Sunset Diary 16 - September 2006

Elapsed time since 21 October 2005: 
48 weeks

Journey distance from Sydney: 
24,556 kms, plus 3,700 on train, 4WD

Back to where we started, Sydney
Our final two weeks were spent on a leisurely ride from Queensland back to Sydney keeping our fingers crossed that we avoid any last minute calamities, having come so far without major problems.  We lost a few days in Roma Queensland recovering from bouts of flu (David) and sickness (Sabine) causing us to abandon an intended visit to Brisbane – also not keen to navigate through the heavy traffic there too.  It can be quite tricky keeping two bikes together in busy city roads – so many speedy drivers ducking and diving can quickly separate you and in many places it’s difficult to find a spot to stop with heavily laden bikes.
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The final camp of our journey at Gloucester, NSW
So we charted a route south to Sydney through the back country roads avoiding the busy Pacific Highway.  Had a very pleasant stay with Chris & Shirley Warn, friends from Swazi days, on their macadamia nut farm near Ballina just over the NSW border – one of the few parts of NSW where there isn’t a water shortage, very fertile and productive locality, terrific bird life and delicious nuts too!!
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A good clean-up for the bikes at Gosford

The weather was good for our ride south through the New England back country towns of Lismore, Grafton, Armidale, Walcha, Gloucester (our last night of camping) and Gosford.  We put the bikes through the waterblaster before the final run into Sydney, and air-freighting by Greenfreight International back to NZ.  For the first of our three days in Sydney, the temperature was 30C, 11C above the September average, and the hottest September day for several years.  Coincidentally, that evening we watched the splendid Al Gore film The Inconvenient Truth with its review and warnings about global warming.  Strange that, despite recent good rains in many parts, Australia has a severe drought problem, but along with the US, has refused to sign the Kyoto Treaty.  Incidentally, I wonder if many Americans now regret their choice of President in 1999?  The world today would be very different if the result had gone the other way.  
A sad week in Australia as State Funerals and Memorial Services are held for racing driver Peter Brock and TV crocodile personality Steve Irwin.  The huge public reaction here to the loss of Irwin seems quite strange; everyone speaks about him as a great conservationist yet all the TV clips show him tormenting animals – wrestling crocodiles, teasing snakes and the like.  I mentioned earlier the Queensland State election to be held on 9 September and how I expected this to dominate the Queensland news at least.  How wrong I was.  On the Saturday election day, end of the week when Irwin had died on the Monday and Brock on the Friday, the election barely got a mention on the 6pm evening TV news.   
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One of our last lunch stops at Guy Fawkes Falls Nature Reserve near Armidale
Back in Sydney, the odometer on the bike had increased by 24,500 kms since leaving here last October.  Unexpectedly, the price of petrol is about the same in Sydney now (117c per litre) as when we started despite there being some astronomical increases over the 11 months – the highest we paid was 181c in the Outback in July.                

Sydney, NSW
22 September 2006  
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