Chapter 18

1. Setting of chapter.  

 The tent.

2. Topic of chapter.  

 Zero wants to learn how to read and write.

3. Theme of chapter.

Zero wants to learn how to read and write.

4.Characters in chapter.  Give both the name and qualities of each one.

Stanley is still the slower digger.  Magnet is the second slower digger.  Squid loves to make fun of Stanley for writing to his mom.

5.What did you learn in this chapter about the narrator (the character that tells the story)?

The narrator wants us to see the motivated learner in Zero and the compassionate teacher in Stanley.  I learned that Squid always makes fun of Stanley for writing to his mom.  Zero wants to learn how to read and write but Stanley is not interested in teaching him because after digging Stanley is already too tired and has no strength to teach Zero.

6.What does Zero do in this chapter?  Why?

Zero stands beside Stanley's shoulder and watches Stanley write a letter to his mom.  Zero is curious about reading and writing and he wants Stanley to teach him.

7.What is the meaning of these sentences:  “His muscles and hands weren't the only parts of his body that had toughened over the last few weeks.  His heart had hardened as well.”  Is this true about Stanley?  Why?

It means Stanley's muscles and hands get stronger and his heart also gets stronger, harder, and colder; maybe even meaner to Zero.  No, it is not true.  He may think his heart gets colder but actually he is still a warm and gentle person in his heart.

