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DEFENSE STRATEGY OBJECTIVES

Our first objective is to prevent the re-emergence
of a new rival, either on the territory of the former
Soviet Union or elsewhere, that poses a threat on the
order of that posed formerly by the Soviet Union.
This is a dominant consideration underlying the new
regional defense strategy and requires that we en-
deavor to prevent any hostile power from dominating
a region whose resources would, under consolidated
control, be sufficient to generate global power. These
regions include Western Europe, East Asia, the terri-
tory of the former Soviet Union, and Southwest Asia.

There are three additional aspects to this objective:
First, the U.S. must show the leadership necessary
to establish and protect a new order that holds the
promise of convincing potential competitors that they
need not aspire to a greater role or pursue a more ag-
gressive posture to protect their legitimate interests.
Second, in the non-defense areas, we must account
sufficiently for the interests of the advanced industrial
nations to discourage them from challenging our lead-
ership or seeking to overturn the established political
and economic order. Finally, we must maintain the
mechanisms for deterring potential competitors from
even aspiring to a larger regional or global role. An
effective reconstitution capability is important here,
since it implies that a potential rival could not hope
to quickly or easily gain a predominant military po-

sition in the world.



