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Education

Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA


PhD Student - Applied Linguistics and English as a Second Language


Summer 2005 – present


Qualifying paper: Teacher Effectiveness: A comparison between teachers’ and students’ perceptions.
Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil

M.A. in Applied Linguistics and Language Studies – 2003
Unpublished dissertation: “Learning Difficulty? The Reconstruction of a Foreign Language Learner Identity”
Universidade de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil

B.S. in Computer Science – 1989
University of Cambridge, Royal Society of Arts
(administered by Sociedade Brasileira de Cultura Inglesa, São Paulo, Brazil)
Diploma in English Language Teaching to Adults (DELTA) - 1999
Presentations
Lindemann, S., G. Andrews, S. Irani, A. Lanier, A. Lukyanchenko, & E. Hirano. (2008) How particular segmental phonetic features (don’t) affect attitudes towards nonnative speech. Poster presented at AAAL, Washington, DC, March 31, 2008.
Hirano, E. (2007) Teacher Effectiveness: A comparison between teachers’ and students’ perceptions. Presented at AAAL, Costa Mesa, CA, April 24, 2007.

Murphy, J., Hirano, E., Hu, G., Lee, J., Yook, C. & Zhang, W. (2007). Teachers' Perceptions of an Effective IEP Teacher. Presented at TESOL, Seattle, WA, March, 22, 2007.

Hirano, E. (2006). Relationships Between Learner Identity and Learning Difficulty. Presented at TESOL, Tampa, March 17, 2006.
Hirano, E. K. (2002). A Identidade de Mau Aprendiz de Inglês - Constituição e Transformação (The Identity of a Poor English Learner – Constitution and Transformation). 12nd Intercâmbio de Pesquisa em Lingüística Aplicada. Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo. 
Hirano, E. K. (2002). Um Estudo sobre a Dificuldade na Aprendizagem de Inglês. (A Study on English Learning Difficulty) 12nd Intercâmbio de Pesquisa em Lingüística Aplicada. Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo.

Hirano, E. K. (2002). As Representações de um Aluno com Dificuldade na Aprendizagem de Inglês (The Representations of a Student with English Learning Difficulty). VI Seminário SALINGUAS. Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro.

Hirano, E. K. (1997). Learner Training – Time to Implement it. LABCI Conference (Latin American British Cultural Institutions). Lima, Peru.
Hirano, E. K. & L. Zmekhol (1996). Reaching Teenagers. Refresher Course. Sociedade Brasileira de Cultura Inglesa.
Publications
Hirano, E. (2009). “Research article introductions in English for specific purposes: A comparison between Brazilian Portuguese and English.” English for Specific Purposes doi 10.1016/j.esp.2009.02.001
Hirano, E. (2008). "Learning difficulty and learner identity: A symbiotic relationship." ELT Journal 63/1: 33-41
Hirano, E. K. (2003) A Identidade de Mau Aprendiz de Inglês – Constituição e Transformação (The Identity of a Poor English Learner – Constitution and Transformation). Revista Intercâmbio, São Paulo: LAEL.
(2002) Co-author (with Lousada, E. & Liberali, F.C.) of 2 chapters of the Advanced Course Through Texts – a course book published by Skill Aliança Inglesa, São Paulo.
Teaching Experience

Teaching Assistant, Intensive English Program, Georgia State University (Fall 2005 – present)


Writing for Academic Exams (levels 3 and 4)


Reading and Writing for Academic Purposes (levels 3 and 5)

Teaching Assistant, Georgia State University (Fall 2008)


ESL 7250 – Academic Listening/Speaking for Graduate Students.

Teaching Assistant, Georgia State University (Fall 2007, 2008)


Instructor responsible for AL 4012 Morphology and Syntax

Teaching Assistant, Georgia State University (Spring 2007, 2008)

Instructor responsible for AL/FORL 2102 Languages of the World

Teaching Assistant, Georgia State University (Summer 2006)


Co-taught, with Dr. Diane Belcher, AL 8330 Intercultural Communication

Teaching Assistant, Georgia State University (Fall 2006). Assisted Dr. Stephanie Lindemann in PERS2001 – Understanding Miscommunication


Instructor (supervised by Dr. Maria Cecília Magalhães and Dr. Fernanda Coelho Liberali), COGEAE (Department of non-Degree Graduate Studies), Pontificia Universidade Católica de São Paulo. (2002- 2003) 
Courses taught: 

Socio-Constructivism: Planning and Analyzing Classroom Activities

The Role of the Pedagogical Coordinator – Intermediate Level – Focus on Critical Reflection
ESP Course designer and teacher, Medical School, Universidade Federal de São Paulo. (2000- 2001)
Designed, developed and taught an ESP course for a group of 30 graduate students in order to improve their reading skills and prepare them for an ESP Proficiency Examination.
EFL Teacher, Sociedade Brasileira de Cultura Inglesa, São Paulo. (1993-2000)

Taught courses at all levels of Business and General English and developed Business English material. 
Service to the profession
External reviewer for Research in the Teaching of English (2008)

Proposal reader for ISCAR (2008)
Conference Organization Committee Member, 13th. Intercâmbio de Pesquisa em Lingüística Aplicada. Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo. Finance committee. (2003)
Awards

Intensive English Program Travel Grant, Dept. of Applied Linguistics and ESL, Georgia State University, 2008.

TESOL Professional Development Scholarship, TESOL, 2007.

Intensive English Program Travel Grant, Dept. of Applied Linguistics and ESL, Georgia State University, 2007.

Intensive English Program Travel Grant, Dept. of Applied Linguistics and ESL, Georgia State University, 2006.

Other professional experience


Graduate Research Assistant to Dr. Diane Belcher (Fall 2005 – Spring 2006)

Rater for the GSTEP (Georgia State Test of English Proficiency)
Assistant Branch Manager, Sociedade Brasileira de Cultura Inglesa, São Paulo. (1996-2000) Coordinated a school of approximately 70 teachers and 7000 students. Responsible for supervising multi-media centers and registration office. Co-responsible for time-tabling and quality control in the classrooms.

Course designer, designed and developed a 16-hour ESP module for a Professional Education Project at SENAC (National Service of Commerce). (2000)

RSA/UCLES Accredited COTE Tutor, Sociedade Brasileira de Cultura Inglesa, São Paulo. (1997-2000) Tutored teachers for the COTE (Certificate for Overseas Teachers of English).

UCLES Accredited Oral Examiner for the following examinations: BULATS, CPE, CAE, FCE, PET, KET and Young Learners (Starters, Movers and Flyers).
Reflective Teaching/Learning Project Multiplier, Sociedade Brasileira de Cultura Inglesa, São Paulo. (1996) Co-leader of the Reflective Teaching/Learning Project at branch level (approximately 45 teachers).

Unilever, São Paulo (1990-1991) Management trainee in Marketing and Sales with focus on Market Research.

Credicard/Mastercard (1988-1989) Office trainee – developed a project in Database Administration.
Languages

Portuguese: native speaker


English: near native fluency


Spanish: intermediate level


French and Japanese: basic knowledge
Professional Affiliations

International TESOL


Georgia TESOL


AAAL


NCTE
Other courses / Certificates
ARELS Diploma (1998)

RSA/UCLES COTE (Certificate for Overseas Teachers of English) Pass with Distinction (1996)

Teaching Certification, Universidade Mackenzie, São Paulo (1995) Certified to teach primary and secondary schools in Brazil.
UCLES CEELT 2 (Cambridge Examinations in English for Language Teachers, level 2) (1994)
ITTI Certificate in TEFL, International House, London, UK (1991)
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