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“The Acquisition of English by Spanish-speaking Preschoolers”

There is little evidence on the acquisition of a second language by preschool
children. One reason for this lack of research is that these children are thought to be
within the “sensitive period” for language development when acquisition is thought to
be fast and easy. The goal of this study is to examine English language development
in native Spanish-speaking children longitudinally. The talk will summarize how
young native Spanish speakers learn vocabulary, relational terms, and syntax during
the first year they are exposed to English. We compare their language development
in these areas to two monolingual groups: one matches the Spanish speakers in
chronological age; the second matches the Spanish speakers in English vocabulary
level. Thus, we will be able to ascertain whether Spanish speakers learning English
as a second language do so similarly to their monolingual English-speaking
counterparts but at a slower pace, or whether they have language different kinds of
difficulties than a monolingual, native learners. Preliminary results suggest that the
Spanish speakers’ knowledge of English is lagging significantly in every area after
one year of being exposed to English. Moreover, even though they are learning
English, they do not seem to be learning it at the same rate or in the same way as their
monolingual English-speaking counterparts. Apparently, preschool children do not
learn a second language as quickly and as easily as has been commonly assumed.






