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CUT TO:


INT.  SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.

The paramedics take Willow inside, with Oz, Xander, Anya, Angel, Steven and Buffy following close behind.






NURSE





What’ve we got?






PARAMEDIC #1

Student, looks to be about 18 years old, many wounds inflicted.  She’s lost a lot of blood.  Pupils unresponsive, BP 140 over 80.






DOCTOR





Okay, Trauma one!  Let’s get her in there!


They wheel her inside.


Steven and Buffy walk up to the Trauma room doors.






STEVEN

I can’t believe this is happening.  Why did he do this to her?






BUFFY

I don’t know, Steven.  But I will find him and make him pay.


Steven looks at her.






STEVEN





You promise, Buffy?






BUFFY






(heartfelt)





I promise you, Steven.


She puts her arm around Steven’s shoulder.










CUT TO:


XANDER AND ANGEL.


They are sitting in chairs.






XANDER

Why?  Why did this happen?  You know, everything was just fine until he showed up.






ANGEL





Xander, this isn’t Steven’s fault.






XANDER





You gonna sit there and tell me different?


Angel says nothing.


Xander stands up.






XANDER (CONT’D)





I thought so.


Buffy has gone to get a cup of coffee.


As he walks over to where Steven is standing:






XANDER (CONT’D)





Windsor!


Steven looks at him.






STEVEN





What is it, Xander?






XANDER

I just want you to know…that if she doesn’t survive this, I will kill you.






STEVEN






(sarcastic)





I’m shaking, Xander.






(scoffs)





Please.






XANDER





Why?  How do you know I can’t fight?






STEVEN

Please.  I know you can’t fight.  Remember?  You….Harmony…by Spike’s cave?


Xander is stunned.






STEVEN (CONT’D)





Oh, you’re surprised?  I thought I told you.






(chuckles)






XANDER


(surprised)

How…how did you know that?  Nobody knew that!  Not even Buffy!






STEVEN






(lying)





Willow told me.  Remember, you tell her everything.


Xander is still surprised.






STEVEN (CONT’D)


(sighs disgustedly)

Come on, Xander, it’s not like it was one of the most pathetic experiences of your life.  What about that praying mantis?






XANDER

Okay, now there is no way you could have known that!






STEVEN





Yes, there is.






(lying)





Willow told me that, too.






XANDER





Really?






STEVEN





Yes.


He walks away from Xander.


Oz sees him and walks over to him.






OZ





Look, man…






STEVEN





Come to pass judgement on me again?






OZ

No.  Look, Willow is…was…my girlfriend.  I left her when I shouldn’t have.  I completely and totally abandoned her.  She doesn’t deserve to have me.  So…I’m giving her to you.






STEVEN





What?  Oz, are you serious?






OZ

Yes.  Willow means more than the world to me, and…all I care about is her happiness.  And if Willow says that she is happy with you, I know that there is nothing I can do to stand in the way of that.






STEVEN





So…is that a…formal apology?






OZ






(sighs)





Yeah, I guess you could call it that.






STEVEN

I’m touched, Oz.  That’s very big of you.  I accept your apology.  Is it safe to say we’re…friends?


He holds out his hand.






OZ





Friends.


He shakes it.


A DOCTOR comes out.


Buffy walks up to him.






BUFFY





What’s the word, Doc?






DOCTOR

Well, we’ve managed to stop the bleeding, and she’s stabilized right now.






STEVEN





Is she going to be okay?






DOCTOR

It’s…too soon to tell.  I’m sorry.  We’ll know more later.


The doctor starts to go, but Steven steps in front of him.


Steven grabs the doctor’s scrubs.

The doctor nearly falls back, but Steven jerks him forward to keep him from falling.






STEVEN (CONT’D)

Don’t play games with me!  Now, the woman I love is in there holding on for dear life!  I want you to tell me the truth!  Right here, right now!


(sincere)

Is she going to be okay?






(sighs)





Well?!






(exhales)


The doctor is silent.






STEVEN (CONT’D)





Answer me, damn it!


Steven goes to punch the doctor in the face, but the doctor blocks it.






STEVEN (CONT’D)





Touché, Doctor…but if she dies, you’ll pay.






DOCTOR





We are doing the best that we can.






STEVEN






(exhales)





I certainly hope you mean that.






DOCTOR





I do.


Steven pushes the doctor back, and leaves the hospital.






BUFFY





What’s happening with our friend?






DOCTOR

Well…she suffered many wounds to her face, chest, and lower body.


OZ

But?


DOCTOR

But nothing.  You’ll be happy to know that—


GILES

Oh my God.


BUFFY

Does this mean that--?


DOCTOR

Yes.  We saved her life.






OZ





Oh, thank God!






XANDER





Oh, Will!






BUFFY





This is awesome!  Is she able for release?






DOCTOR





We can release her tomorrow.






ANGEL





That’s great.






BUFFY





I’m gonna go tell Steven!


She starts to go, but Xander grabs her shoulder.


Buffy looks back at Xander.






BUFFY (CONT’D)





What, Xander?






XANDER





I…wouldn’t tell him just yet, Buff.






ANGEL

And what makes you an expert on relationships, Harris?  You’ve had so many failed relationships they could write a book about you!


GILES

This isn’t the time to bicker!


BUFFY

Giles is right.  This should be a happy occasion.


ANGEL

Someone needs to tell Steven.


OZ

No.  We should wait.


BUFFY

Oz, he loves her!  I think he has a right to know what happened!


OZ

Well, I disagree.


XANDER

Me, too.


BUFFY

Well, I don’t care.  I honestly don’t understand why you don’t want him to know that his girlfriend is okay.


Oz and Xander shudder.






BUFFY (CONT’D)

God, you guys are like 16-year-olds!  So what if Willow is Steven’s girlfriend?  Why do you guys care anyway?!  


As she points to Xander:






BUFFY (CONT’D)

You…you had feelings for her, but were too stupid to admit it to her.


OZ

So what if he did?!


Her angered gaze shifts to Oz.






BUFFY

And you…you gave her the best two years of her life…but then you left her!  Didn’t even come by to pick up your stuff!  God, how could you both be so heartless?!


OZ

Buffy, I didn’t have any choice!


BUFFY

Oh, bull!  You had thousands of choices!  You could have: a) not gotten involved with Veruca; b) gotten involved, then broken it off without Willow finding out; or c) you could have just plain left town…with at least a month’s notice!


Oz PUNCHES Buffy in the face.


Buffy GRUNTS and falls to the floor.






OZ





Oh, get up!


Buffy gets up.






BUFFY





Oh, you are going to pay for that so much!!


Buffy tries to attack Oz, but Angel holds her back.






BUFFY (CONT’D)





Angel, let me go!






ANGEL





No!






OZ





Come on, Summers!


Angel lets go of Buffy, and Giles distances her from Oz.






GILES

Look…Willow is alive, Steven doesn’t know…somebody has to tell him.


BUFFY

I’ll do it.


Oz and Xander try to grab her.






BUFFY (CONT’D)





Don’t even think about it!


She walks out of the hospital.










CUT TO:


EXT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.


Steven is standing there in the rain.


Buffy walks out.






STEVEN





What do you want, Summers?


Buffy stops.






BUFFY





How did you know it was me?






STEVEN





I can smell you.


Buffy sniffs.






BUFFY





Really?






STEVEN





I can smell the humanity on you.






BUFFY





Steven…I’ve got something to tell you.


She walks up to him and puts his hand on his shoulder.






STEVEN





Wait!


Buffy stops.


Steven turns around.






STEVEN (CONT’D)





I can’t keep this inside any longer.






BUFFY






(confused)





What?






STEVEN





Buffy…I gotta tell someone this.






BUFFY





Steven, what are you talking about?






STEVEN

The only person I’ve told this is Willow…God bless her soul.


BUFFY

Steven, about Willow…


STEVEN





No, wait.  I wanna say this first.






BUFFY





Okay.  Go ahead.  Spit it out.






STEVEN






(exasperated sigh)





Okay.  Buffy…I’m a—


Damien and Drusilla walk up.






DAMIEN





Ready, bud?






STEVEN





Let’s do it.


Steven walks over to Damien.






BUFFY





What?  Steven, you’re a what?






DRUSILLA





Shh…


Drusilla vamps out.






DRUSILLA (CONT’D)





Quiet time now.


She slowly lays her neck on Steven’s neck and begins to feed.






STEVEN





Ow!


Steven takes something out of his pocket and stabs Drusilla with it.


Drusilla falls to the ground and bursts into dust.






DAMIEN






(screaming)





No!!!


He walks up to Steven and grabs his shirt collar.






DAMIEN (CONT’D)





Why, man?  Why did you do this to her?






STEVEN





Because…


He pushes Damien off of him and walks up beside Buffy.






STEVEN (CONT’D)





I’m a Vampire Slayer.


Buffy looks at Steven with a shocked look on her face.










CUT TO BLACK.










FADE IN:


EXT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.






BUFFY





A…vampire slayer?!






STEVEN





Yeah, Buffy.  A vampire slayer.






BUFFY





But—but—but—but—






STEVEN





How?






BUFFY





Yeah.






STEVEN





Giles told me.






BUFFY





Oh my God.  You know Giles?






STEVEN





Yeah, he was my tutor.






BUFFY





Come with me.  There’s something I have to tell you.


Buffy tries to lead Steven inside.


Damien grabs Steven’s shoulder.






DAMIEN

Uh-uh.  I don’t think so.  My friend and I need to have a little chat.


STEVEN

Buff, go ahead.  I’ll meet you in there.


Buffy nods and walks inside.


Damien spins Steven around to face him and looks him in the eyes.






DAMIEN






(hurt)





Why, man?  Why?  Why did you do this to me?






STEVEN





I didn’t do anything to you.






DAMIEN





You’re a…






(disgusted)





Vampire Slayer.






STEVEN





And you’re a demon.






DAMIEN





So?  What’re you getting at?






STEVEN





I didn’t wanna do this.






DAMIEN





What?

Steven tries to punch Damien in the face, but Damien blocks the punch with his hand.





STEVEN




Come on, you little smart-ass!  Hit me!





DAMIEN




No.





STEVEN





(mocking)




Too chicken?





DAMIEN




No…I just…


He PUNCHES Steven in the face, who falls to the ground.






DAMIEN (CONT’D)





Wasn’t sure when you’d let your guard down.






STEVEN





Guys!!






DAMIEN





That won’t help.










CUT TO:


INT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.






BUFFY





Guys, Steven’s in trouble!






XANDER





Who cares?






OZ





Nobody cares, Buffy.






BUFFY





I care…and Willow cares.  I’m helping him.


She leaves the hospital.










CUT TO:


EXT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.






DAMIEN





Now you’re gonna pay.






BUFFY






(o.s)





Nope.


Damien hears Buffy’s voice.






BUFFY (CONT’D)





You are.


She swiftly SNAPS Damien’s NECK, and he falls to the ground.


Steven SIGHS and gets up.






STEVEN





Thank you, Buffy.






BUFFY





It’s no problem.






STEVEN





Okay.  What’d you wanna tell me?






BUFFY





Steven…






STEVEN





Yeah?






BUFFY





Willow is…






VOICE






(o.s)





Well…well…well…






VOICE #2






(o.s)





Lovely, lovely.










ZIP PAN:


THE 2 VOICES.


It’s ANGELUS and FAITH.






BUFFY





Oh…my…God.






STEVEN






(chuckles)





What?


Buffy just stares blankly ahead.






STEVEN





What is it?


Buffy is still staring.


Steven waves his hand in front of her face.






STEVEN (CONT’D)






(sing-song)





Hello?


Angelus taps Steven on the shoulder.


As Steven turns around:






STEVEN (CONT’D)





What is it?


He sees Angelus and Faith standing there.






STEVEN (CONT’D)

You know what?  Angelus…you didn’t scare me in 1998, and you don’t scare me in the year 2000.


BUFFY

What?  You were…here in 1998?


STEVEN

Yeah.  Don’t you remember, Buffy?  We went to high school together.


BUFFY

Grade 12?


STEVEN

Yeah, don’t you remember?  We were in Science class together!


BUFFY

Oh, yeah!  Now I remember!


ANGELUS

Excuse me!


(clears throat)

We came here for a reason.


BUFFY

Well, we don’t really care for you two.


They both hold up stakes.






ANGELUS






(mocking)





Ooh!  What’re you gonna do?






STEVEN






(scoffs)





What the hell do you think?!

Steven lunges at Angelus with his stake, but Angelus grabs the stake and stabs Steven in the back with it.

Steven holds his back, GROANING.





STEVEN (CONT’D)





(groans)





ANGELUS




Oh, my…what have we here?  The newbie’s been staked!!





BUFFY




Oh my God!!

STEVEN


(groaning in pain)

Buffy!


Buffy runs back inside.










CUT TO:


INT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.






BUFFY





Guys, Steven’s in trouble!






OZ






(groan)





Again?






XANDER

God, Buff…that “Steven’s in trouble” bit…it’s gettin’ old.


BUFFY

You don’t believe me?

She forcefully grabs Xander and Oz and leads them over to the exit of the hospital.






BUFFY (CONT’D)





Look!


Xander and Oz look out the exit.






XANDER





Oh my God.






OZ





Wait.






XANDER





What, Oz?






OZ





Do you really think we should help him?


Buffy walks up to Oz.






BUFFY

Oz…I’m sorry for everything that happened between you and Steven.  But try to look at it from Willow’s point of view…how do you think that Willow would feel?  Knowing that her one true love is out there…fighting for his life?  How do you think Willow will feel…after we tell her that Steven died at the hands of…


(disgusted)

Faith and Angelus?


ANGEL

What?!


BUFFY

It’s—it’s hard to explain.  My idea for this is that something happened between dimensions creating another Angel…sorta like what happened with Willow and Anya.


ANGEL

Hmm…that makes sense.


OZ


(exasperated sigh)

Fine.  Let’s go.


BUFFY

Glad you saw it my way.


Buffy, Oz, and Xander go outside.










CUT TO:


EXT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.






XANDER





Hey!


Angelus and Faith look at Xander and Oz.






FAITH





What?!






XANDER & OZ





Get your hands off my ex!






ANGELUS





You’re dead if you try and stop me.






BUFFY





Oh, yeah?






ANGELUS





Yeah.






STEVEN






(breathing hard)





She’s right…except for one little thing.






ANGELUS





Oh, yeah?  What’s that?


He looks up into Angelus’ eyes.






STEVEN





We won’t have to try and stop you.


He elbows Angelus in the stomach, whips out a stake, and spins it.






STEVEN (CONT’D)





You’re just dead.


He stakes Angelus, who bursts into dust.






XANDER





Let’s do it, Faith.






FAITH






(scoffs)





You?  Fight me?






XANDER





Exactly.






BUFFY





Xander, you shouldn’t do this alone.






XANDER





Buffy, I can handle it.






STEVEN





Xander, let me take her.






XANDER





Are you sure?






OZ





She doesn’t look very stable.






STEVEN





I’m sure.


Steven holds his stomach with one hand, and holds up a stake with another.






FAITH






(scoffs)





You’re gonna kill me?






STEVEN






(groans)





That’s right, Faith…right now.


Steven lunges at Faith with a stake, but Faith dodges.


Steven falls on the ground.






FAITH






(snickering)

You can’t even move!  How in the Hell do you think you’re going to kill me?!


Faith runs off.


As she looks back:






FAITH (CONT’D)





The next time…you’re all dead!!!


Buffy leans down to Steven.






BUFFY





Oh my God.


She helps him up.


Steven GROANS IN PAIN.






BUFFY (CONT’D)





Come on.






STEVEN






(groans)






XANDER





Are you okay?






STEVEN





What the Hell do you think, Xander?!






BUFFY





Come on…let’s get you inside.






OZ





I’ll help you, Buffy.


Oz puts one of his arms around Steven.

Buffy puts her other arm around him, and they take him inside.










CUT TO:


INT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.






GILES





Oh my God.






ANYA





Steven, what happened?!






ANGEL





Faith, right?






STEVEN






(groan)





Bingo.






BUFFY





Doc!!


The doctor comes out.






DOCTOR





Yes?


He sees Steven.






STEVEN





Doc, can you help me?


Oz and Buffy let go of Steven.


He slowly turns around and lifts up his shirt.










TIGHT SHOT:


STEVEN’S BACK.


We see the mark on his back from the stake.






DOCTOR

Oh my God.  Okay, we can take care of you in Exam One.  Come on.


A NURSE comes up to Steven and leads him off.






STEVEN






(groaning)






BUFFY





How’s Willow?






OZ





Yeah, how is she doin’?






VOICE






(o.s)





Not bad.










ZIP PAN:


THE VOICE.


It’s Willow.


She is wearing a red shirt and blue jeans.

She has a couple of scars on her face, but they are being covered by bandages.

Buffy runs up to her and hugs her tightly.





BUFFY




Oh, Willow!!





WILLOW




Oh, Buffy…

Giles comes up to her and hugs her.





GILES




We were so worried.





WILLOW




Nothin’ a little operatin’ didn’t cure.

Xander walks up to her.





XANDER




Oh, God, Will, you had me so scared.

He hugs her and brushes his hand across her cheek.

He KISSES her on the cheek.





XANDER (CONT’D)




I’m glad you’re okay.

Oz walks up to her.





OZ

I am too, Willow.  Granted, I can imagine why you wouldn’t want to even look at me…and I understand why you were so upset that I ran out on you.  But I see now that I was wrong to do that.  I should have been thinking about how you would feel.  At that time…I was only thinking of myself.  But now I know…I should step aside.  Steven genuinely cares for you.  I see that now.  I am willing to step aside and graciously let you and Steven be together.


WILLOW


(near tears)

Oh…Oz…


He KISSES her.






WILLOW (CONT’D)





Where…where’s Steven?


Nobody says anything.






WILLOW (CONT’D)





Guys!!  Where is he?!






BUFFY





Willow, there’s something that you have to see.


Buffy places her hand on Willow’s shoulder, supportively.






WILLOW





What’s goin’ on, Buffy?






BUFFY





You need to see this.










CUT TO:


INT. EXAM ONE : NIGHT.


Willow walks into Exam One and finds the bed.


The bed has a sheet over it.






WILLOW






(gasp of horror)






BUFFY





I’m sorry, Will.


Willow collapses into Buffy’s arms and begins CRYING UNCONTROLLABLY.






WILLOW





No!!!






BUFFY





Shh…Will…it’s okay…shh…


The sheet comes off the bed.


Steven gets up, wearing a white gauze bandage around his lower torso.


Buffy sees him, but continues to console Willow.


Steven motions to Buffy to leave, and she does so.


He takes Willow in his arms.






STEVEN





Shh…Willow…it’s okay…I’m not dead.






WILLOW






(crying)





Yes, you are.






STEVEN





No, I’m not.  Look.


He leads her face up to face his.


He wipes her tears from her eyes.






WILLOW





Oh my God!






STEVEN





Sorry to scare you like that.


She hugs him tightly.






WILLOW





Oh my God!  I’m so glad you’re okay!






STEVEN





Shh…I’ll be fine.


He runs her hand down through her hair.






STEVEN (CONT’D)





What do you say we get outta here?






WILLOW






(smiles)





I’d like that.


He puts his arm around her shoulder.






STEVEN






(groan)






WILLOW





Oh…Steven, what happened?






STEVEN

Oh…it’s nothin’ I can’t handle.  Accelerated healing powers come with the package.


He KISSES her.






WILLOW






(smiles)





Are you sure you’re okay?






STEVEN





Yes, Willow.  Thank you.


They both walk out.










CUT TO:


INT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.






ANGEL





Are you okay, Steven?






STEVEN





Yes, Angel.  Thank you.






BUFFY





Okay.  Who wants to get outta here?






WILLOW





Me, please.






STEVEN





Yes.  Me, too.






BUFFY





Great.  Let’s go.


They walk out of the hospital.










CUT TO:


EXT. SUNNYDALE GENERAL HOSPITAL : NIGHT.


They are walking out of the hospital.






BUFFY (CONT’D)





I just hope we can get back to our normal lives.






OZ





Yeah.






XANDER





I just hope we can…






OZ





Get back home without…






ANGEL





Any…






WILLOW





More…






STEVEN





Interruptions?






BUFFY





Exactly.


There is a 


PUFF OF SMOKE

As they walk off into the night.






FIGURE






(o.s)





Meddlesome teenagers.


A FIGURE walks out of the darkness.

He is approximately 6 foot, very thin and pale, has long brown hair, and speaks with an accent.






DRACULA





They have no idea what’s in store for them.










CUT TO BLACK.


ROLL CREDITS AS THE “BUFFY” THEME PLAYS IN THE BACKGROUND.


WHEN THE “BUFFY” THEME HAS FINISHED, IT SEGUES INTO THE “ANGEL” THEME.










FADE TO BLACK.

