getting an overview picture of the wear, but also useful for honing in on 1973, and some of the specific reasons and events surrounding withdrawal.  Three recommended ones are:

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/vietnam/timeline.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/vietnam/timeline/index.html - This one contains a number of useful hyper-links, and is produced by America’s Public Service network.

http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/vietnam/index.html - The History Place offers a comprehensive overview of the war in timeline form as well, divided into sections for ease of use.

Learn History, GCSE site - http://www.learnhistory.org.uk/vietnam/usdefeat.htm - this site is more basic than previous ones, but it is aimed at students, and lists 8 simple reasons for the US defeat.  One idea would be to use the 8 proposed reasons and build on each of them, linking between them etc., as you did in the diagram exercise.  Lots of links in the right-hand side-bar on this site.

BBC Bitesize also has some pages on the war – they are, of course, bite-sized, so need more development if you are going to use them - http://www.johndclare.net/how_to_write_an_essay.htm
The inevitable wikipedia entry is here - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
For those willing to read a more in-depth analysis of why America failed, there is an essay on the following American politics site.  It is written from a firmly right-wing perspective, blames left-wing protestors, and links to Bush’s Iraq policies; a stimulating read, but use the conclusions with care - http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2007/08/the_left_loses_the_vietnam_war.html
There is plenty of information in the above sites, with numerous links to use as follow ups.  The key is not to be overwhelmed by information – select the key facts, and seek to explain them.  Try and find a fresh perspective; certainly make sure that you don’t just copy tracts of material from these sites or the textbook.

Essay Skills

For those who are a little unsure about structuring the essay, may I refer you to the admirable Greenhead College site, authored by the legend who is John D. Clare.  He has leapt to the rescue with a helpful page on ‘writing an essay’ - http://www.johndclare.net/how_to_write_an_essay.htm
