THE DISSOLUTION OF YUGOSLAVIA
In 1948 was Tito’s rift with Stalin, leading to Yugoslavia’s expulsion from the Soviet controlled Comintern.

After Stalin’s death, Kruschev made attempts to heal the rift, making two visits to Yugo., 1955 and 1956.  Russo-Yugoslav relations remained distrustful however.

Domestically, Tito’s main concerns were the economy and the cohesion of the state.

Economy

The 1950s saw Tito move away from the original Soviet-style command economy – in 1950, and again in 1961, industrial control was devolved to workers’ councils with considerable autonomy.

New constitution 1963 – limited decentralisation – ultimate power still with Tito.

Industrial changes created new base for political power.

Cohesion of the state

Wartime camaraderie of Tito’s own generation united ethnically diverse leadership.

1970s – new generation entering politics – less committed to the federal ideal – more nationalist and separatist.

1971 – Tito acted against the separatist inclinations of younger leaders, forcing resignations – started with Croat leaders (where separatism was most pronounced), then moved on to Serb, Slovenian and Macedonian leaders.
“Separatism was an extreme form of the continuing problem of decentralism which called in question the powers of the central government and the central organs of the communist party.”  (Calvo.)
Tito’s constitutional response to the de-centralisation debate was the Presidential Commission – two reps. From each federal republic and one from each autonomous region.  Tito was permanent federal president.
The unity of Yugoslavia seemed linked to the maintenance of communist rule, rather than being developed from a feeling of Yugoslav nationalism.  It was the survival and flourishing of older nationalisms, which proved more powerful, that eventually led to Yugoslavia’s destruction.
After Tito

Tito died in 1980,leaving a communist federation that attracted little nationalist loyalty.

Tensions between the constituent republics were exacerbated by the poor – and unequally spread – economic development of the federal republic.  Agriculture suffered from a drift to the towns; industry suffered from faltering reforms which failed to improve management; western aid became less forthcoming following the end of the Cold War.

Serbia was the most powerful republic, with large numbers of Serbs living outside Serbia’s own boundaries.

Serbia effectively controlled the Yugoslav Federal Army.

Religion was also a powerful element of nationalism.

Slobodan Milosevic, who rose to power in Serbia through the 80s and was president of the Serb Republic by 1989, used Serb nationalism to promote himself.  He removed the autonomy of Kosovo and Vojvodina.  He encouraged Serbs in Croatia to agitate for an autonomous Serb region there.  He revived Serb claims to parts of Bosnia.

Milosevic’s actions raised the spectre of a Greater Serbia, which in turn caused Croatia and Slovenia, in fear of this prospect, to secede from Yugoslavia in June 1991.
Slovenia’s independence was won relatively peacefully – Milosevic concentrated the efforts of the Yugoslav Federal Army against Croatia.  This was successful in gaining Croat territory claimed by Serbia (e.g. the Krajina) but with considerable brutality engendered by the inflamed ethnic wars.
In Bosnia, President Izetbegovic followed the Croatian and Slovene examples by seceding from the federation  -  this provoked the Serb minority, led by Radovan Karadzic, to generate a war to seize Serb dominated parts of Bosnia and declare them an independent republic in turn.
The wars in Yugoslavia descended into a savage tapestry of ethnic and religious conflict, with brutal excesses conducted by all sides – but most notably the Serbs -  and a hugely ineffective international attempt to resolve the conflict from both the EC and the UN.
