Monday, March 21, 2005
To:
The Honorable United States Senator Chuck Hagel

248 Russel Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-0001
From: 
Frank W. Urban


3717 27th Street #C22


Columbus, NE 68601

Sir:

I am a father whose child was stolen from me, by my ex-wife seven years ago, and I have tried and tried to file a missing persons report time and time again, and every time I tried to file I was refused as I knew where my child was (with her mother) and therefore not missing.  The Department of Health and Human Services here in Nebraska would only get involved if I thought my daughter was in danger.  I recently learned that my daughter Aiko-Triel Urban was adopted out.  I also found out that certain agencies do not have to notify the parents, of the proceeding.  I am going to fight it, even though I probably will not win, as I am a father.  That is the problem with our society and I feel that we ned to change that policy.  You have stated that you believe in family values, and that parents should be involved with their children.  I could not get involved with my child because I did not know where she was and now (on my birthday, March 17, no less) I found out that she was adopted.  I was told by the State of Wyoming when I tried to get her birth certificate, while I was trying to pursue finding out where she was.  I do not know where my daughter is currently, and I tried getting a hold of my ex-wife at her last known address, but no one was there.  

I also found out that the various departments of health and human services, though their names vary, for example in Wyoming they are called the Department of Family Services, that they get three payments from the Federal Government. The first is when the child is taken out of the home, the second is when the child is put into foster care, and a third payment is made when the child is adopted out. I feel that this is not for the best interest of the child but a numbers game for a government agency to get more money.  I want to know is, what could be done?
I propose that a National law be brought in that reiterates the rights of a divorced parent, and that ALL government Agencies, whether they be federal, state, or local, that cannot abridge those rights by any means.  The current laws have too many loopholes, as I personally experienced.  For example, Wyoming does not require the courts to actively notify the parents of an impending adoption, or even if their rights are being terminated.  There are currently several systems of finding out where a parent is, like the NCIC, which is used to find missing persons and criminals.  
The law I propose is not perfect, but it would be a beginning.  I want to ensure that if DFS takes a child that they try their best and are required to place the child of the divorced parents with one or the other even if the parent does not live within that state, and that if they terminate the rights of the one parent, that they do not inadvertently terminate the rights of the other.  I notice that there is usually just a blanket petitions filed to terminate the parents rights.  I also know that the children of divorced parents are not abandoned by their parents, but are rather stolen by one parent to be only taken by DFS and then entered into the welfare system.  The various laws in place are not good enough if even though that it does spell out certain rights, if the state and local agencies can circumvent those laws, like not allowing a father file a missing persons report, then what is the use of having those laws?  
There also must be a section that reiterates the non-custodial rights of parents that can be enforced with criminal action, more than just contempt of court.  The problem is that we do not have a federal standard for the various laws though the Missing Persons Act, and the Parental Kidnapping Prevention Act are good starts, but what keeps State Agencies from stealing children?  In my opinion nothing, as it seems that the State can do whatever it wants and the Citizens of the United States are hurt and lose their God-Given rights to Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Freedom, and the very right to be a Parent.  That right to be a parent is also a duty, the duty to raise your child to become a productive citizen, and to love that child with all your heart, which is what I personally call the Dream of America.   
Every time a child is taken away unjustly, the Dream of America is chipped away little by little, until we become no better than the Terrorists that we fight, the ignoble tyrants that we take down.  In essence, we are becoming the tyrannical Marxist socialist society that all American Citizens fear.  
There is a common bumper sticker that sells rather well, that says “I love my Country, but Fear my Government.”  Is this what we have become, citizens whose country we love, but a government that we fear.  In truth, I can see that, when some individual rights have been circumvented, especially when an agency does it for a money incentive.
Thus, Sir, I plead to you, don’t let the Stealing of our children by the State continue, allow the non-custodial parent a chance, a choice, and allow me a small part of our country, to believe in my country once again.  I thank you, Sir, for your time in reading my letter.  Help me to find the truth that the system does work most of the time, and that as a Veteran, did not bleed for my country for nothing.
Sincerely yours,

Frank Urban

A Citizen, and a Veteran.

