Assignment 10: Treasure hunt

Hiesoo Kim(sec. 01)


1. Biographical information about a well-known public figure.

Michael Jackson’s Biography

Michael Jackson is a singer, songwriter, dancer, and celebrity icon with a vast catalog of hit records and countless awards to his credit. Beyond that, he has transfixed the world like few entertainers before or since. As a solo performer, he has enjoyed a level of superstardom previously known only to Elvis Presley, the Beatles and Frank Sinatra. 

Jackson became an instant star at age 11 as the cherubic frontman in Motown's phenomenally successful family act, the Jackson 5. But that band of brothers, who kicked off their Motown tenure in 1969 with the unprecedented feat of four consecutive #1 singles, was just a prelude to the heights he would scale as a solo artist in the Eighties with the success of Off the Wall, Thriller and Bad. Those three albums, and their accompanying videos, sent Jackson into a high celebrity orbit. He has been proclaimed "the biggest-selling artist of all time," "the single most awarded entertainer the world has ever known," "the most popular artist in the history of show business," and, not so modestly, "the world's most famous man" and of course, "The King of Pop." 
…
(Actually, this article is about 3 pages long that only pasted the part of beginning.)
Copy and Pasted from…
http://www.mjjsource.com/index.php/about_michael/official_bio/
Summary of this article
The King of Pop, Michael Jackson

Michael Jackson has spent almost his entire life as a public performer. He was a founder of member of the Jackson Five at the age of four, soon becoming their lead vocalist and front man. Although Michael was too young-11 years old- to have romantic situation to express his songs, he performed with total sincerity, showing all the hallmarks of a great soul artist. 
In the mid 70s, the Jackson Five’s sales slipped and that made Michael’s solo career to be put on hold, and he continued to reserve his talents for the group after they were reborn as the Jacksons in 1976. He caught the public eye with a starring role in the musical The Wiz, collaborating with Quincy Jones. Michael and Quincy worked together for a long time. With their perfect match, Michael became the king of pop with successful collection of contemporary soul materials such as, “Don’t Stop ‘Til You Get Enough,” “Rock With You.” 
One of his noticeable works of art can be the Thriller, Michael’s second album with Quincy, which became one of the most commercially successful albums of all time. It also produced a run of successful hit singles, each accompanied by a promotional video that widened the scope of the genre. His videos proved that Michael is a master of dance, a magician who could transform lives and a shadowy figure who lived outside the everyday world. 

There wasn’t only good side of Michael since he was sued for allegations of sexual abuse on young friends. He was so badly disturbed with so many reported and analyzed Medias that Michael even claimed not to disturb his privacy. And that can be the reason for him to hide in behind the walls of his “Neverland.”
However his reputation was enhanced with HIStory: Past, Present And Future – Book1, a double album that paired 15 new songs with greatest-hits disc. This album recorded 15 million worldwide which was next to his earlier album, Thriller.

Most recently, Michael released Invincible in 2001; this album was produced by the most fabulous top musicians in the world.
2. Almanac

Almanac is a publication containing astronomical and meteorological data for a given year and often including a miscellany of other information. It is usually publication containing statistical, tabular, and general information.

Following three almanac sites are the examples of almanac. Given URLs and pictures indicates the almanac sites.

http://www.almanac.com/
The old farmer’s almanac
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This site gives farmer’s almanac with astronomical resources, weather forecasts, and gardening calendars. But kind of confusing why it is giving too many contents for the almanac events. And there is even an online shopping mall, for what?
http://www.cnn.com/almanac/daily/
CNN
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This site gives today’s events, news topics around the world today, and historical events issued on this day. I think this site is the most typical type of almanac sites. It is quite helpful for the CNN users to see many events that are on today very briefly though it is a little bit useless because people have probably have already seen the news articles for all those issues from the main CNN web pages anyway.

http://www.baseball-almanac.com/
Baseball almanac
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This site is quite interesting that it is all about baseball. Giving the information about the baseball matches that is on today. I think it is the best almanac site that gives the most practical and detailed sources for the site users. Because many baseball maniacs would love to visit this site to check today’s baseball games.
3. The world’s largest desert

URL references:

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/africa/explore/sahara/sahara_topography.html
PBS
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The left side image shows the world’s largest desert, Sahara in Africa. Sahara stretches into 11 countries, 5,150km wide east to west between 1,280 and 2,250km wide north and south. The most interesting fact about Sahara desert is that the changing topography, from rocky stream beds to powdery piles of sand. And also there are human beings living in the world’s largest desert, 70% of African population is in the Oases. The word Oasis is come from the ancient Egyptian word “Wah,” meaning “fertile place in the desert.” The clues that show Sahara used to be a fertile land with luxuriant water, and dense rainforest was a shock. This also means the desert is expanding world wide with changing topography. Then, in the future, the Earth will be dead covered by waterless desert?
4. Found information

a. The world’s tallest mountain

URL reference:
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/funfacts/worldstallestmountain.htm
Social studies for kids
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My first thought was the Mount Everest, but it wasn’t true. From the surface of the earth to the top, Mount Everest stands 29,028 feet tall and it is the world’s tallest. But from the underneath the earth which includes the volcano, the world’s tallest mountain is Mauna Kea on the Big Island of Hawaii. Mauna Kea stretches 13,796 above water and 19,680 underwater, for a total of 33,476.
b. The world’s coldest place

URL reference:

http://hypertextbook.com/facts/2000/YongLiLiang.shtml
Hypertext book
Vostok, Antarctica is the coldest place on Earth at a cool -89℃. This chilly weather is due to its high speed of the arctic winds. The downward type winds that bring the brisk temperature travel with speeds up to 200mph from inland toward the coast of the continent. The coldest temperatures usually occur during the winter months of around March 22. That is when Antarctica has completed days of darkness.
c. The world’s fastest runner

URL reference:

http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
Guinness World Records

It depends on the distance and gender though, according to the Guinness World Records, the current world’s fastest men’s mile is held by Hicham El Guerrouj of Morocco, who set the world mark at 1 mile with 3 minutes 43.13 seconds in Rome, Italy on July 7, 1999.

d. The world’s shortest person 

URL reference:

http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
Guinness World Records
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The left side image is showing the tallest and the shortest man of the year 1975 Guinness World Records book. 

The most recent records about shortest male and female are Verne Troyer and Tamara de Treaux. The shortest man, Verne Troyer who was 2ft 8in tall, is famous as an actor in a supporting role in the Dr Evil’s groovy little side kick, Mini-Me in Austin Power: The Spy Who Shagged Me. Verne’s business card reads the “the biggest little guy in the business.”  The shortest woman was the Tamara de Treaux from America, who was 2ft 7in tall. She was also an actress in Hollywood having played E.T. in Steven Spielberg’s E.T. She died on November 28, 1990.
e. The world’s oldest person
URL reference:

http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
Guinness World Records

The oldest woman lived 122 years and 164 days, by Jeanne-Louise Calment. She was born in France on February 21, 1875, and died at a nursing home in Arles, southern France on August 4, 1997. The oldest man just died in 2003 by 114 who is Joan Riudavets Moll. He was born on December 15, 1889. The new oldest man has not yet chosen though America's Fred Hale of Baldwinsville, New York, USA is believed to be one.
5. A good site gives information about current movies

URL reference:

http://www.moviepoopshoot.com
Moviepoopshoot

This movie site tells about the movies in the extraordinary view. Not only recommending recent movies but also gives critical analysis. 
6. A good free graphics site

URL reference:

http://www.free-graphics.com/
All free original clipart
Offers 30,000 free clip arts but must register first.
7. Unusual about The Chicago Tribune Tower

URL reference:

http://www.aviewoncities.com/chicago/tribunetower.htm
A view on cities
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The Chicago Tribune Tower was completed in 1925. It reaches a height of 141 meters. It is located at North Michigan Avenue, near the Chicago River. The tower has been modeled after the [image: image9.jpg]i spive 't night



Button Tower of the Rouen Cathedral in France. With its decorative buttresses at the top, the Chicago Tribune Tower remains a remarkable architectural monument. An interesting fact is that the Tribune Tower contains many famous stones, including a moon rock, rock fragments from the Alamo, the Coliseum and the Chinese Wall.
8. Unexplained Phenomena- The Bermuda Triangle

a. Bermuda Triangle 

URL reference:

http://www.bermuda-triangle.org/
Bermuda Triangle Organization

One of the legends of the sea that has persisted even to today is the story of the Bermuda Triangle. Here ships and airplanes seem to disappear more often than in other parts of the ocean. Usually the craft are never seen again, which is not too surprising in an area noted for hurricanes and high waves. The Bermuda Triangle covers an area from the southern Virginia coast to Bermuda to the Bahamas Islands.

The Bermuda Triangle seems to be the real graveyard of the Atlantic and that’s why people fear it. I think that most of the disappearances of boats and planes could be explained if only someone other than those who sank had been there to watch what really happened.
b. UFOs

1) A site that shows evidence that proves the existence of UFOs

URL reference:

http://www.ufocenter.com/ 
National UFO Report Center

http://www.alien-ufos.com/
Alien-UFOs.com
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UFO is defined as unidentified flying object. The people who believe the existence of UFOs and Aliens asserts with unusual pictures. Just like the picture on the left side, evidential pictures of UFOs have persuasive power. It is possible that there could be other kinds of behaviors around the galaxy or entire universe. As ancient people first never believed the globe is globe rather than flat, may be there could be more than humanlike species in this universe.

2) A site that debunks/disproves UFO stories
URL reference:

http://www.empereur.com/wufo.html
Empereur.com
This site is kind of a parody, giving a cranky mouth on many huge issues that people argue about. At least 90 percent of UFO sightings can be identified as conventional objects, although time-consuming investigations are often necessary for such identification. The objects most often mistaken for UFOs are bright planets and stars, aircraft, birds, balloons, kites, aerial flares, peculiar clouds, meteors, and satellites. The remaining sightings most likely can be attributed to other mistaken sightings or to inaccurate reporting, hoaxes, or delusions, although to disprove all claims made about UFOs is impossible. CIA admitted that the U.S. military had deceived the American public in an effort to hide information about high-altitude spy planes.
9. Three movies about handicapped people

URL reference:

http://www.newline.com/sites/iamsam/
I am Sam
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Starring: Sean Penn, Michelle Pfeiffer, Dakota Fanning
Sam Dawson has the mental disorder that only has a mental capacity of 7-year-old. He works at a Starbucks and is obsessed with the Beatles. His daughter Lucy Diamond, as she reaches age 7 herself, Sam's limitations start to become a problem at school; she's intentionally holding back to avoid looking smarter than him. From this process with Lucy’s behavior, you’ll be touched and learn a lot!
http://us.imdb.com/title/tt0108550/
The internet movie database
What’s eating Gilbert Grape?
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Starring: Johnny Depp, Juliette Lewis, Mary Steenburgen, Leonardo DiCaprio, John C. Reilly

The special quality of this movie is not its oddness, however, but its warmth. Johnny Depp, as Gilbert, has specialized in playing outsiders and here he brings a quiet, gentle sweetness that suffuses the whole film. Leonardo DiCaprio, who plays Arnie, the retarded kid brother, has been nominated for an Academy Award, and deserves it. 
Their performances were perfect and I really loved their play. And that made me a huge fan of both two actors, Johnny Depp and Leonardo DiCaprio. I still remember a few scenes of this movie which made me really moved. Especially, when Grapes’ mother died and inability to move her from the upstairs made Grapes to burn the whole house. Too sad! Got to loose weight!
http://movie-reviews.colossus.net/movies/m/mr_hollands.html
Movie Reviews.

Mr. Holland’s Opus
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Starring: Richard Dreyfuss, Glenne Headly

Mr. Holland Opus is a long, touching story about an aspiring composer who decides to teach music to make money and still compose on the side. He soon realizes that it is harder than he thought to teach, as it consumes his time. However, he grows close to the students and begins to find new ways of teaching them to love music. He succeeds, and the lives he touches pay off in the end, as they give back what he gave them.
The film spans a period of 30 years, and the audience amusingly sees how the students and styles change. The main story is how Mr. Holland changes his stubborn character flaws and wins the love of not only the community, but also his family.
10. Six different kinds of teas

URL reference:

http://www.stashtea.com
Stash Tea

Of historical note, tea is nearly 5,000 years old and was discovered in 2737 B.C. by a Chinese emperor when some tea leaves accidentally blew into a pot of boiling water. In the 1600s, tea became popular throughout Europe and the American colonies. In 1904, iced tea was created at the World’s Fair in St. Louis, and in 1908, Thomas Sullivan of New York developed the concept of tea in a bag.
English breakfast
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The most popular. It was developed over a hundred years ago by the Scottish Tea Master Drysdale in Edinburgh. It was marketed simply as "English Breakfast Tea.” It is a blend of fine black teas, often including some Keemun tea. It can be offered with milk or lemon.
Irish Breakfast
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The Irish have always been great tea drinkers, and they drink their tea brewed very strong. Because of its robust flavor, Irish Breakfast is usually drunk only in the morning (except for the Irish who drink it all day). Usually it is blended from an Assam tea base. Because of its full taste, it is served with lots of sugar and milk. 
Caravan
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This excellent tea was created in imperial Russia from the teas brought overland by camel from Asia. Because the trade route was dangerous and supplies unsteady, Russian tea merchants blended the varying incoming tea cargoes, selling a blend rather then a single tea form. It was usually a combination of China and India black teas. It is served with milk and sugar. Russians are fond of very sweet tea, often adding honey and jam to their national beverage. Lemons studded with cloves may also be offered correctly.
Earl Grey
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Earl Grey (1764-1845) was an actual person who, though he was prime minister of England under William IV, is better remembered for the tea named after him. Tea legends say the blend was given to him by a Chinese Mandarin seeking to influence trade relations. A smoky tea with a hint of sweetness to it, it is served plain and is the second most popular tea in the world today. It is generally a blend of black teas and bergamot oil.
Darjeeling
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Grown in the mountain area of India, its altitude and gentle misting rains produce a unique full bodied but light flavor with a subtly lingering aroma reminiscent of Muscatel. Traditionally, it can be served plain, or with lemon, but never milk.

Green tea
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From Japan and Korea, its Japanese tea ceremony is very famous. Green tea has a high content of vitamins and minerals. It contains vitamin C in amounts comparable to a lemon. Green tea also contains several B vitamins which are water soluble and quickly released into a cup of tea.
11. Two sites of my favorite singer

URL reference:

Main Homepage of Beyonce Knowels http://www.beyonceonline.com/
A fan page http://starsontop.com/beyonce/
Another fan page http://www.beyonce-knowles.com/index2.html
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*Notice: Actually, I am not person who is crazy about a super star that hanging around the web to gather recent pictures and gossips. Though I like this singer currently, I never had visited any of these web sites before. It was kind of fun to surf around what she’s like and what people say about her. Let me just give you a simple comparison of 2 pan pages of a famous singer, Beyonce Knowels.
<About Beyonce Knowels>

Stars on Top- Beyonce Knowles 2004
This fan page annoyed me at the first time with unpleased popup windows. But after closing those popups, I found this page was quite well organized with 15 Beyonce related links and many other super stars’ fan pages. As I listed the link of main home page of Beyonce, almost every contents of the main page were copied and pasted in this fan page. One thing I found this page favorable was the picture gallery that offers qualified images.
Beyonce Knowles.com
This fan page looks nice because you can see everything at a glance. I liked the design but not enough contents. There was nothing to read, and every figure was too small! 
The best site of Beyonce related is her main home page. Her site is very fine and detailed with gorgeous design just like her perfect music and perfect style. If you really ask me, which is better, than I would be pick the Stars on Top in spite of dirty popups.
