Sunset Diary 2, 16 Nov – 3 Dec 2005
Elapsed time since 21 October 2005: 
6 weeks

Journey distance from Sydney: 

3,279 kms, plus 2,300 on train
Western Australia
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Our journey out to Perth had a strange start for we arrived at Adelaide Railway Station about 6 hours before the arrival of the Indian Pacific not knowing whether we had a 3-day train ride or 7-day bike ride across the Nullabor ahead of us.  In the end Sabine managed to persuade the guy on the desk that it was both illogical and unreasonable to charge the same for two bikes as two cars – and they agreed to allow our two bikes to go for the price of one car.  Helped that the guy on the desk was a bikie himself.  

A relaxing train ride, generally travels at 60-80kph giving plenty of time to take in the scenery.  We left Adelaide on Sunday evening – delayed for an hour by a carriage derailed whilst shunting and arrived in Perth on Tuesday morning.  On the Monday evening we had three hours to wander around the gold mining town of Kalgoorlie.  Tuesday morning takes you through the impressive wheat belt, which had just been harvested, on the run-in to Perth.  Recommend the train trip if you get the chance.

We spent a couple of days Perth – very hot temperatures into mid-30s, so any thoughts of tripping north where it would likely be even hotter were abandoned in favour of heading south and hopefully cooler temperatures, as it turned out.  On the run south from Perth there are masses of new housing developments – you can buy your spot of “paradise by the beach” at a dozen or more spots, 30-100kms south of Perth.  They’re extending the motorway too, so that will give you a quick commute to your job too!!  (Thanks, but no thanks).
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Refuelling stop for the Indian-Pacific at Cook in the Nullabor

Met with son Robert’s friend from Palmerston North BHS days, Chris Ridge, wife Jo and family who live on a fabulous bush property close to the wine growing centre of Margaret River.  They looked after the bikes for us while we walked the Cape to Cape Track from Cape Leeuwin to Cape Nuturaliste, all 120kms through the National Park.  Hard going at times along the beaches and cliff tops but super views with some whale watching and much satisfaction in completing the walk.

We are now in Karri Forest country about 150kms south of Margaret River and mightily impressive too.  Huge stands of Karri trees – a variety of eucalyptus that reaches to 100 metres tall.  There are three trees with spikes in the side in the form of a ladder that you can climb to the top – we both made it to the 25 metre platform and thought better of going higher.  Went back the next day to see if we had the courage to go higher only to find them doing maintenance on the tree, so we weren’t put to the test.

All goes well for us and the bikes.  Had what I thought was a disaster in Perth when the key broke inside one of the Givi pannier locks.  Had visions of never being able to open it again.  Fortunately a very able locksmith quickly sorted it out and soon had us on our way with a set of spare keys too at very reasonable cost.  In telling the story to another guy, he said this wasn’t a disaster, just a minor inconvenience.  Must remember to keep things in perspective in future.
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Sabine enjoys another great view on the Cape to Cape

Pemberton, WA
3 December, 2005 
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