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Pictures in The Attic, Volume 5

Chapter One: 02628Pt2.PIA
Accused mum causes trouble (see account currently at commencement of chapter 2 and developes obsessions affecting The Accused’s career.

Accused during long-vac term l963-4 remains for 2nd MB Pharmacology examination.

E.M.Forster fancies The Accused: The Death in Venice Syndrome.

Accused-mum discovers Accused-dad is friendly with German girl, demands financial compensation, reducing Accused’s chances of finance during forthcoming clinical medical studies in London.

Return to Briarwood: Accused mum refuses to believe Accused is on Pt2 psychology course and prevents him studying.  Becomes hysterical because she supposes he is criticising the use of electroconvulsive therapy in psychiatry, is denied access to psychology books and given no further assistance towards his Pt2 course.  Accused-mum declares that Dr Lang prohibits contradiction by the father of the mother’s opinions. Consequent difficulties during Pt2 course and Lander-Littlewood-Scowening harassment of Accused during l963-4 studies.

Accused mum and Citizens’ advice bureau.

Leicester Under-21 championships.

Cambridge University Championships - difficulty over accommodation.

“Captain of third team” unwelcome offer. British University’s championship at York. Accused falls in love with Hans Muller (and some other people). Accused awarded trophy for best performance by Cambridge University chess player during season.

Parental rejection aggravated by twenty-first birthday (see account currently in chapter two) .

The Pt 2 course, project on function of superior colliculi, Dr Grimm fancies The Accused.

Pt2 course:: accused trained by Mr Alan Watson, behaviour theorist (and editor of the British Journal of Psychology), Professor Zangwill, cerebral dominance, Alice Heim, IQ tests, Mr Broadbent, industrial psychology, Mr Chambers, statistics, Accused-mum conducts a survey ..poor impression given by psychiatry, Dr Weisskranz, Pt 2 examination, Lewis Lane, lack of objectivity in degree classification.

Accused mum conducts a survey.

Chapter Two: 02631HCC.PIA

The Accused has suffered a degree of ostracism on the part of the fellows of St Catharine’s College, Cambridge during the l063-4 academic year, apparently on account of the manner of his mother’s intervention into attempts to persuade The Accused not to read the Pt ll (Psychology) of the Natural Sciences Tripos - events largely unknown to The Accused in which his mother acted in a misinformed and misguided manner.  It is of relevance to subsequent events that Accused-mum is told a (misleading) scare story that psychology students are apt to commit suicide.. and Accused-mum supposes that The Accused is being accused of homosexuality, which she regards as synonymous with mental disorder, informs Accused-dad that The Accused has been so accused and he, not realising the story is untrue, writes to Professor Zangwill pleading that The Accused by included on the course nevertheless!  The Accused is to discover that this has happened only after his mother’s death in l995 but inordinate difficulties are to arise on account of Accused-mum’s obsession with homosexuality (without The Accused being aware of what has inspired this).  The Accused finds himself bereft of parental financial support during l963-4 and this becomes particularly grotesque from his 21st birthday (2/3/43) onwards.. 

The Accused has nipped off  to a bank holiday chess congress during 1963 and met Richard Underhill, a pupil of Chigwell School whose father is with the RAF in Singapore.  The Accused then on several occasions meets Richard in London, where they visit venues of which Richard has heard repute - including Dirty Dick’s Public House, the Salad Bowl - and the London Stock Exchange, which is the origin of The Accused’s interest in stocks and shares.

The senior tutor, Canon Wadhams, dies of cancer before the end of the academic year 

The Leicester and Leicestershire students at Cambridge are all former grammar school pupils, not very well off and all present or former members of  The Accused’s chess club or of the Wyggeston School Cub (effectively the same organisation).  Bobby Andrews, who lives across the road from The Accused in Leicester organises an Old Wyggestonian at Cambridge reunion.  The Accused however does not reply because he cannot afford the required Penguin suit.

The Accused also refuses the invitation to attend the college Degree Dinner because he cannot afford a suite which, he is threatened, will be ‘remembered’ .. and then does not put in an unscheduled appearance because he is afraid that his parents, who have turned up for the Degree Congregation, will gatecrash the proceedings.

Goodbye to David Absom.  Accused cycles to Bob Hewitt’s house in South London, but Bob not in.  Accused works for veterinary surgeon John Vivian to raise cash to play in Whitby Chess Congress.  Accused-mum refuses to pay for groceries.

Richard Underhill has arranged to stay at Briarwood for two weeks during summer l964 but Accused-mum at first receives him rudely and refuses him admission.  He stays one night with Tony Waine and then moves to Briarwood.  Accident at Mallory Park.  Harassment by Accused-mum who supposes they are having an affaire.

Whitby chess congress.

Mick Stokes reports to The Accused during l963-4 that Roger Scowen, the inexperienced Leicestershire Chess Club Secretary, is becoming officious and interfering with the management of  Leicester B/C (The Accused’s club or section).  Roger is encouraged in his errors by the Leicestershire Chess Club’s deadly enemies, the Wigston Mafia, who shower him with honours - and he appears to be conducting a vendetta against Leicestershire B and C.  Roger does not understand the League Registration procedure.  The league charges a five shilling fee for each (league) player.  The Leicestershire Chess Club describes itself as charging a 5/- ‘membership fee’ for juniors, but this is actually the league fee and there is no subscription.  The B/C section traditionally pays its league registration fees directly to the League Secretary and pays no subscriptions to the Leicestershire Club (and pays no fees at all if the members are not playing in the league).  Roger apparently supposes that the requirement that league players be ‘registered’ refers to them having paid a subscription to their club, not a fee to the League!  He accordingly pays no fees for the teams for which he is responsible (Leicester A and Victoria 1 and ll) - which fees should come out of club subscriptions which have been paid or should be paid - and complains to the League Committee that Leicester B/C juniors are ‘unregistered’.  The committee respond with a test case concerning David Hughes whose fee certainly had been paid and was acknowledged as such in writing.  The committee however ruled that the Leicestershire Chess Club had been mismanaged by Scowen, who had failed to pay the Leicester A and Victoria l and ll fees, acknowledging that The Accused had done all he could to correct the maladministration.  As a penalty against the Leicestershire Club Leicester B had one match which they had won defaulted.  It seemed at the time that Scowen was anxious that Leicester C would not be promoted from Division lll to Division ll (it had been promoted during every previous year of its existence) and in terms of points scored this ruling put the earned promotion in danger - but the Accused understood that as compensation for this injustice Leicester B was to promoted anyway.  Roger’s apparent vendetta against Leicester C continued with his, against the unanimous wishes of the Leicestershire Club Committee, writing to the League Secretary asking that Leicester C not be promoted and writing to schoolteachers Levens and Marsden inviting them to set up a club to replace Leicester B/C.  In l973 Roger was to admit that this was due to a misunderstanding on his part.  Since he had no record of Leicester B/C membership he did not realise that they had more than enough players available for the next season.  Pat Hogan, of Cedars, has since said that his club were unaware of any plan that they were expected to ‘poach’ Leicester C players.

Matters came to a head when The Accused returned from Whitby and he received a phone call from former Leicestershire Chess Club secretary, the veteran Philip Collier, complaining that Roger was persistently going against the wishes of the committee and had circulated resolutions of which the committee did not approve to be submitted to the club AGM in a few days’ time.  The Accused was asked to intervene and scupper these resolutions (which, since Leicester B/C greatly outnumbered the rest of the membership, he presumably could).  This referred mainly to a proposal to raise the subscription of  members aged between 17 and l8 to a level higher than that of seniors.  There were only two such members - Mick Stokes and Kingsley Harmer - and this appeared to be an attempt to drive them out of the club.  However it turned out also that Mick Miller, who was ‘captain’ of the Wyggeston School club and secretary of Leicester B had been put under pressure by Brian Riddleston to nominate him as his successor at Wyggeston.  To avoid this and to satisfy Riddleston he agreed to get the committee to nominate Riddleston instead as his successor as secretary of Leicester B (which office Riddleston called  ‘captain’ of the team).  Riddleston in fact played neither for Leicester B nor Leicester C and Miller expected Riddleston to be rejected by the AGM and for Mick Stokes to be elected instead.

The Leicestershire Chess Club AGM was however infiltrated by Wigston Mafiosi and confusion was created by their yelling and incitement of  violence against the Accused, particularly, it is alleged, by Bill Oakfield, who, it is alleged, was to make a habit of such behaviour.  The outcome was that the offending motions were supposedly passed (though Leicestershire Club President Ewen Cameron was later to say they were not) which left B/C with no choice but to break off as an entirely separate club, which it did within a week, adopting the name Highcross.  However, on account of another misunderstanding, the club’s first division team, Leicester B, remained with the Leicestershire Club - which had no players for it!  Highcross l took on Leicester C’s promotion place in Division ll, which it won in l964-5, gaining promotion to division l.

The succession of disputes with Roger Scowen that eventually led to the formation of  Highcross generated considerable press coverage - written mainly by The Accused.  This intensified Accused-mum’s antagonism against chess and The Accused’s club.  She also reported in later years that she had allegedly been harassed on the telephone by Bill Oakfield and had allegedly taken his alleged accusations at face value.  The stress of these events also accelerated Philip Collier’s death from a heart attack.

Accused’s mum’s obsession about homosexuality was a reason for The Accused, a victim of the parental means test on students’ grants, being underfunded during his subsequent clinical medical studies at the London Hospital Medical College.  This was brought to a head by Accused-mum’s insistence that The Accused live at the London Hospital Medical College and being refused funding because he did not co-operate.  The Accused supposed that not only would his parents not pay but that they would not interfere!  He arranged lodgings in advance with Mrs Shipton in Chingford - which was both too distant and too expensive and intended to be temporary.  The Accused on arrival in London walked all the way, with heavy luggage, from St Pancras Station to Chingford, being offered six pence on his way by a Cottage Curator.

Mrs Shipton is described as somewhat snobbish and prone to one-upmanship, regarding plebeians from the provinces as an inferior breed.  The Accused ran out of  money and on two occasions walked the fourteen miles to his parents new lodgings at Willesden Green, expecting from his father finance which, because of maternal intervention, did not materialise.  The Accused borrowed ten pounds from the college and considered himself to be under no further obligation to his parents.  The Accused was given notice by Mrs Shipton after she had been harassed by phone-calls from Accused-dad when the Accused was away for a weekend. 

Accused-dad finds himself financially embarrassed because of his affaire with Mme Enorme, formerly his patient at Holloway Prison. 
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