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“Infusing a World Englishes Paradigm into English Language Education”

Spreading at the present rate, English will further increase its importance as the
global lingua franca in this century. At the same time, the rapid and extensive
localization and nativization will accelerate the ramification of English into varieties
in the ESL (English as a Second Language) regions. Our challenge then will be how
to maintain common standards and mutual intelligibility among those varieties of
English. The users of EFL (English as a Foreign Language) who are relatively free
from the localization of English might be able to contribute to create, maintain, and
develop the globalized standards of Englishes. Such Englishes would be characterized
as simple, plain, and regular in their linguistic forms and socioculturally neutral in
their interactional strategies. They would accommodate any variety of English as far
as it is comprehensible to the educated users of any variety, native or not.



