Sunset Diary 8, March-April 2006

Journey time since 22 October 2005:  
24 weeks

Journey distance from Sydney: 

12,079 kms, plus 2,300 on train
Around Tasmania
While I attended the Ulysses AGM in Ulverstone, Sabine, who couldn’t face a whole week devoted solely to motorbikes, did some serious bushwalking in the Western Arthurs.  She was keen to do the 11-day loop walk which she had had to abandon in December some 17 years ago, when a snowstorm forced her to shelter for three days in the tent waiting for whiteout conditions to clear so she could find her way out.  Hopefully, this time in March she would complete the walk.  But things went wrong again on two counts.  
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Cloudy, wet and windy on the summit of MT Hartz (1250m)

First, after two lovely days at the start it rained non-stop for four days and she had to wait in the tent for it to clear.  To add to her woes, she had acquired some new “second hand” boots the previous week in Hobart at the recycled recreation shop.  She was delighted to discover some top-of-the-range Swiss Raichle boots in good nick that fitted like a glove for just $65 in comparison to the $3-400 prices for lesser quality new boots.  Unfortunately, after several days in the wet the Vibram soles literally peeled off and she had to make a lattice work of cord to hold the boots together so she could walk out.  A craftsman bootmaker in Hobart did a nice job for $30 putting the boots back together.  The wet weather in the Western Arthurs occurred while it had been dry all the week at the Ulysses event on the north coast at Ulverstone.  

Following our separate weeks at the Ulysses AGM and the Western Arthurs, we met with Ted Delahunty in Hobart, my colleague from Massey days, who retired to Tasmania 20 years ago.  We also spent a cool, wet weekend at Mt Hartz NP, 50kms south of Hobart.   
Our final exploration of Tasmania was the east coast.  Generally, drier and warmer than the rest of Tasmania and so it proved.  We spent 4 pleasant days hiking and camping on Maria Island (pronounced Mar-eye-ah), a former penal colony but abandoned after a few years partly because prisoners found it too easy to escape.  Then, about 50 kms further north we went to Coles Bay and Freycinet NP, another delightful spot including the renowned Wineglass Bay.  Here, whilst doing the 3-4 day loop walk, we had one wet day that confined us to the tent.  I had the radio with me, was able to get good reception and it happened to be the day that Tony Blair made an address to the Australian Parliament justifying the invasion of Iraq.  

I was interested to hear his explanation; I had never heard Tony Blair speak before and had been shocked that he had been able to take Britain into Iraq over the heads of both his party and parliament.  For me, he was trying to defend the indefensible; it was wrong three years ago and events since then have simply endorsed that.  However, I thought he explained his position very well even though he had made a terrible mistake.  The people in the three aggressor countries, US, UK and Australia, have had the opportunity to change their leaders since the invasion but have re-elected them all!!
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Perfect weather on Maria Island – Darlington jetty

For our final week in Tasmania, Sabine wanted to do some bushwalking in the Walls of Jerusalem NP which I thought might be a bit too cold for me so I spent the time in Launceston and Devonport while she headed off into the hills for a final Tasmanian adventure.  However after continuous snow during day three she retreated to the coast.
Our 11 weeks in Tasmania came to an end just before Easter when we took the ferry back from Devonport to Melbourne.  When we arrived at the end of January, we found refuge from the scorching temperatures in South Australia and Victoria.  It’s hard to think of Tasmania as part of Australia, it’s so different from the mainland, and so much like NZ; climate, countryside, roads and towns especially.  I read that average incomes are 10% lower than the rest of Australia and prices seem to be a good bit higher especially petrol and accommodation.  So that must make things a lot tighter financially for ordinary Tasmanians compared with other Australians.  

New Zealanders are forever comparing themselves with Australia particularly on matters economic and sporting, then berating themselves when the comparison is unfavourable.  Fairer comparisons would be made with individual States because, by population, NZ is smaller than NSW (6.6m); about the same size as Victoria (4.8m) and Queensland (3.6m), and larger than WA (2.0m), SA (1.5m), Tasmania (0.5m) and NT (0.2m).  Take away the contributions of the mining industry and the economic powerhouse of the Sydney region and NZ would compare favourably with anywhere in Australia.       
As we leave, Autumn is much in evidence, cooler and wetter, trees turning golden and time for us to explore Melbourne and Victoria before heading to the warmer temperatures of Northern Territory.                          
Devonport, Tasmania

6 April 2006  
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