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Ringing takes one into many unexpected situations, up steep spiral stairs, climbing ladders, easing through tight passages, even clambering over open roofs to get into the ringing chamber but to find oneself ringing while suspended in a cage - well it's a novel way of starting the new year.   Read on.

The start of 2006 heralded a bell ringing outing on 2nd January to five 8-bell towers in Worcestershire. The outing, organised at fairly short notice by Ashley Fortey, began at Pershore Parish Centre and was followed by a ring in the cage at Pershore Abbey - a feature many of us had heard about but never been privileged to experience. The outing then took us to Hinton on the Green, Great Hampton and finally to Ashchurch which has recently been augmented from six to eight bells. The route was well chosen and the bells were a delight to ring - well done Ashley, you even provided ideal weather considering it was January!           Barbara Fox

The Hereford District AGM at Allensinore was attended by thirty members representing sixteen of the thirty three towers with bells in the District. Seven new members were elected to the Guild.

The Committee has fresh faces, Rick Shallcross is the Chairman, Ringing Masters are, Nicky Aubrey for the North, Ben Richardson for the South and Roger Moss will look after the East. Edna, Barbara and Dianne will continue in their previous roles.

Ringing is always more satisfying for those inside and outside the tower when it is done well. We improve when we get advice, good training and strong support. The Committee is proposing to arrange some training courses for:-

Raising and Lowering of bells, possibly using a simulator

Treble Bob ringing

8-bell ringing, particularly Stedman Triples.

Contact Rick, Nicky, Roger or Ben now if you feel that you would benefit from one of these sessions also if you or your tower would like help in a different skill's area. Your Committee is arranging practices, a striking competition, and a mystery ringing outing so consult the Calendar of Events.

This year the Peter Hughes Cup was awarded to the Ladies Peal Band who rang at Ewyas Harold last Autumn. Jo Gilbert says that the project to raise money for the Charles Renton Unit is completed and the final total was a massive £4700.82. This has been very gratefully received. The money came from sponsorship from many ringers, a Ewyas Harold run fundraising morning, a raffle for the garden chairs donated by Leslie Evans, (a long time ringer from Eardisland), and money raised by Roger Moss on the occasion of his ruby wedding. The cup will reside for the year in the ringing chamber of the Cathedral.

Guild Management Committee Meeting held on 4th March, 2006

Increased subscriptions are to be voted on at the Guild AGM at Kingsiand in May. The present proposal is Ringing Members £8, Juniors and over 65's £5.

In the future new members to the Guild are likely to get an information pack informing them of the churches in the Guild area and of the work done within the Guild.  Proficiency certificates, Bronze, Silver and Gold could also be introduced.

Bell Restoration Fund (BRF) AGM held on 2nd March, 2006

In Hereford District Allensmore and Little Dewchurch received grants from the fund last year. Yarkhill has applied for a grant to help with payment towards a new light eight and the meeting agreed to buy the new tenor bell of the ring as Yarkhill is the birthplace of Fabian Stedman and is therefore of historical significance.

Any work done on bells is very expensive and most towers pay a small amount yearly into the Fund so they can then apply for a grant when the occasion arises. Other money is raised by raffles at meetings and by Gift Aided donations. More donations would be appreciated, see the centre pages of the Annual Report.

The Fund has purchased a Bagley Odd-struckness Test Meter! Wow! (Good job that I didn't get one for Christmas!) It is now being loaned to churches in exchange for a donation to the Fund and is proving very popular I am told.  Your tower can't afford to let this opportunity go by!

Now for news about actual ringing.

The Queen is 80 this year and towers have been invited to ring between 21st April and 16th June to celebrate her birthday. Details of any peals or quarter peals rung for the Queen during this period should be sent to Neil Bennett who will send them to Ringing World en bloc.

News from the Towers

Burghill tower band have been awarded the George Cousin's Cup for the impressive improvement in their ringing chamber. The cup will be presented to them at the AGM of the Guild.

Stoke Edith report that their tower is also looking smarter as they have laid a new carpet gratefully received from Ben and Olivia Richardson.

Sunday Service ringing is now at 5pm on the first Sunday of the month and 11am for the midday service on each third Sunday. Practice night remains on the Tuesday, be there no later than 7.45pm for anything from rounds to Surprise. 

Madley remind us that Rev.d Tim Jones is moving to Taunton in May and say how much he will be missed by one and all in the BellRinging Guild and especially by the Madley ringers where he has been inspirational. The ringing always seemed to go well when he was there. Over the years Tim has arranged outings for the tower ringers to Somerset, Wales and especially Oxford where he even arranged for the sun to shine! On New Year's Eve he would lead with prayers then someone would read Tennyson's poem beginning 'Ring out wild bells' before the ringing in of the New Year. This was followed of course by excellent traditional refreshments and the singing of Auld Lang Syne at Mrs Macauley's home. The ringers at Madley tower wish Tim and Margaret all the best in Taunton.                   DavidAlyhill

Preston on Wye

Ten years ago we dedicated our bells after only two years of fund raising and great help from Rev.d Tim Jones, who gave us fantastic support in getting grants and advice on getting our project off the ground. He was the driving force behind our bell restoration because of his keen interest in bell ringing. He has been an asset to our ringers and has taught many of us to ring, including his three sons, at our practice nights here and at Madley. Thank You Tim, we shall hopefully be coming to ring at your new Parish.                                 Edna Fowler 

Tyberton It is with great sadness that we hear of Tim Jones moving on to pastures new. Thanks to his inspiration ringing, especially, service ringing, has continued throughout at Tyberton. We will miss his 'popping in' before services for a ring. We all wish him good luck for the future.

Keith, Sheila, Jo, Joan, Claire, Theima and Olivia

Bell Ringing Encounters               
At the beginning of October 2005 my husband Richard and I left the autumnal warmth of Herefordshire to fly to Perth, Western Australia that was to be the start of a 4 month trip to Australia and New Zealand. This was not the first time we had visited these countries, indeed we had lived in Australia for 2 years and in New Zealand for 9 months in the early 1970's and so have a deep affection for both countries having visited them several times since. However it has only been on the last two occasions that I have ventured to visit towers with rings of bells and join the bands for some ringing. As a result I have managed to ring in Perth at the Swan Bells (16+2 bells,29-0-14) and St Cseorge's Cathedral,(8 bells, 1 1-0-1 8) including 3 quarter peals, one in memory of Mike Powell, one for Anzac Day,(my husband's grandfather was an Anzac) and the last on 26.11.05 when I joined David Powell and Karen Williams, visiting W.A. from Holmer and other Swan Bells ringers to ring a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples. A visit to the Swan Bells, hung in their impressive waterfront tower is compulsory for any ringer from the UK and the local band are incredibly friendly and hospitable. They have an impressive ringing chamber and if you are lucky you can have the opportunity of ringing on 16 bells. Behind the ringing chamber is a crescent -shaped room where one is plied with the most delicious cakes and biscuits, whilst enjoying panoramic views over the Swan River.

There are also commemoration boards displaying the names of the bands who rang the first 3 peals on 16 bells at the tower in April 2005 and amongst those names is one Frederick Shageross. It's nice to see a familiar name 9,000 miles from home.

Adelaide is one of my favourite Australian cities and it has several towers where ringing is possible. I had visited Adelaide in 2004 and managed to ring at St. Peter's Cathedral (8 bells, 41 -1 -0) and St. Francis Xavier' s Cathedral (1 2+ 1 bell, 28-2- 1). However for this visit I was determined to ring at more towers. Unfortunately for me we travelled from Perth on the Indian Pacific Railway, a 2 day and 2 night journey across semi-desert and we sat up all the way. I discovered when we finally arrived in Adelaide that it is possible to sleep standing up and so had to cancel my first ringing appointment at St. Cuthbert"s, Prospect (8 bells, 1 1 - 1 -2) Friday evening practice. On the Sunday morning I was collected by one of the local ringers at 8.30am and whisked away to a suburb called Walkerville. Here was our first tower of the morning and we rang on St. Andrew's 6 bells, which went well, followed by a mad dash to ring at St. Cutlibert's 8 bells until 9.30am. Everyone then leapt back into cars and tore across the city to St. Peter's Cathedral to ring on the lovely heavy 8 bells until 10.30am followed by another dash to St. Francis Xavier's to finish at 11.00am. Quite a satisfactory morning's ringing even if we were all a bit breathless. We repeated this perfonnance in the evening starting with St. Francis Xavier's but finishing exhausted at St. Peter's. At least I was exhausted especially as it was about 30 degrees Celsius.

(to be continued next time)                                                     Liz Donovan

Meet the Tower

The detached black and white tower of St Bartholomew's, Holmer is home to a band of six local ringers ably assisted by Keith Davies. Ringing on the Holmer bells has been greatly improved since they were re-hung as part of the Millenium project in 2000. Plans are afoot to redecorate the ringing chamber later this year, the stone walls and floor have finally dried out following the removal of the old wood panels and flooring.

The bells are rung for most Sunday services, and numerous weddings, twelve in 2005.

We combine with Withington and Sutton St Nicholas for practice nights however in this cold weather Holmer hosts more evenings due to their superior heating system! Average numbers are ten on these evenings and the joint practices have raised the general standard and extended the number of methods we try, currently rounds through to Plain Bob, Grandsire and Stedman Doubles and minor methods up to Kent.

John Smith has 56 years experience starting back in 1950 at St David's, Much Dewchurch and first became Tower Captain in 1973. Peter Corrick learnt to ring as a teenager at Holmer and then took a 13 year sabbatical before returning recently. David Powell and Karen Williams are not only the most experienced ringers but as members of CA~ (Campaign For Real Ale) they can tell you exactly where to quench your thirst after a busy ringing session. In their visits around the country they won't admit to which comes first - a good tower or an excellent beer.

The two other tower members are - our stalwart Captain, Mike Jefferis who is keen on computing and treasurer, Pam Owen, a Beaver Scout Leader who will soon be on stage at the Courtyard in the 20th Hereford Gang Show. Roll up and buy your tickets!

During the Ringing Course David Bagley is going to set up a simulator demonstration in Holmer tower and there will be six practical sessions over that weekend.        Pam Owett

There are about 22 junior members of the Guild all at different stages of expertise. Nicky, only just out of the category herself, tells me that there is a Herefordshire Young Ringers group of young ringers (under 25's) who meet together for monthly practices and plenty of time to chat. At the moment the age range is front 10 to 20+ and they will ring anything from rounds to surprise so all are welcome. Find out more from their website on MSN Groups or send Nickyan e-mail to find out how tojoin. njaubrey@hotmail.com
The Hereford Ringing Course based at the College in Venns Lane usually has a book stall selling books on ringing operating on Friday and Saturday mornings in the main hall. Also on sale will be the book The Life and Times of Leslie Evans, (an Eardisland ringer). All money from the sales will go to St Michael's Hospice. The book will also be on sale in all of the local Hospice shops. It will be an interesting purchase for you, a good read and supporting a local charity, so buy, buy, buy.

